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The Slavery System
	In the twelve years a salve, Northup tells the story of his life in bondage, after he was kidnapped from the northern state where he had enjoyed freedom for more than thirty years. His kidnappers sold him as a slave in the southern region, where he served for 12 years as a slave, before he was rescued. While he was in bondage, Northup witnessed the cruelty that the white masters subjected the blacks and their white counterparts. As such, Northup observed, "It is not the fault of the slaveholder that he is cruel, so much as it is the fault of the system under which he lives". This paper will argue for this statement and conclude that indeed, both the whites and the enslaved blacks that lived in the south were mutually affected by the system.
	From Northup’s narration, it is evident that some of the slave masters were kind to their slaves. For instance, Northup noted that their father reserved warm and affectionate sentiment of the family where he had worked as a slave (21). This indicates that Northup’s father had a good relationship with his masters, and he was never mistreated. But such an argument begs the question if good treatment was enough. If the family indeed had good intentions about their slaves, why could they not just set them free? This indicates that even the good hearted people in the society were bound by the system, and therefore they found it acceptable to make slaves out of their fellow human beings. In fact, Northup ends up noting that even though their father was happy about his masters, he was always sorrowful of the slavery system. This is an indication that it was not the masters who were to blame for the cruelty subjected to the slaves, but rather the system that facilitated such treatment.
	A similar scenario Northup notes that his master Tibeats always complained and insulted him despite how much he tried to work hard. However, Northup justifies the master’s actions stating that, “ he is my master, entitled by law to my flesh and blood, and to exercise over me such tyrannical control as his mean nature prompted” (109). This is a clear indication that the law endorsed slavery, and indeed regarded the slaves as an object that could be used in whichever way by the master. At the same time, in this context, Northup indicates that he looked at his master with contempt; given that there was no law that prohibited him from doing so. This is a clear indication that the rule of law, or the systems that govern a society contribute significantly to the behavior of the members of such a society. As such, by endorsing slavery, the system was to a great extent influencing the conduct of masters, not only towards the black slaves but also to their white counterparts.
	In the same line, a comparison of the liberal northern states and the pro-slavery southern states clearly indicates the role of the systems in promoting slavery and cruelty. At the beginning of the book, Northup indicates that he had indeed enjoyed more than thirty years of his life in the liberal northern states. However, the minute he was kidnapped and transported to Louisiana, everything changed. He transitioned from being a free man to a slave. His worth changed promptly. 
	Notably, there were no biological or physical differences between the whites in the northern states and those in the southern states. However, it is surprising that the whites in the northern states lived harmoniously with the blacks. On the other hand, the whites on the southern region acted cruelly to blacks and whites alike. This indicates that the problem was not in the color of the skin, but rather a perception that had been drilled in the southerners’ mind by the slavery system. It can therefore be concluded that, both the whites and the enslaved blacks that lived in the south were mutually affected by the system.
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