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Developing a Kindergarten Program
	Early childhood marks a vital period in a child’s life. Elements such as autonomy, self-esteem, creativity, socialization, learning, decision making, and many others are molded at this stage. It is therefore important for the children in these children to be guided in a way that is beneficial in their growth and development in terms of social life, cognitive and mental capabilities. The kindergarten children are in their phase of early childhood. Therefore the kindergarten program ought to be a developmentally appropriate program that revolves around the holistic wellbeing of the child. There are various philosophies that should be adhered to when developing a kindergarten program. Accordingly, this paper will explore three philosophies that are vital in the development of the kindergarten program, and their associated teaching methods and learning activities.
	The first philosophy that I will employ in designing a kindergarten program is that the kindergarten teachers must have a comprehensive understanding of the development and learning of the children at various ages. Such kind of knowledge should be based on scientific research. This philosophy will be significant in predicting the learning activities and the teaching approach that uphold the child’s learning and development. A teacher who understands the development and learning aspects of the child has the ability to make projections regarding the needs of the children of particular age groups, and their capabilities. As such, the teacher is able to understand the strategies and teaching approaches that are suitable for the development and learning of the children in that particular age bracket. This knowledge is vital while making important teaching and learning decisions (National Association for the Education of Young Children a (NAEYC). 
	The second philosophy that will form the basis of the kindergarten program is that the educators should understand that each child is a unique individual, and hence have the knowledge to handle the individual needs of each child appropriately. The teacher can employ a wide scope of approaches in order to understand each child comprehensively. For instance, they can use methods such as observing, assessing the child’s work and other aspects of the child, collaborating with the family in order to get to know the child well. Through these methods, the teacher will be able to identify the various facets of the child including their interests, their talents, personalities as well as preferences. In addition, by seeking to have an in-depth understanding of each individual child, the teacher is likely to unleash any underlying learning and developmental issues in the child. Accordingly, this knowledge guides the teacher in adjusting various elements of the program in order to suit the needs of each and every child. In turn, this child-based approach helps to optimize the learning and development of the children (NAEYC b). 
	The third philosophy in which the kindergarten program will be based on is that the trainers should know what is culturally important for each child. As stated elsewhere in this paper, the kindergarten program should employ a holistic approach to development and learning. As such, the child should be guided in learning about self, their peers, their families and their community at large. Therefore, the teacher should understand the customs, expectation, and culture that the child identifies with while they are at home, and during their interactions with the communities. As a result, the teachers would be able to tailor the curriculum in a way that is relevant and respectful for each individual child, family, as well as the community. Furthermore, understanding the family and social context within which the child is growing, amplifies the knowledge of the teacher regarding the child as an individual and in a group context. This knowledge acts as a guide for the teacher, helping them to make decisions that are child-oriented, in order to optimize the growth and learning of the individual child. For instance, the teacher is able to add to the knowledge of the children by building on what they already know.  Still, the teacher is able to develop new goals, making the learning experience a progressive activity.
	Notably, the three philosophies that are discussed above will yield other developmentally appropriate practices that are expected in the kindergarten program. For instance, because each child is perceived at a personal level, the kindergarten curriculum will incorporate active learning activities and teaching approaches that cater for a wide range of children. As a result, the kindergarten program will not be standardized. Rather, it will entail an integrated curriculum that caters for various components including individual and group learning, active involvement and resourceful play activities. It will also employ a holistic approach to learning and development in terms of social, cognitive and mental skills. Besides, the program will have a regular assessment to determine the extent to which each child is able to meet the set goals.  
	In the same line, in order to understand the family and community within which the child lives, the teacher will be expected to not just wait for the children at school but also meet the children where they are. This is among the developmentally appropriate practices in early childhood education (NAEYC b, 2009). In the same manner, the practice will enhance the collaboration between the teacher, the child, the family and the community at large. Collaboration is a vital aspect for all the parties involved. For instance, through collaboration, the parents, as well as the community, are able to understand the importance of developmentally appropriate practices, and thus assist the teacher to guide the child by incorporating such practices in the home or other communal contexts, when the child is away from school.
	Another element that will be vital in the kindergarten program is play. According to The Prince Edward Island Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, most of the learning in the early years is achieved through play. During play, the children get a chance to investigate and explore through touching, seeing, and manipulating the play resources. In this way, they get to learn about their surroundings. Similarly, play enhances the social, mental and cognitive development of the children. Through the play activities, the children develop creativity, imagination, problem-solving skills, critical thinking skills as well as socializing skills. Putting this in mind, the play will definitely be incorporated play in the kindergarten curriculum I intend to develop. Furthermore, the learning environment will be in such a way that children would be able to engage in various types of play including but not limited to symbolic play, associative play, parallel play, unaccompanied play; just to mention but a few. In the same manner, the curriculum will facilitate numerous types of play resources that would match the needs of each child during play time. 
