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Does Ethnicity or Race legitimately play a role in crime?
Introduction
The relationship of race and crime has for long generated increased controversy in social and criminology studies. In America, criminal activities have generated increased attention in terms of racial or ethnic aspects due to the disparities in convictions. Currently, the population of convicted criminals has a higher number of non-whites including African Americans and Latinos. Moreover, numerous studies have shown that African Americans are more likely to be arrested or convicted than Whites. The issues of crime and penalties have become key symbols of racial division in America. Overall, these inconsistencies lead to the question whether ethnicity or race legitimately play a role in crime. In fact, what should be asked is if the color of an individual makes them vulnerable to crime or criminal behavior. Numerous sociological theories have been used to determine the role of race in crime including the strain theory, conflict theory, or social disorganization. The following research proposal aim at investigating whether race or ethnicity legitimately contributes to criminal behavior. The current research has mostly focused on attempting to investigate the relationship of crime and race. For this research, it will focus on identifying factors that legitimately contribute to crime regardless of race or ethnicity, thus proving that ethnicity or race does not lead to crime.  
Hypothesis
The relationship between race or ethnicity and crime are based on sociological theories for explanation. Most of the available literature and research has focused on numerous explanations for racial differences in crime. However, the proposed study will focus on social aspects that influence the racial disparities in crime. Moreover, it will seek to get the same data on social problems and their relation to crime across different races and ethnicities to prove that race or ethnicity does not determine criminal behavior. Social problems such as poverty or unemployment are significant contributors to crime regardless of race or ethnicity.  
Hypothesis: Social problems (poverty, inequality, substance abuse, unemployment, and social segregation among others) are leading factors in criminal behaviors regardless of race or ethnicity.    
Literature Review
To begin with, the situation of the American criminal justice system illustrates increased racial differences in offending. Clearly, there are a larger number of minorities incarcerated compared to Whites. This has led to the belief that race plays a legitimate role in criminal behavior. Research has however proven disparities in this popular belief. Kaufman, et al., (2008) conducted a study based a study using the General Strain Theory in order to explain the racial disparities in crime. Through their research, they determined that motivational and emotional social psychological progressions are the leading cause of crime among African Americans. According to the study, African Americans are likely to experience extra and exceptional types of social strains compared to Whites that lead to greater levels of negative emotions (Kaufman, et al., 2008). These social conditions have been proved to lead African American into offending as a coping strategy. Additionally, Mears, Cochran & Lindsey (2016) concluded that social structural differences encountered by most minorities continue to be overlooked or given minimal attention in the criminal justice system. They also support research on the causes of such social disparities to help policy makers develop proper social control. In another study, Kennedy, et al., (1998) poverty and income inequality illustrated increased correlations with violent crimes involving firearms. Most people who were likely to commit violent robbery attacks with fire arms faced income inequality, poverty, or unemployment regardless of their race. 
In America, traffic stops offer popular debates about how one’s color makes them vulnerable to crime. Tillyer & Engel (2012) conducted a study on driving behavior and criminal offending in terms of speeding. The results of the study indicated that there were no racial differences in the likelihood of speeding among African Americans and Whites (Tillyer & Engel, 2012). Moreover, the authors concluded that additional aspects that are fay beyond race influence police officers who arrest most black drivers. Wright & Younts (2009) also conducted a study on the relationship between race and crime. The authors found that social factors including family structures, low educational attainment, and concentration of high-crime neighborhoods increased the likely hood of African American to offend when compared to Whites (Wright & Younts, 2009). The study also demonstrated that reduced drug abuse, strong family ties, and good income reduced crime rates. Overall, the research has demonstrated that race or ethnicity has little to do with crime. However, its over-representation in explaining crime is evident, but does not determine the criminal behavior of individuals. As such, there is a literature and research gap to determine what factors influence people of different color to offend. Moreover, there is already proven evidence that social challenges over a wide range of contexts contribute to negativity among members of society especially youths. To cope with such social situations, most individual tend to develop behaviors that are likely to lead to crime such as deviance or substance abuse.   
Research Methods/Design
The purpose of the research will be to investigate how social problems are the main factors leading to criminal behavior where minorities tend to experience greater challenges. The proposal will adopt a correlational design to understand the causation and dependence of different variables, The research will involve a study sample of about 100 participants both males and females between the age of 14 and 25 who have been involved in any crime. The first 50 participants will come from an average and low-income neighborhood that will include people of different races and ethnicity. The other 50 participants will be from middle-income neighborhoods featuring all different races and ethnicities. 
The data collection will apply a qualitative methodology using telephone interviews and surveys. Participants will be interviewed and surveyed on two main areas. The first are will focus on any social challenges they faced prior to committing their crime and how they would have behaved if they were under different social conditions. For the analysis, the study will rely on regression analysis to determine the correlations between social problems, crime, and race/ethnicity. All participants will be accorded the appropriate confidentiality based on scientific ethical standards. Moreover, participants will be asked to sign a consent form prior to the study commencing.
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Appendix
Sample Consent Form
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