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Trump’s Immigration Policies are Unlawful
The issue of Trump’s immigration crackdown in the US has yielded a global outcry. The treatment of immigrants by President Donald Trump has not augured well with most people. However, President Trump has been determined to impose immigration policies that have been criticized by many ranging from the lawmakers, scholars, health professionals, and the populace at large. in fact, the subject of immigration was among the major agendas during Trump’s campaigns.  Therefore, as soon as he began implementing his immigration agenda, heightened concerns arose; not only in America but also around the world. Most of the Trump’s immigration regulations suppress the dignity and intimidate the rights of immigrants and refugees both in America and around the world. In the same manner, his newly found immigration regulations clearly portray racism and religious discrimination. This paper will argue that President Trump’s immigration policies goes against the immigration rights, children rights, national and international laws, and threaten the dignity of immigrants and refugees.
Just a few days after he was sworn into office, President Trump signed various immigration executive orders that undermine the dignity and intimidate the immigration rights. Trump was sworn into office on 20th January 2017. Surprisingly, on 25th January 2017, Trump issued two executive orders; on border security and interior enforcement. The Center for Immigration Study (CMS) found that there are various sections of the border security executive order that challenges human rights. Among them are the sections that mandate the increased use of detention, restricted access to asylum (1). For instance, in section five, Trump orders the department of the homeland security secretary to build more detention facilities at and near the southern border and to designate asylum officers and immigration judges so that they can conduct hearings and interviews at those facilities. In section six, Trump further orders the DHS to hold in custody all aliens and to terminate the catch and release practice (White House 1). According to Arthur, the “catch and release” is a practice that entails an immigrant being allowed to live in the US community, as they wait hearing in the immigration courts. The practice is carried out as an alternative to detaining the immigrants in the detention camps (1).
 According to the CMS, the detention of asylum seekers hinders them from accessing the due process. This means that the termination of the “catch and release” would restrict the asylum seekers from accessing the due process. In the same manner, the” catch and release” practice has always prevented the detention of low-risk immigrants including children and asylum seekers. Nonetheless, the termination of the practice means that the children will also be held in the detention camps. According to article 9 of the Human Rights declaration indicates that no person should be subjected to random arrest, custody, or banishment  (Janusz and Michael 8). Besides, asylum seekers should not be subjected to detention for an extended period of time; neither should they be subjected to refoulement at the borders. As a matter of fact, the failure of a government to protect the asylum seekers subjects them to racism and xenophobic violence (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 11). By issuing the border security executive order, Trump does not only undermine the human rights, but he exposes the asylum seekers to physical danger from xenophobic violence. 
The executive order on refugees issued by Donald Trump on 27th January 2017 exhibit racial and religious discrimination. The 27th executive order was titled “protecting the nation from terrorist attacks by foreign nationals”. According to this order US visa attainment for individuals hailing from Iran, Iraq, Sudan, Syria, Libya, Somali, and Yemen was suspended from (Chen 2). In the same line, would close the US refugee program for one hundred and twenty days. It should also reduce the number of refugees being admitted into the country. To make matters worse, this order would halt the resettlement of the Syrian refugees into the US, and initiate extreme vetting processes for all immigrants (Chen 2-3). 
A clear look at the seven countries whose US visas were to be suspended are Muslim-majority countries. This points out to the fact that the executive order was targeted to the Muslim immigrants. This notwithstanding, some nations such as Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates have not been included in the list of nations whose visas would be suspended. This is despite the fact that September 11 terrorists hailed from these nations (CNN Library 1). In a different situation, when Trump heard that asylum seeker streaming into Mexico from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras intended to enter the US, he pejoratively stated that the “caravan of immigrants consists of “middle easterners” (Nixon 1). Furthermore, the “Buy America, Hire America” is a discriminatory policy that gives preference in the job market based on nation of origin, as opposed to qualification (The US Citizenship and Immigration Service 1).  As a result, based on these observations, CMS notes that the listing is not objective and that it can be read as discrimination against the Muslim religion, and individuals from particular income levels (1). Also, critics are speculating that the numerous changes that Trump is making will lead to the eventual re-writing of the American immigration laws (Kopan 1). 