	After setting up a conducive learning environment for the kindergarten children, and enacting measures that uphold the developmentally appropriate practices, the next step would be kicking off the program. During the program, the children would be taught literary concepts using the teaching approaches discussed in this paper. In view of this, children learn different concepts for every area of study. In mathematics, the children will be taught concept such as reading and writing numbers from 1 to 30, identifying the placement of items in the place of one to ten, sharing equally between two people, identifying groups using terms such as more than, less than, and equal to, identifying problems and solve them in groups, naming and making the basic shapes, distinguishing the differences and identifying the similarities of different objects, completing simple puzzles, and using words that identify the position including under, above, and directional words such as left and right. They will also be taught how to organize data as a group as well as how to describe and present data. In addition, the kindergarten children will be taught how to arrange objects in order, how to name the days of the week, months of the year as well as seasons. Lastly, they will learn how to sort objects, as well as identify copy and describe patterns (Henderson County Public Schools, 2011).
	On the other hand, the major concepts that the kindergarten children are expected to be taught in reading include knowing the parts of a book, understanding that reading is done from top to bottom and from left to right, knowing how to find the first and the last word on a page, understanding that a sentence is made up of words put together to convey a thought, knowing that a sentence ends with a punctuation, and understanding the alphabet in upper and lower case, understand rhyming words. In the same line, kindergarten children will be taught how to recognize their names, as well as other common words, signs, and labels. They will learn how to apply new vocabulary when speaking and retell a story in their own words. Further,  in reading the kindergarten children should be able to retell a story in their own words and also predict what will happen in the story. They should also be taught how to react to a story through painting, writing, and acting (Henderson County Public Schools, 2011). 
	In science, the concepts that should be taught to the kindergarten children include observing and explaining the similarities and differences of animals, observing and describing the elements of a material including the color, size, shape, and texture. The children should also be taught weather concepts including the type of precipitation, sky conditions, and variations of wind and temperature changes. They should also be taught measurement concepts such as measuring an object using various tools.  Alternatively, in the area of fine arts the kindergarten children should be taught concepts such as how to use and care for the resource materials, how to explore various materials in order to develop fine and gross motor skills, application of the elements of art including color, shape, line among others, and how to count or tell a story using pictures. They should also be taught about the forms of art and prominent artists (Henderson County Public Schools, 2011). 
	In order for the children to grasp the above concepts in different areas, the teacher should employ the developmentally appropriate practice described in this paper. For instance, while teaching mathematics, I would observe the children as they interact with the teaching resources so that I can understand the preference of each child. Consequently, I would adjust my teaching strategies in order to match the diverse needs of different children. Secondly, I would stimulate mathematical thinking and problem-solving skills by asking open-ended questions. This move would also help me to understand the learning of each child. In reading, I would ensure that the kindergarten program has daily opportunities that can expose the children to reading activities. Additionally, I would expose the children to various types of print resources both at school and in other locations such as a home. This will expose them to a lot of concepts in print materials. In science, I would employ a practical approach such as taking outside activities to study elements such as animals and the weather. Secondly, I would provide a lot of relevant resource materials that the children would explore in order to learn concepts such as identifying, comparing, and differentiating among others. In art, the children would be exposed to resource materials and allowed to interact with them. By doing so, I would identify the preference of each child, and hence their needs. Similarly, I would look closely in order to identify talents, and then take the necessary steps to nurture such talents (Prince Edward Island Department of Education and Early Childhood Development).
	In conclusion, developing a kindergarten program entails a lot of consideration. Such considerations are guided by three philosophies that require the teacher to understand the age-appropriate teaching strategies that would uphold the learning and development of the child, to relate to each child at a personal level and be able to meet their individual needs and being conversant with the family background and the culture which each child is exposed to. Subsequently, these philosophies are core, in nurturing the development and learning of each child through the developmentally appropriate practices.  In addition, these philosophies are also paramount in guiding the teacher in delivering the content in a way that will assist the children to grasp the expected concepts in each area of learning. Indeed, the development of a kindergarten program is tasking, as one has to identify numerous factors that could lead to the adherence of the developmentally appropriate practice; in order to mold the future generation in a holistic way.
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