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Feminism Views on Transgender, Masculinity and Race/Ethnicity
	Feminism is a set of beliefs that are aimed at facilitating gender equality in various areas including societal, political and economic; among others (Humm, 2014). Mostly, feminists fight for the rights of women in the society. They use their voice, and protests to try and change the perception of people towards women. While various feminists and feminism groups have had similar objectives of fighting for gender equality, they employ different approaches in their quest. The use of distinct approaches has generated various categories of feminism including radical feminism and liberal feminism. While both groups have the interest of women at heart, they have different opinions on various matters. This paper will compare and contrast the perception of radical and liberal feminists in regard to matters such as transgender, masculinity and race/ethnicity.
Radical Feminism
	According to Humm (2014), radical feminists view gender patriarchy as the greatest enemy of women. As a result, radical feminists suggest that women should be liberated from dependency on their male counterparts. This group of feminists opines that women are always subjected to physical and mental abuse that is perpetrated by their male counterparts. Therefore, radical feminists aim at changing the society in order to save the woman from oppression. They believe that legislative changes are not enough to dissolve the patriarchy in the society. Rather, the whole societal set up should be transformed. When their demands are not met, the radical feminists employ other actions characterized by aggression.
Liberal Feminism
	The liberal feminists recognize that the systems and the structures in the society are responsible for the gender inequalities. However, liberal feminists do not endeavor to change the society so as to facilitate gender equality. Rather, they air their concerns and grievances within the systems that make up the society; so as amendments that promote gender equality may be introduced for the well being of the women (Lorber, 1997). As such, this group of feminism tries to eliminate the social hurdles that hinder gender equality. They advocate for legislations, laws and policies that promote gender equality. Notably, this group of feminists formed the first wave of feminism movements of the 1848 to 1920; which proposed and pushed for legislation amendments to facilitate gender equality. Among the pioneers of liberal feminism are Abigail Adams and Mary Wollstonecraft (Goldberg, 2014)
Definition of Terms
	Haggerty (2015) describes transgender as word that is used to refer to individuals who fail to conform to the existing beliefs about gender. Such people present themselves and live a lifestyle that is contrary to the genders that they were identified with during birth. On a wide scope the term may be used to refer to other groups of people including transsexuals, butch lesbians, and heterosexual males who are also cross dressers. Transsexual is a term that is used to refer to people who alter their bodies using either hormones or surgical operations or both; in order to conform to a certain gender identity in a way that is contrary to the sex assigned to them at birth. A trans woman is a term that is used to refer to an individual who has transitioned from the male gender to the female gender. On the other hand, a trans man is a person who has transitioned from the male gender to the female gender. 
How Radical Feminism View  Transgender Issues
	Due to their different approaches, the radical feminism and the liberal feminism possess varying attitudes on various issues. However, this does not mean that both groups depict varying points of views all the time. To start with, the radical feminists have more often than not, been engaged in spiteful battles with the trans individuals and their supporters. The perceptions of the radical feminist towards trans women and trans men differ significantly. First of all, MacDonald (1998) noted that the trans women argue that they change their gender identity because they feel female. This is to indicate that they have female instincts and brain, in a male body. As such, they transition to women so that their brain can match with their newly acquired body. However, radical feminists are opposed to the idea of “female brain” or “female instincts”. Instead, radical feminists opine that women act differently from men because they are compelled to behave so by the society. In other words, the male dominated society expects women to exhibit characteristics such as sexual attractiveness, caring and reverent. In fact, the American radical feminists Lierre Keith referred to the aspect of being a female as “ritualized submission” (Goldberg, 2014). 
	The above discussion depicts that; radical feminists view gender as a caste position rather than an identity.  As such, they believe that any person who is born a man is bound to retain the privileges that the males enjoy in the society, at the expense of their female counterparts.  In fact, radical feminism feel that the fact that men have a choice to transition into trans women hinders them from understanding what it is really like to be a woman. Similarly, the radical feminists detest the way trans women demand to be recognized as women. They feel that by posing such a demand, the trans women are just exercising another kind of male entitlement. 
	Yet, in her book Genders Hurt (2014) the radical feminist Sheila Jeffrey expresses her concern regarding the gender re-assignment surgical operations. She considers that surgeries as a type of mutilation. Therefore, she refers to detransitioners as survivors. Further, she uses their experience to argue that trasgenderism is not immutable, and hence it does not necessitate radical medical intervention. In fact, she opines that the regrets that the detransitioners experience is a clear indication that there is no person who is authentically and essentially transgender; and who can be precisely identified by a psychiatrist as such. Like other radical feminists, Jeffrey is greatly concerned with the way physicians use drugs to prevent the development of undesirable secondary sex traits in transgender children. She notes that such puberty delaying drugs pose a significant risk factor for infertility. 