Also by halting the resettlement of the Syrian refugees, Trump’s executive order goes against the human rights regulations. According to section 14 of the Human Rights declaration, every individual has “the right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution in other nations” (Janusz and Michael 9). According to Rodgers et al., since war broke out in Syria in 2011, it has resulted in a major refugee crisis (1). The administration that was there before Trump had welcomed the Syrian refugees into the US. However, by halting the process, Trump is basically denying the Syrian asylum seekers the right to enjoy peace from the persecution that is in their own country.  The Syrians seeking asylum in the US are running away from the persecution from radical groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria in their war-torn nation. Already, they have gone through so much torture that has undermined their dignity as humans. Just like any other refugee groups, the Syrian refugee needs protection, but they are being turned away. 
Trump’s executive orders are not only discriminative, but they mock the founding dreams of the US, which are based on equal opportunities for all people, in spite of their ethnic backgrounds. Also, the CMS noted that the implementation of these orders portrays an abandonment of America’s heritage as an immigrant country and a safe refuge for the persecuted people around the world. These orders have lowered the US’ global moral standing. Not only that, but this standpoint will also restrict America’s authority to influence other nations in standing together for humanitarian initiatives. In the same manner, this stance is likely to impair America’s relationship with its long-standing allies (1).
Besides the asylum seekers, and those seeking entry into the US, the legal foreign-born US-born residents have not been spared by Trump’s crackdown on the immigrants. People who have legally lived in the US are now targets for deportation. Even legal green card holders who are already residents are not safe anymore. For a case in point, in June 2018, a 62-year old man, Jose Luis Garcia was shocked when a crime that he was convicted of two decades ago was revived by the immigration office, leading to his arrest by the immigration agents. Garcia had been convicted of domestic violence in 2001, and he had served his twenty-five days in jail, and gone through the subsequent three years probation without any problem. This notwithstanding, his long-forgotten criminal record, consisting of only one misdemeanor offense led to his arrest during the crackdown (Mejia 1). Unfortunately, Garcia’s case is not in isolation. According to Oppenheim, Mr. Niec, who is living legally in the US and working as a doctor was also detained for a minor offense he had committed as a teenager almost three decades ago. To make matters worse, Niec had pleaded guilty under the Holmes Youthful Trainee Act. This act helps first-time offenders to keep changes off a criminal record. However, Trump’s immigration crackdown would even fail to honor a state plea agreement, in its endeavor to deport as many immigrants as possible (Oppenheim 1). 
Also, a Mexican who had lived in the US for the last three decades was deported back to Mexico.  A green card holder who had lived in America for two decades since he was three years of age was also deported to Mexico (Oppenheim). Trump’s policies are leading to the deportation of legal immigrants, who have established family and social ties in America. Besides, these deportees have not lived in their nation of origin for a period of time going beyond even three decades. Trump’s policies are barbaric and they even disregard the immigrants’ immigration status, the number of years the immigrant has been a legal residence in the US, and the service such an immigrant has rendered to the country. Army veterans, doctors, business owners, and family men are being deported regardless of their legal status, and in some cases criminal history. 
The barbarism of Trump’s immigration crackdown does not spare even children. Of course, Trump’s immigration policies cannot be fully addressed without mentioning the infamous zero tolerance policy, whose cruelty generated a global outcry.  According to Kwong, the zero-tolerance policy ensures that migrant and asylum seekers entering the US through the border crossings are detained. Therefore, when families or adults entering the US illegally are charged with illegal entry, their accompanying children cannot be charged because they are re minors. As a result, the children have torn apart from their parents. The parents are detained in dentition camps, while the children who had arrived at the border with their parents are considered as unaccompanied minors, and they are placed in children detention facilities.  
On the one hand, the zero tolerance policy is a hindrance to the asylum seeker, who is seeking protection from persecution in their nations only to be detained as criminals. As a matter of fact, Manoj Govindaiah, who is a Texas immigration lawyer, told CBC that for an individual to claim asylum in the US, they would have to enter the country in person in order to do it. What is more, requesting asylum is legal under the US and the international law (Kwong 1). However, asylums seekers who have already gone through much torture in their home country are being regarded as criminals upon their arrival in a place they considered as a safe haven from their persecution. Trump is trying, by all means, to hinder entry into the US even by the qualified individuals. For instance, Surana noted that as opposed to previous practices, the authorities in the US no longer permit green card applicants the opportunity to rectify errors in their applications (1).  
