Surname 3

Student's Name
Professor's Name
Course
Date
The Stonewall Uprising
In 1969, police would raid a gay bar in Stonewall, Greenwich Village, New York, sparking a 6-day protests with over 2000 active participants. This marked the as a catalyst to the gay liberation movement and a platform for recognizing equal rights for LGBT people in the American society. Nonetheless, over the course of the 20th century, gay Americans were confined to an accommodationist approach where they adopted the popular belief that being homosexual was abnormal or a mental illness as based on popular and expert beliefs. Medical experts of that time supported the ideology that being homosexual was a mental illness. The issue was so serious that homosexuals were detained in mental health institutions. Moreover, homosexuals underwent all types of treatments in an attempt to treat their perceived mental disorders. Being gay was illegal, immoral, disgusting, and something that was very destructive (Public Broadcasting Service 1). Most gay people were arrested, fired from their jobs, and even subjected to torture through cruel treatments. The state of gay people was traumatizing and escalating just as any other social injustices that would soon erupt. However, this would later change in the mid-twentieth century following increased political and social changes of the era. 
During the mid-twentieth century, America was a hotbed for all types of social and political changes. The Civil Rights Movements and African Americans inspired ideologies of equality and freedom throughout America (Public Broadcasting Service 1). In terms of politics, it was more of society fighting back the system or the government to guarantee basic rights and freedoms for Americans. Furthermore, women in America were fighting for equality as well as the middle class faced with the challenges of the increased industrial and technological bubble. The constant social riots for repressed Americans enabled the gay community to realize that they also had a right following years of accepting that they were abnormal or mentally ill (Public Broadcasting Service 1). Overall, the mid-twentieth century was an era of increased social strife to acquire equal and basic rights for different people with different interests, values, and ideologies including the gay and lesbian community. The Stonewall riots marked the rejection of the accommodationist approach to active politics in the gay rights movement. 
A key issue of this era in terms of gay rights movement surrounds lesbian feminism. Lesbian feminism is a social movement and outlook that promotes women to support women rather than men and support the idea that lesbianism is the right way of achieving feminism. Based on the inclusiveness of activists in the Gay Liberation, the history of Lesbian Feminism seems ironic. This is because the idea of feminism began way before the gay liberation. Women sought to have equal power and opportunities as men in the twentieth century resulting in increased feminism. However, feminism sought for economic, personal, political, and cultural equalities for women (Kirsch 54). However, it seemed ironical for women represented as homosexuals to feel isolated or unequal to their male counterparts, thus developing the idea of lesbian feminism. Based on the rise of social and cultural movements of the twentieth century, there was no need for lesbians to develop another subgroup under the gay liberation. The same case would apply if African American women developed the ideology of black Feminism. Overall, the social changes of the mid-twentieth century sparked increased social changes towards cultural and social equality that signified the gay rights liberation. 
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