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“The Rocking Horse Winner” as an allegory of the Capitalist Society
“The Rocking Horse Winner” by D.H. Lawrence is a short story about a boy who is able to correctly depict the winning horse in horse races. The boy’s engagement in this trade is aimed at getting money for his family, which never seems to have enough. An abstract read of the short story depicts parents who never seem to get enough of wealth material and a son who is determined to save his family from their unquenchable thirst for money. However, a critical read depicts the story as an allegory of capitalism; that is used by the author to depict the tragic end of uncontrolled greed for material wealth and the need to maintain a certain social status. Also, looking at the story through an economic lens depicts the story as an allegory that in very many capacities depicts the evils of a capitalist society. This paper will employ research to show that Lawrence’s “The Rocking Horse Winner” is an allegory of the evils of a capitalist society, and Lawrence uses the literary devices to shape the theme of the grave consequences of insatiable greed for money.
Johnson defines a literary allegory as a piece of literature in which, “disparate parts of an individual narrative work together to produce a strong sense of thematic coherence” (p. 36). In “The Rocking Horse Winner” Lawrence has used various literary elements such as imagery, metaphors, and characterization, plot development, among others to shape the story as an allegory of the evils of the capitalist’s society, and bring out the theme of the undesirable results of the untamed greed for material wealth, as a characteristic of the capitalist society. 
The definition of capitalism point out to material wealth, or rather money as the central point of capitalism (Watkins 296). It is these aspects that replace every other aspect of life in people who embrace the self-destructive norms of the capitalist society. At the start of the story, Lawrence makes it clear that Paul’s parents do not have enough earnings, for the social status they had to maintain. However, “There was always the grinding sense of the shortage of money, though the style was always kept up” (2). This means that, while material wealth remains the central element in the capitalist society, people have to struggle to maintain certain statuses, which are defined by the same system.
Paul’s parents have to lie by portraying the picture of a social status that matches the expectation of the society about a certain kind of class.   Koban terms this effect as the “distorted and self-destructive values of the upper-middle class…living in a capitalist, money-dominated society” (229). In this case, Lawrence has brought out the greed for material wealth as one of the “self-destructive values” that Koban talks about. This is because, even when Paul’s mother gets some money, there is no time that she is satisfied. Eventually, her greed for money destroys her by leading her to be the cause if his son’s death.
Labor is symbolically used to depict exploitation of the working class in the capitalist society. Watkins cites labor as a central element in capitalism. Watkins notes that the class of labor is presented in a symbolic way in “The Rocking Horse Winner” (297) Lawrence notes that “The mother had a small income, and the father had a small income” (1). This means that both parents were employees. In a capitalist society, they are the working class. The working class provides labor to generate profit for those who own the means of production.  According to Watkins, this means that in the capitalist society, there is exploitation of the working class.
 Indeed, this exploitation is portrayed when Paul’s mother decides to work in her friend’s studio. Lawrence notes that, while her employer earned “several thousand pounds a year, Paul’s mother only made several hundred.”  In this scenario, the symbol lies in the fact that, the parents are working, yet they are not able to meet their financial needs. Lawrence notes that “She racked her brains, and tried this thing and the other, but could not find anything successful” (1). This means that no matter how much they work, the parent’s financial needs are not met. As a result, Watkins notes that the labor, in this case, is not a means of meeting the basic needs, but rather of generating large sums of money (297).  
Repetition is used to reinforce the theme of the insatiable greed for material wealth and its self-destructive nature.  The unproductively of labor is evident from the fact that the working parents are not able to meet their financial needs. Watkins notes that consumerism is an element of the system of capitalism. In this case, consumerism is depicted as one of the factors that contribute to the couple’s insatiable desire for money. One the one hand, the father is described as “expensive in his taste,” and the mother’s tastes are equally expensive. (1). This depicts the consumerism spirit that yields an unquenchable thirst for money and material wealth, which makes the house to be “haunted by the unspoken phrase. There must be more money” (Lawrence1). This phrase occurs eleven times in the story, thus amplifying the voracious greed for money, as a self-destructive value in the capitalist society.
According to Goodman, the repetition of this phrase throughout the story is an indication of the obsession with money (48). What is more, when the mother receives the one thousand pound for her birthday, she is not contented; she wishes to have the five thousand pound at once. However, after receiving the five pounds, Paul’s mother purchases new furniture and hires a tutor for him. However, the whispering voices are amplified, “Oh, now, now-w! Now-w-w - there must be more money! - more than ever! More than ever!” (10). This is an indication that, no matter how much she gets, Hester would add to the tone of needs in order to satisfy the demands of a capitalist society;  meaning that there is no time that money would be enough in this family (Watkins 298).
