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The civil rights of mentally ill patients have often been an issue of concern given that every individual regardless of their mental condition has a right to enjoy the privileges of the normal persons (Szmukler et al., 2014). Mentally ill patients also have an entitlement to enjoy the civil rights which entail being treated equally and receive medical care and attention that does not discriminate then based on their condition (Szmukler et al., 2014). As such, the right to enjoy civil rights is upheld despite the mental sickness or situation a doctor may diagnose in a patient or court-ordered treatment. In the United States, the American with Disability Act (ADA) and Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness (PAIMI) Program protect the civil privileges of psychologically ill patients through the substance abuse and mental health services administration (samhsa.gov, 2014).
However, various issues may arise regarding individuals who have a mental illness. First, financial management for individuals with mental illness is a challenge as they cannot determine and prudently utilize their finances. As such, it is essential that an individual of sound mind who could either be a relative or family member be responsible for financial issues regarding the individual (Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness, 2015). Again, the mentally ill persons may have no capacity to carry out their activities efficiently and thus the need to enhance primary care until they receive appropriate treatment. For instance, they may fail to receive visitors or communicate appropriately with their friends and family members. It is essential to ensure that they carefully monitor as they have the right to express themselves as long as they do not infringe on the freedoms of others. As such, it is imperative for the family members to seek medical attention while also understanding the fundamental rights of the sick patient to uphold their civil rights despite their conditions (Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness, 2015).
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