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Media Violence and Desensitization
	The series walking dead is a video series that was directed by Michael Satrazemis. The series is characterized by numerous violence scenes. It depicts a situation where dead people come back to live in form of terrorizing creatures. These ghosts hunt for the living with an aim of preying on them. In this paper, I will review a scene which depicts the characters engaging in violence or aggression in the fourth episode of the ninth season of the walking dead series; with an aim of assessing how the scene could facilitate desensitization.
	This particular episode has four characters namely Carol Pelletier who is a middle-aged lady, Tyreese Williams who is a young man, Lizzie Samuels who is a teenager, her sister Mika   Samuels who is around ten years old, and a baby. Lizzie Samuel seems much attached to the walking dead. She does not understand why everyone else is killing them. She thinks they are normal humans, only that they are different from them. However, at one instant she is forced to employ violence against the walking dead. 
	In the movie, Lizzie is depicted as a young American girl who could be in her teen years, around fifteen to sixteen years. Just before the violent scene, Lizzie and her sister Mika are seated outside an isolated house in the middle of the forest. They are waiting for Carol and Tyreese to go inside and inspect the house before all of them could all go in. Lizzie and her sister start arguing about how they would treat the walking dead.  Lizzie is adamant that the living dead are just different people, and just as Mika is angrily trying to explain to her that the living dead could kill her, one walking dead falls from the balcony and it is about to attack Lizzie when Mika kills it.  After this incident, Lizzie is still sympathizing with the walking dead. As such, she catches a rat and goes to feed a walking dead which she had previously stopped Tyreese from killing. Just when her sister is stopping her, a bunch of the walking dead emerges and they start chasing them. Lizzie gets caught by the fence and she is about to be bitten by the walking dead. However, Mika saves her. Tyreese, Carol and Mika start shooting at the approaching walking deads. It is at this point that Lizzie eventually joins the others in shooting the walking dead which are now after them. 
	Notably, the nature of this episode facilitated the inclusion of violence. This is because; it entailed humans fighting against their deadly enemies (the walking dead). As such, there was no way that violence could have been avoided in the episode. Another reason why violence was depicted in this particular scene was to actually create suspense. Certainly, the viewer would be interested to know how Lizzie; who had shown an emotional connection to the walking dead, and who was actually sympathizing with them, would react at a point of approaching danger from the walking dead.
	According to Anderson et al. (2010), desensitizing is a process that reduces the responsiveness to various emotional stimuli. Indeed watching violence or aggression content can lead to desensitization. For instance, in this particular episode, a person who had a negative attitude towards murder could change their responsiveness, especially by considering murder to be okay where one is fighting an enemy. In the same line, media violence which involves children engaging in violence is more likely to cause desensitization to young children and adults alike. This can be achieved by the people comparing themselves to the child who is engaging in the violent behavior. As a matter of fact, a study conducted by Krahé et al., (2011) showed a close link between habitual exposure to media violence and desensitization. 
	In conclusion, the episode referred in this paper is a good illustration of media violence and the reasons why the media includes violent or aggressive content. The episode also offers a reference point in illustrating how media violence can lead to desensitization.

References
Anderson, C.A., Ihori, Nobuko, Bushman, B.J., Rothstein, H.R., Shibuya, A., Swing, E.L., Sakamoto, A., & Saleem, M. (2010). Violent Video Game Effects on Aggression, Empathy, and Prosocial Behavior in Eastern and Western Countries: A Meta-Analytic Review. Psychological Bulletin, Vo. 126, No. 2.
Krahé, B., Möller, I., Huesmann, L. R., Kirwil, L., Felber, J., & Berger, A. (2011). Desensitization to media violence: Links with habitual media violence exposure, aggressive cognition, and aggressive behavior. Journal of personality and social psychology, 100(4), 630.
Satrazemis, Michael, director. Walking Dead: The Grove. 123 Movies, 16 Mar. 2014, 123movies.cafe/episode/the-walking-dead-season-4-episode-14/.