	On another note, because radical feminists do not regard trans people with their newly acquired gender, they use female and male pronouns to refer to trans men and trans women respectively. Similarly, radical feminists are opposed to the idea of trans women sharing the exclusively female space.  Also, in her book, Transsexual Empire: The Making of the She-Male, (1979), Janice Raymond compares the transsexual women to rapists. She indicates that the male to female transition is a form of deception that the transitioning males go through so that they can be able to exploit the womenfolk. This way of thinking has always been used by the radical feminists to exclude the Trans women from attending events, and gatherings that are meant for female attendees (Goldberg, 2014). Therefore, the presence of trans women in women-only events is considered as an infringement of “safe space” of the women’s community. 
	On the other hand, some radical feminists sympathize with the trans men. The radical feminists feel that women aspire to become men in order to enjoy the privileges that are enjoyed by the males in the patriarchy society (Jeffreys, 2014). On the other hand, some radical feminists opine that male who transit to trans women are inspired by the objectification of women. As such, by imagining themselves with female body parts such as breasts and vulva, they get sexually aroused. In fact, radical feminists feel that tras women desire to be accepted as women so that they can attain an “erotic fixation indulged” (Blanchad, 2008, p. 112). On the contrary, Raymond (1978) views trans men as traitors who evaded the struggle for female equality, and instead joined the status of men; and most probably men who are antifeminists. In fact, Raymond opines that trans men did not choose their transitional predicament. Rather, it was imposed on them as a patriarchy’s way of devastating women who challenge femininity. 
How Radical Feminism View Transgender Issues
	Most of the liberal feminists’ points of view regarding transgender issues are contrary to those of radical feminists. First of all, liberal feminists recognize that the society is structured in a way that upholds sexists’ roles and norms. However, this group of feminists strongly advocates for an autonomous choice in regard to an individual’s sexuality. As such, they opine that to some extent, women have a right to choose their sexuality. In fact, liberal feminists uphold transgenderism; arguing that it is a way of rejecting the existing sexual norms that are oppressive to women (MacDonald, 1998). In this sense, both radical and liberal feminists share the opinion that trans men are seeking a way of escaping from patriarchy. As such, both groups to some extent sympathize with the trans men. However, both groups do not share the same opinions when it comes to trans women.
	In the same line,  in her book Loose Women, Lecherous Men (1997), Linda LeMoncheck who is a liberal feminist indicate that the liberalists endorse a wide range of “sexual experiences, preferences and desires” (p. 107). As such, the sexual needs of any individual should be nurtured by communities of people who respond positively to such needs. This is to indicate that both men and women have a right to make decision regarding their sexuality. In the same line, she proposes that organizations should support such decisions, and ensure that those who want to transition have the necessary resources to do so. 
	Another liberal feminist who uphold transgenderism is Martha Nussbaum. Being a liberalist, Nussbaum possesses a passionate concern for the marginalized in the society. Not only is concerned about the sexual minorities but also those in in the margins of transgender (Ball, 2010). As such, Nussbaum is concerned about the various types of objectification that affects the trans people. For instance, she opines that trans people are denied the right and freedom to self determination, that is depicted in their quest to gender transition. Also, she is concerned that the trans people are regularly described as having the condition of gender dysphoria; which basically means that they are in a state of confusion and hence are unable to make appropriate decisions about their lives. Subsequently, Nussbaum feels that the community should appreciate diversity in the society, by appreciating the Trans people choices regarding their personalities.
	It is to be noted that liberal feminism movements are greatly concerned about the rights of the lesbians, gay, bisexual and transgender people (LGBT); as marginalized groups. Therefore, organizations such as the National Organization of Women (NOW) are against the oppression of the transgender, as well as employment discrimination for the tras people. However, just like the radical feminists, this movement considers reassignment surgery as a form of mutilation that is facilitated by sexist society. As such, just like the radical feminists, liberalists are opposed against such kinds of operations. They, therefore, suggest that, transitioning should be obtained by fighting the social structures that uphold gender inequality rather than undertaking the reassignment surgery. Similarly, the NOW shares the same belief that trans males men are traitors who escape the struggle to be a woman and transition to enjoy the privileges of men in a male dominated society (National Organization of Women) 
How Radical Feminism View Masculinity
	The perception of radical feminists towards masculinity is significantly linked to their basic belief. According to Jeffrey (2014), radical feminists are not interested in making gender a bit flexible. Instead, they wish to eliminate the concept of gender once and for all. In fact, they perceive gender as the pathway that facilitates male dominance. In view of this, radical feminists perceive masculinity as conduct of the prevailing orthodoxy of patriarchy. On the other hand, in her book, Feminists Theory: from the Margin to Center (2000) Bell Hook, who is a liberal feminist, defines feminism as the struggle to end chauvinist domination.  As such, radical feminists such as Nancy Chodorow (2002) associate masculinity with aggression and domination of men leading to acts of violence and war. In the same manner, radical feminists MacKinnon (2003) links masculinity to aggression, but this time resulting to domination of men and their sexual exploitation of women. Still other radical feminists feel that masculinity is a form of male identification that points out on the gender roles of men. In this belief, masculinity is viewed as superior to femininity. Therefore, this understanding of masculinity depicts male domination over women, and thus it is attributed to patriarchy.