The characterization of various characters in the story metaphorically brings out various elements that are common in a money-dominated capitalist society. To start with, Hester is characterized as a person who is strongly aligned with capitalism’s main aspect in which, every aspect of life is valued in terms of money. As Koban would put it, Hester has embraced the self-destructing values of the capitalist society (229). Her obsession for money negatively affects all of her relationships and denies her happiness. Lawrence notes that Hester “married for love, and the love turned to dust.” This means that when she came into her marriage, she loved her husband. However, when he could not satisfy her unquenchable greed for money, Hester did not find him worthy anymore.
 Also, Lawrence notes that in Hester’s heart there, “was a hard little place that could not feel, no, not for anybody” (1). In response to this, Goodman argues that it is Hester’s uncontrollable materialistic urge that creates this “hard little place,” making it impossible for her to offer her children the “love that is needed for survival” (48). At the end of it, this obsession makes her lose her son. Therefore, the characterization of Hester metaphorically brings out the insatiable greed for money as a self-destruction value of the capitalist society. By placing a monetary value on every aspect of life, Hester impairs her family relationships, loses the chance to be happy, and ends up losing her son.
Also, the characterization of Paul, Bassett, and Uncle Oscar brings out the placement of labor and exploitation in capitalism. According to Watkins, in capitalism, the profit that the laborers create is expropriated by others, who use it for personal consumption (297). This is evident in the characterization of Paul. In this context, Paul’s rocking horse is a metaphorical representation of unproductive labor. This is because, even when Paul surged it, the horse did not move. There is no doubt that Paul is able to earn profits from his betting and to reinvest the profit. However, just like his rocking horse symbol, Paul’s efforts are unproductive. His wish is to fill in the feet of his ‘unlucky father’ and through his lucky projections of the winning horse make money to appease her mother’s desire for money. However, this does not happen because of her mother’s greed for money is insatiable. 
Watkins notes that Paul’s labor is unproductive because; instead of fulfilling the needs of the family, Hester uses the money that Paul gives her in her never-ending quest of uplifting her social status and power (297). Also, Bassett and Uncle Oscar benefit more from his lucky prediction while Paul, who is the laborer, does not get the chance to possess any of the money he makes. Therefore, Watkins stresses the symbolic significance of the characterization of Paul, as a laborer who is not able to benefit or to possess the yields of his labor (297). This symbol amplifies the effect of capitalism on unproductive labor, where the laborers toil hard but are not able to meet the functions of money as defined by the capitalist culture. 
The plot development in “The Rocking Horse Winner” is significant in shaping the allegory of capitalism, and the tragic end of embracing the self-destructing values of the capitalist society. At the beginning of the story, Lawrence depicts Paul’s parents’ materialism. Hester is depicted as a character whose life has been affected by her obsession with material wealth. Goodman notes that this obsession prevents Hester form performing her maternal duties (49). The ever-present need for money makes Paul question his mother, who in turn instills in him the capitalist element of placing money at the center of every aspect of life. As a result, Paul struggles to get money in order to calm the haunting voices. 
As the plot develops, the relationship between Paul and his mother becomes entirely based on money, just like the capitalist system. When Paul realizes that his mother’s greed for money is not satiable, he is determined to make more money. However, he becomes frustrated when he is not able to predict the winning horse. As the plot develops, the amplifying voices of “Now-w-w- there must be more money, more than ever” continue to emphasize Hester’s materialistic obsession (10). According to Goodman, this obsession is passed on to Paul, and it becomes a self-destructive element in him, that is fuelled by his desire to buy his mother’s love with money (50). This means that as the plot develops, just like his mother, Paul begins valuing everything in terms of money. This is an element that is common in capitalism (Watkins 296). Eventually, Paul’s obsession with money and his mother’s insatiable greed for money leads to his death, after having made his mother more than eighty thousand pounds. Therefore, as the plot unfolds, Hester’s voraciousness for money is depicted to increase, contaminating even his son. Paul’s death is a symbolic representation of the end results of insatiable greed for money.
In conclusion, research is important in expounding a reader’s point of view regarding any literature work. In this paper, research has proved effective in reading “The Rocking Horse Winner” as an allegory of the capitalist society and depicting the theme of the grave outcomes of unquenchable greed for money. Through the use of symbols, imagery, characterization and plot development, Lawrence has managed to bring out the theme of the self-destructing effect of uncontrolled greed for money. In the same manner, an analytical interpretation of the literary elements used by Lawrence with the help of outside sources shows how the short story can be read as an allegory of the capitalist society, and its associated evils.
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