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An In-Depth Analysis of “Is the Pathetic Fallacy True?”
The analysis of the poem “Is the Pathetic Fallacy True?” by Elizabeth Brewster using the TF TASTI strategy brings out various details about the poem. To start with, the title of the poem “Is the Pathetic Fallacy True” arouses the curiosity of the reader in wanting to know this fallacy that has frustrated the expectations of the author. In fact, this is the reason why I chose this poem. Next, the facts about the poem are its author Elizabeth Brewster, the setting is in nature and in a house. The narrator is talking about how she thought that nature shared the human trait. However, as she grew up, somebody changed her perception. This crushed her spirit but she is still in denial because sometimes she can still perceive personal attributes in nature. The author has employed various poetic techniques. Firstly, the use of euphony in lines “when I lie with the living grass above me/and the wind my old lover/singing me to sleep (33-35). The euphony creates a fantastic tone and depicts the fantasies of the narrator. The use f hyperbole in the lines “a brown warm girl/turning and tanning in the sun (16-17) depicts the exaggerated perception of the narrator, thus depicting the narrator's childhood fantasies. Still, personification in the lines “the flounced pink dress/of the apple-tree” (8-9) “the puffed cheeks of clouds” (11). creates a vivid imagination in the reader's mind, and helps to connect ideas and objects to the human attributes. The author depicts a resentful attitude. She is frustrated because the beautiful childhood fantasies have been cut short by the realization of the reality. Her resentment is also depicted in the title of the poem. There are three shifts that are based on the age of the narrator. For instance, in stand one to six, the narrator is excited about her childhood dreams; she lives in a world of fantasy. However, in stanza seven to eleven, the narrator has grown up and new realizations have broken her heart. The loss of her naivety makes her realize the reality of the real harsh world which is nothing compared to her fantasy. After reading the poem, I obtained a greater meaning from the poem. The narrator is almost confused. In childhood, she was sure that nature shares human attributes. However, after someone changes her mind about this, she still “feel atoms stir” (28) when she touches a chair. She does not know whether to believe her childhood fantasy or her new realization. The main themes in the poem are childhood naivety, and fantasy versus reality. I learned that childhood perceptions are blurred by naivety. Also, the realization of the truth after growing up can be distressing. 
Questions:
1. How can we prevent our children from the distress associated with the realization of the reality which is contrary to their expectations? (18-19).
2. What differences does the poem offer between children’s and adults’ points of view?