	Therefore, radical feminists attack masculinity instead of defending bigotry allegation that women are inferior. In fact, Gardiner (2004) noted that radical feminists view masculinity as a negative and violent identity, which lacks any trait that was conventionally assigned to masculinity. On the other hand, radical feminists have opined that the idea of masculinity is passed on due to the overburdening of women with caregiving responsibilities. As such, the psychological disposition generated by a female-dominated parenting affects boys and girls in different ways. For instance, the girls develop their feminine gender identity by aping their mothers. Consequently, they develop an identity that is inter-reliant, nurturing and empathic. On the other hand, instead of copying their fathers, the boys isolate and compare themselves with their mothers. As a result, they develop an identity that is, self-sufficient and individuated. In view of this, radical feminists opine that the patriarchy that burdens the women with child- rearing responsibilities is a sexist’s way of developing and upholding masculinity in the society. In the same way, Chodorow (2002) noted that such kind of masculinity that is developed by the negation of the mother is a defensive mechanism that is bound to be inflexible and formed on illogic stereotyping and constricted cultural norms. Therefore, she opines that such kind of masculinity is detrimental for both the holder and the culture. 
	Other radical feminists view masculinity as an aspect for male dominance that limits men’s happiness. They argue that the traditional roles assigned to masculinity hinder the men from certain responsibilities that are traditionally related to feminism. Such responsibilities include child rearing. These radical feminists therefore, opine that masculinity views that relate the role of child rearing to women hinder the men from enjoying the privilege of undertaking the child rearing responsibilities. They argue that, if men would ignore the notion of masculinity and share caregiving roles with the women, gender inequality would end. This is because; women would no longer be over burdened with care giving roles. Also, men would enjoy fulfilling, intimate interactions with the children and wives. Therefore, in this context, radical feminists view masculinity as a hindrance for men’s happiness (Gardiner, 2004).
How Liberal Feminists View Masculinity
	As stated before, liberal feminists contend that the secondary status assigned to women in the society is yielded by unequal opportunities and isolation from men. They believe that all people in the society are equal, and hence they are entitled to equal rights. As a result, just like the radical feminists, liberalists view masculinity from various points of view. To start with, liberal feminists perceive masculinity as a form gender identity that defines gender roles. This description is contrary to their belief regarding humans as equal beings. Therefore, from this perspective, the liberal feminists oppose masculinity, deeming it as a patriarchy element that is meant to suppress the status of women in the society (Gardiner, 2004). 
	Similarly, liberal feminists view masculinity as a cultural element that associated men to certain traits, which uphold sexism. For instance, masculinity in the society is associated with physical strength. Also, Ruspini (2011) indicated that masculinity is regularly connected to the quest for power and identity, through sexual exploitation of women through womanizing, male based rape jokes, assault among others. Yet, such dysfunctional description of masculinity is passed on to the young boys through an intended phenomenon that makes the young boys to conform to such absurd notion of masculinity. 
	This notwithstanding, Gardiner (2004) found that the contemporary versions of liberal feminism view masculinity with a more open attitude. For instance, Eleanor Maccoby (1998) who is a liberal feminist has a modern attitude towards masculinity. In her view, she endorses individuality and autocracy in the choice of preferred sexuality. In the same line, she gives advocates for a distinct play of masculinity and feminism across the life cycle. In fact, Maccoby finds greater distinctions within a particular gender, that between both genders. She also describes contrary components while comparing masculinity and femininity. This view is shared by several other liberal feminists who seek to undermine gender dualism by perceiving gender as a developmental element across the life cycle (Gardiner, 2004). 
	Still, other liberal feminists have demonstrated the presence of masculinity in female bodies. This concept is usually connected to members of the GLBT who may not be males but they identify themselves with masculinity. For instance, the identification of oneself with masculinity is portrayed in the two classes of lesbians. The butch; though female identify themselves as more masculine that feminine. On the other hand, the femmes are considered to be the feminine lesbians. this point of view leads to the conclusion that understanding masculinity from the social historical context, presents a wider perspective which does not limit masculinity to men.
How Radical Feminism View Race/Ethnicity. 
