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Policy Proposal: An Intelligence Approach to Gang Violence
Introduction
	According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, America harbors 33,000 gangs, which hold about 1.4 million members. The gangs operate in the neighborhoods, while others operate in the streets. Yet, some gang members operate while they are still in detention. Most of these gangs are advanced, and they operate in well-organized systems. Their activities range from human, gun, and drug trafficking, robbery, prostitution, and fraud; among other criminal activities. This paper presents a policy proposal for gang violence in Los Angeles.
Presentation of the Problem (Its Existence, Seriousness, And Causes)
	One of the detrimental effects that are caused by gang violence is the recruitment of female minors into prostitution. According to Fox, the gang members usually target the vulnerable girls then they lure or force them into prostitution. The gangs may kidnap the vulnerable girls from the homeless shelters or detention centers. They then violently force the girls into prostitution (598). Most astonishing, Fox noted that the exposure to prostitution is characterized by numerous dangers. As such, after a minor is recruited into prostitution, they are likely to live for an average of only seven years (593-594). 
	In addition, gang violence poses major social and economic implications in the communities where they operate. Firstly, the community members in gang invested neighborhoods live in fear of criminal victimization. Besides, families living in such areas are concerned that their children may be lured or coerced into the gangs, or the associated criminal activities. Also, gang violence is attributed to a significant number of homicides. In 2013, the 16, 398 violent crimes were attributed to gang crimes.  They included homicides, felony assaults, robberies and rapes (The Los Angeles Police Department 1).On the other hand, Harding indicated that gang violence poses a huge economic burden on the neighborhoods where they operate. To start with, due to intimidation of the customers and the business owners, small businesses are not likely to thrive in neighborhoods controlled by the gangs (74). As such, there is no doubt that gang violence is a social evil that must be tamed once and for all.
	Most gang activities flourish in low-income communities. As such, there are various theories that have been developed to explain the emergence of gangs. Most of those theories point to the status of a person’s life as the major contributing factor for gang membership. Factors such as unemployment, poverty, rejection, family breakdown, addiction, educational failure are some of the life conditions that may compel people to join the gangs (Regan 1).
Consequences of Failing to Solve the Problem
	The proliferation of gang violence cannot be overlooked; neither can the detrimental impacts it has on the society. If no action is taken to stop gang violence, the rate of crime will increase, the lives of the young people will be implicated in gang violence, and this will generate a rotten generation. In the same line, the economic cost posed by gang violence will be like a yoke on the shoulders of innocent civilians. More homicides will be witnessed in the streets and neighborhood alike, and it will become unbearable to live in a gang-infested society. As such, the situation needs to be redeemed before it gets too far. Accordingly, I propose a policy entitled “an intelligence approach to gang violence”.
The Stake Holders Involved in this Issue, Including Individuals, Groups, Institutions, Government, Among Others
	 Notably, gang violence is deep-rooted vice in the American society. According to the FBI, most of the major gangs in America have international origins in countries such as El Salvador, Guatemala as well as Honduras. As such, the criminal operations of the gangs in the major cities in the US are linked to their home countries. As a result, it would not be possible to deal with the gang issue without considering the origins. To do that, various stakeholders including the federal and state governments, the foreign governments where the gangs originated, the FBI, other intelligence units, as well as the community at large must join hands as the key stakeholders in the fight against gang violence in Los Angeles, and America at large.
The Policy Proposal: An Intelligence Approach to Gang Violence
	Based on the secretive nature of the structures that facilitate gang violence, gang intelligence is a vital element in the fight against this menace. This policy endorses the employment of intelligence- based investigations, as a way of distracting and decentralizing the operations of the gangs. In the proposed policy, the named stakeholders would have a secured platform, where they share timely and authentic intelligence information regarding the operations of the gangs. Such information would then be subjected to strategic intelligence analysis, in order to find the best course of action. After a decision is made, the law enforcers should take up their positions in collaboration with the FBI in disrupting and dismantling the operations of the gangs. In addition, an operational unit should be placed in the countries where these gangs originated from. The intelligence obtained by these units would prove significant for the American-based investigations as well as the investigations in the host countries. As such, it would be possible to simultaneously counter gang operations from within the US states, and the countries where the gangs originate. 
Steps of Raising Awareness
	The communities members of the neighborhood where the gangs operate may have essential information that could help counter the operations of the gangs and capture the culprits. However, the civilians are fearful of giving out such information, as this could put their lives in danger. Therefore, the state and local government should conduct an awareness outreach, and place a prize for the civilians who would provide helpful information. While doing so, the governments must provide a top secrecy platform where the public can give out such information without posing a threat to their lives. 
Discussion of Reasons to Support the Policy
	The initial step to solving any problem is recognizing its roots. Due to the proliferation of the street gangs, it would be impossible to counter them from one side or one state. As such, a counter-attack needs collaboration form the mentioned stakeholders; among others. Yet, it would be impossible to solve the gang problem by fighting it in only IN Los Angeles, while the operations of the same gangs are national and transnational. Moreover, the gangs’ operations are carried out in top secrecy; thus necessitating the intervention of the gang intelligence. Therefore, the intelligence approach policy offers a holistic approach to fighting gang violence. 
Conclusion
	Gang violence in Los Angeles and the US at large is among the major security threats that taint the American history. The gangs and the gang memberships have been rising over the years, causing detrimental societal and economic effects. As such, an all-encompassing approach as the one presented in this paper would prove effective in solving the gang menace.
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