On the other hand, the unlawful criminalization of the asylum seekers, the zero tolerance law is against the children rights. Article 3 of the children rights necessitates decisions to be made in the in consideration of the overall wellbeing of the child, regardless of their social, religious, cultural, or ethnic backgrounds. In the same line, article 4 mandates every government to enact all the available measures in ensuring that all the children rights are esteemed, protected and accomplished. Also, article 9 requires children not to be separated from their parents unless living with them would inflict harm on the children. Children who do not live with their parents have a right to stay in contact with them unless such contact could be harmful to the child (The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 1). The children rights are very simple and clear. However, Trump’s Zero Tolerance policy has infringed on these and other rights by cruelly separating the children from their parents.   
To start with, by enacting and implementing the Zero Tolerance Policy, Trump’s government has failed in its mandate to value, guard and ensure the fulfillment of the children rights. The decision to separate children from their parents is not made with the interest of the children at heart. Frankel, who is an Associate Director of the Young Centre for Immigration Children’s Rights, told the CBC that most of the times, the children are placed in children’s facilities many miles away from their parents. Also, the parents sometimes are charged in court and they have to serve a sentence before being transferred in immigration detention camps. As a result, the children end up being separated from their parents for several months. Frankel, who has been in close contact with the children who have been separated from their parents, told CBC that the children are traumatized for being separated from their parents. She reported that sometimes the children are unable to sleep and eat, and this affects their proper development (1).
Frankel’s observations parallel the concerns of the American Psychoanalytic Association (APSAA). APSAA, termed the Zero Tolerance Policy as cruel and inhumane. Besides, APSAA noted that based on vast scientific studies and literature, Trump’s policy poses healthy, psychological, and developmental risks for the children and their parents. They noted that compelled separation of children from their parents, no matter how short it could be yields long term trauma. This trauma could in turn yield psychological issues including stress, and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (APSAA 1). The association, which is made up of mental health professionals, reminded Trump and his administration those immigrants families seeking asylum are in most cases fleeing from persecution form their own countries. As such, when they arrive in the US, they have hopes of leading a productive life (APSAA 1). In the same line, America‘s history, and even its very founding principles are shaped in keeping hope alive and being a safe haven for the oppressed. Therefore, the zero-tolerance policy undermines the international laws and human rights. Moreover, the policy is also harmful to the wellbeing of the children and their parents, and it goes against American philanthropist history.
It is not only the health professionals who have found Trump’s immigration policies worrying; the scholars and the intellectual field at large have also been affected by these policies. Peet noted that during the immigration crackdown, foreign-born intellectuals, researchers, and writers were barred from entering the US. The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) was in opposition to Trump’s immigration policies, citing that they intimidated free expression and academic freedom. The ACRL also condemned the visa suspension of the Muslim- majority nations citing it as a clear form of racism and discrimination. ACRL’s concerns were echoed those of the Association of American University Presses (AAUP) who deemed it unconstitutional to prevent people from entering the US based on their thinking and beliefs. They deemed Trump’s immigration policies as a hindrance for immigration rights, as well as other constitutional rights including the right of free expression. They were concerned that the move would have a long-lingering chilling effect on free academic inquiry ( Peet 1). Indeed, Trump has gone beyond the constitutional boundaries in his immigration policies.
In conclusion, the founding fathers of the US dreamt of an America where everybody would be somebody, irrespective of his/ her ethnic, religious, or social-cultural background. The previous US administrations have endeavored to keep this dream alive. However, the Trump administration, through its barbaric immigration policies is deleting this long-standing history. What is most astonishing is Trump’s policies’ disregard for national and international immigration laws. As if that was not enough, the immigration policies openly violate human rights, and the children rights. One cannot help but wonder how a leader would want to maintain law and order, by defying the same law. How could Trump possibly build a better America by going against the very founding pillars of the nation?  There is no problem with Trump’s administration handling the issue of illegal immigration. However, this has to be done without disregarding the long-standing national and international laws, and in respect to human rights and children rights. The immigration advocates, the health professionals, the immigrant child rights advocates, the US intellectual society, and the whole populace at large have identified big loopholes in the way Trump is dealing with immigration issues.  It is always said that “where there is smoke there is fire.”  Most of the Americans and the world at large have identified the smoke. Therefore, it is the high time that Trump changed his way of dealing with the immigration issues.
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