	Murphy and Livingstone (2014) noted that radical feminism does not recognize race as a form of oppression that is connected inseparably to distinct economic factors. This attitude begs the question of whether all whites are racists. This question was answered in the discussion in spare rib feminism magazine. The conclusion of the discussion implied that all whites are racists; by virtual of the color of their skin. As such, whites were considered to be dominant over black women, even when other factors are not put into consideration. As a result, radical feminism regards racism as lesser than sexism. As such, they opine that racism cannot be absent in a patriarchy society. This kind of notion, as expressed by the radical feminists imply that the radical feminism is not particularly concerned with racism. Rather, radical feminists are more concerned about the most afflicted women against male dominion instead of “whitearchy.” In this case, when the aspect of class difference is disregarded, the black women face the greatest oppression. 
	In the same line, radical feminists have shown a great and compassionate concern towards the black women. However, their concern is not significantly linked to racism, and its effects on the black women. Instead, the concern is a symbol of solidarity amongst all the women in the world. In this case, the radical feminists are always adamant in maintaining their paramount principle that places patriarchy as the fundamental form of oppression. Therefore, while addressing the issues of racism, the radical feminists are more concerned with the oppression of the victims of racism who couple up as women, rather than racism as a vice. As matter of fact, the principle of radical feminists is depicted in the Film Born in Flames by Lizzie Borden (1983); where women regardless of their race or class join hands to fight against men. This is a clear indication that race and class are disregarded, in most important and fundamental struggle against men. 
How Liberal Feminists View Race/Ethnicity
	The stance of liberal feminism is on the equality of all humans. As such, they are greatly concerned about the issue of racism and especially against women of color. Unlike the radical feminists who uphold sexism as the basic form of oppression, the liberal feminists recognize that there is a link between racism and sexism. However, the liberal feminism is concerned that racial discrimination against the women of color fails to fit accurately within the legal classification of either racism or bigotry. Instead, legal provisions generally identify sexism in regard to related injustices that are faced by all women; including the white women. Similarly, legal provisions recognize racism as related injustices that are faced by all people of color including the men. This phenomenon is unfortunate, as it fails to focus on the oppression of the women of color, as a marginalized group that faces specific type of sexism and racism. Hooks (2014) argues that this leaves the women of color legally invisible. 
	Similarly, according to Murphy and Livingstone (2014), liberal feminism is greatly concerned with the rights of an individual as opposed to the society. As a result, they recognize racism as a virtual which just like sexism, brings about the oppression of both males and female. Notably, the radical feminists while trying to stress cohesion   between the white woman and the victims of color; blame the males. On the contrary, the liberal feminist recognizes that racism is facilitated not by the men but by social systems, and it affects both men and women alike.   This notwithstanding, due to their focus on the rights of women, liberal feminism cannot ignore the fact that women of color face distinct oppression; first for being women and second for being women of color.  As such, liberal feminism realizes that women undergo through a collective form of oppression. However, racism adds to the oppression of women of color. Therefore, the liberal feminists differ from the radical feminism in that it recognizes racism as a fundamental form of oppression just like sexism. They also opine that sexism is closely linked to racism. 
Conclusion
	In conclusion, all categories of feminism stand up for the rights of women in the society. However, different feminism groups use different approaches in the quest for gender equality. For instance, the liberal feminists are abolitionists who endeavor to change the society which facilitates patriarchy. On the other hand, liberal feminism works within the prevailing systems endeavoring to change the systems and structures that uphold gender inequality. Due to their distinct approaches, both groups of feminists offer more contrary than similar opinions; in issues such as transgender, masculinity and race/ ethnicity.  First of all, the radical feminists are strongly opposed to gender transitioning. They argue that trans women transition so that they can use deceit to exploit women even further. On the other hand, they view trans men as traitors who abandon fellow women in their feminine struggles, in order to gain the domineering status enjoyed by men. On the contrary, liberal feminists opine that every individual has a right to choose the gender they want to identify with. However, both groups are concerned with the reassignment surgeries and the effect they pose on individuals. 
	On the issue of masculinity, radical feminism regards masculinity as the ways of the prevailing orthodoxy of patriarchy. On the contrary, liberal feminists view masculinity as a cultural element that associates men to certain traits that uphold sexism. Yet, to some extent, both groups recognize masculinity as an element of gender identity that is meant to suppress the position of women in the society. Lastly, radical feminists fail to recognize race as a fundamental form of oppression like sexism. They hold the belief that, sexism is the fundamental form of oppression from which; all other forms of oppression are borne. On the contrary, liberal feminism recognizes racism as an independent fundamental form of oppression. However, they also recognize sexism as a platform that facilitates racism especially against the women of color. Evidently, both groups of feminism are poised for the same quest. However, their approaches are more dissimilar than similar.
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