Name
Institution
Course
Date
History and Me: Timeline
	1990- 2012 Personal situations/ events
	Important historical events
	Key indicators

	1990-1991: Born and raised in the US just a few months towards the end of the cold war
	1990: The beginning of the gulf war in the middle east, resulting from  Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait (Lalor, 1992)

1990: Tim Berners-Lee invented the world wide web (C.& T., n.d)

1990: The US entered into the early 1990s recession which lasted up to March 1991 (Gardner 1994)
1991: The cold world war comes to an end (Snyder, 2018)


	1990: The rate of unemployment rose from 5.5% in January to 6.3 in December. This was the highest rate of unemployment experienced since May  1886 (“United States Labor Force Statistics”, 2018)


	2005: Parent’s business boomed
	2005: The occurrence of the Hurricane Katrina, which started by a depression in the southeastern Bahamas, and proceeded towards the Gulf of Mexico (Nordhaus, 2006)

2007: The start of the great recession
	2005: Hurricane Katrina is estimated to have caused an economic loss of around 81 billion dollars (Nordhaus, 2006). Besides, some major gas and oil refineries were closed. As a result, the prices of gasoline throughout the country hit three dollars per gallon (Nordhaus, 2006)

2005: The Americans raised their concerns over the increased cost of life resulting from higher gas prices, cost of employment, housing problems, debt burden as well as the unfriendly stock market

2005: The US citizens raised their concerns over the Katrina relief efforts, terming it as an extravagant affair (Pew Research Centre, 2005).
Significant technological advancement took place, resulting in the expansion of Facebook, and Youtube (Graves, n.d.)
2007: The internet hit off on its broader role in the 2008 presidential campaigns (Pew Research Centre, 2007).

	2008: Lost our house
	2008: Barrack Obama won the election to his first term in office
2008: The great recession progresses to the second year

	2008: American’s despair due to the financial crisis lessens (Pew Research Centre, 2008)

2008: 28 million Americans were relying on food stamps (Usborne, 2008)

	2009: Graduated from high school and owned a car
	2009: The end of the great recession

	2009: 2000-2010 named as the worst decade in the last five decades (Pew Research Centre, 2009)
2009: Internet and cell phones named among the changes that would bring  positive change (Pew Research Centre, 2010)
2009: The real GDP decline by 2.4% (Blinder, 2010)
2009: Rates of unemployment above 9% (Blinder, 2010)
2010: the real GDP expanded by 3.7% (Blinder, 2010).




Indeed, the information that I have researched while developing my timeline has changed my point of view regarding various occurrences in my life. While one is going through a particular phase of life, sometimes it is hard to relate that incident to the historical context at that particular time. I remember in 2008 we lost our house to the mortgagers. I only found this to be an unfortunate situation. I did not know that we were actually going through an economic crisis as a nation. Also, when my parents business was booming in 2005, I did not connect this to the historical context. However, after researching while developing my timeline, I realized that the reason why the business was doing well was closely related to the hurricane Katrina. Notably, just before the hurricane, my parents had sold a property and stocked their gasoline business. It is also worth mentioning that our family was not directly affected to the hurricane. But when the hurricane occurred in 2005, major gas and oil refineries were closed. As a result, the prices of gasoline throughout the country hit three dollars per gallon (Nordhaus, 2006). This effect augured well with my parents business, because, they had stocked gasoline at a lower price before the hurricane. Therefore, when the hurricane occurred, they hiked the price of the gasoline to three dollars as it was being sold everywhere else in the country. In the same manner, losing our house was significantly associated with the great recession. Notably, after the beginning of the great recession in 2007, our family business was doing very poorly. As such, my parents who did not have extra source of income started experiencing problems paying the mortgage. During that time, two people whom I know well also lost their house. Therefore, when we lost our house, I thought it was another unfortunate case that had befallen our family, and neighbors. But this incident is linked to the economic context during that time. In short, I have learnt that most of the circumstances we face in life are closely linked to the historical context we are living in; this is something that I had not comprehended previously.
To a larger extent, the quantitative data that I collected was not correlated to the events that were happening in my life. For instance, I found out that the Katarina hurricane is estimated to have caused a loss of 81 billion US dollars. Furthermore, the incident resulted in higher gasoline prices. In fact, the oil sector was hit hard by the occurrence. Given that my parents were in the oil sector, this data would indicate that their business would go down. However, this was not the case. On the contrary, the hiking of the gasoline process all over the country acted in favor of my parent’s business. In the same line, immediately after the end of the great recession, it would be expected that the economic status of the country is at its poorest. The real GDP declined 2.4%, and rates of unemployment rose above 9% (Blinder, 2010). But it is during this time that my parents managed to buy me a car after my high school graduation. They had engaged in a business deal, which had yielded a lot of profit, despite the hard economic times.
Notably, personal recollections, history, and quantitative data are not always the same, neither do they always represent or reflect the same facts. While the personal collections are closely related to the history, some historical occurrences are isolated, and therefore they do not affect everybody in the same way. Therefore, history does not always impact the personal collections. In the same line, the personal collections do not always correlate to the quantitative data. If it did I would not have had the ability to get a car, at the end of the great recession, when the nation was in a critical economic situation. The real GDP decline was 2.4% while the rate of unemployment was above 9% (Blinder, 2010). Based on this quantitative data, it would have been hard for me to get a car during the seemingly hard economic times. This indicates that the personal collections, history, and quantitative data do not always reflect the same thing. But this effect does not apply all the time. For instance, the year we lost our house, the economic situation was so bad that 28 million Americans were relying on food stamps (Usborne, 2008). This shows a correlation between history, quantitative data and personal collections These differing occurrences indicate that historical context, and the data that reflect such a context may, but do not always apply to people at a personal level. 
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