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The stem cell research is recognized for presenting a significant opportunity for the understanding of human biology, and the discovery of novel treatments for a wide spectrum of disorders including the Parkinson’s disease, and myocardial infarction; just to name but a few. This notwithstanding, the subject of using stem cells in scientific research generates a sharp ethical controversy. Stem cell research poses an ethical dilemma. Alternatively, the embryonic stem cell research contributes to the duty to respect human life. On the other hand, stem cell research generates prevention and mitigation of human suffering. This paper will argue by terminating the development of a potential human, the stem cell research is unethical because it overlooks the dignity and rights of the human at the embryonic developmental stage. 
According to Sigel (2016), the human embryonic stem cell (HESC)is harvested from the embryo on the 5th  day after conception. On day five, the embryo consists of around 200 to 250 cells. These cells mostly consist of the trophoblast. The HESC are derived from the internal layers of the blastocyst. As a result, their derivation of leads to the destruction of the outer part (trophoblast). This, in turn, eliminates the capability for further development of the embryo.
Despite its destructive nature, the stem cell research is associated with numerous medical benefits. According to Fischbach and Fischbach (2004), stems cells are not specialized. Therefore, they possess the capability to replenish themselves, proliferate and differentiate into  specialized cell. These cells are unique in the sense that they can proliferate to form other different cells in the body. The discovery and scientific knowledge of stem cells are very promising for the future of medicine. Due to their potential to maintain, replenish and repair all types of tissues, the stem cells have the incomparable potential for the treatment of illnesses and injuries that have resisted the conventional medical interventions. For instance, Lo and Parham (2009) noted that stem cell research holds hope for the treatment of grave disorders and injuries such as spinal cord injury, and the Parkinson’s disease, among others. But this face value picture of the stem cell research is one-sided. On the other side of this issue, a mask so dark that it threatens the very life of human beings exists. It is on this note that I strongly oppose the idea of stem cell research.
The stem cell research terminates the development of a life that has already formed inside or outside the human body. This is a threat to the human generation. Of course, there are those who argue that the embryo does not have the rights of a completely formed human being. But this kind of argument begs the question of; if all human embryos were destroyed, there would be no future human generation. Indeed, the embryo is the very basic form of the human life. Therefore, I am convinced that any arguments that place the embryo in a lesser state than a human being do not hold water whatsoever. After all, all human life comes directly from the embryo. This is a precise fact indicating that destroying the human embryo equates to the destruction of a human life.  Unless, of course, there was I another way through which life can be achieved.
In the same line, an embryo possesses a complete moral status immediately after fertilization. There is no doubt that an embryo is a potential human. To start with, the development of a human life is a continuous process that commence immediately after conception (eurostemcell.org). Therefore, a human embryo is basically a human being but at the embryonic stage. I wonder why the subsequent stages should be considered more worthy than the embryonic stage. If the embryo is not valued as a human being at this stage of development, this would mean that fetus and infants are less human because they are also stages of development of a human being. Certainly, this cannot happen. 
This means that every stage of development of the human is essential and significant, and therefore the human at the embryonic developmental phase is not a lesser human than a human in the subsequent stages of human development. Therefore, even though an embryo does not possess the characteristics of a fully formed human being, it is still a forming human (eurostemcell.org).  In this case, destroying the embryo in the name of stem cell research is compromising the respect and dignity that should be bestowed on any living human being. Just like a vulnerable toddler has the right to be protected and facilitated by growth and development opportunities, so should an embryo. After all, both are stages of development of a human being. Therefore, stem cell research is unethical because it undermines the moral status of human being in the embryonic stage of human development.
In the same manner, creating embryos for stem cell research and therapy supersedes the ethical line in various scopes. Firstly, these embryos are created through cloning or in vitro fertilization. Either way, the creation of embryos for other reasons besides reproduction is morally problematic. To start with, every embryo that is created for reproductive purposes are viewed as a potential human in that each one of them is destined to implantation and hopefully maturation into a person (Sigel, 2016). On the contrary, embryos created for non-productive purposes are viewed as mere tools for conducting research. However, there is no difference between the embryos created for reproductive purposes and research purposes. Under the right conditions, both of them are likely to develop into mature humans (Sigel, 2016). While there is no certainty that all the embryos created for reproductive purposes would all develop into humans, the difference between intending to harm and foreseeing harm holds an ethical significance. Therefore, given the description of the embryonic stage as a basic stage of human development, there is no doubt that creating embryos for non-reproductive purposes, is unethical because it deprives the human in at the embryonic developmental stage the opportunity to develop into a human being. After all, if all research embryos were donated to individuals for reproductive purposes, there is no doubt that all research embryos would have an opportunity to develop into mature human beings. The concept of the human life is an intriguing yet solemn issue. Human life, therefore, despite the stage it is in, is not something to be taken for granted, as is the case in stem cell research.
In conclusion, stem cell research may yield numerous medical benefits, but its foundation raises an ethical question. How ethical or even rational is it to compromise the life of one individual in order to save the life of another. Every living human being possesses an equal moral status, and therefore, all stages of human development beginning from conception to maturity should be regarded with dignity. In any case, no life is greater than the other. However, the stem cell research denies the embryo the chance to complete its development into maturation, thus suppressing its dignity, and right to live. As such, from an ethical perception, stem cell research is unethical, despite its projected medical capabilities. 
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