Medicare Part B covers physician services and outpatient health and medical services that are not covered under Part A. One example of a service covered by Medicare Part B is a screening mammography. Under Part B, screening mammograms are covered annually (once every 12 months) and follow-up diagnostic mammograms are covered if deemed medically necessary (1, 2).
 
Another service that is covered by Part B is outpatient PT and OT. PT and OT could be medically necessary after a long inpatient stay or if a patient has recently suffered a car accident or other traumatic event. While the “caps” on the amount of PT and OT Medicare will cover have been removed, these services need to be explained and proven to be medically necessary once services have surpassed $2,010 annually (3).
 
Telehealth services are also covered by Medicare Part B. These services are only covered for patients who live in rural areas and need to discuss a medical issue or concern with their healthcare provider. Provider consultations are mostly given by physicians, PAs and NPs. Two-way, live interactions between a patient and a provider are necessary in order for Medicare to cover the service. Thus, conversations via email do not meet the requirement (1).
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Response
Indeed, Medicare part B covers medically necessary services. These include the services or items that are necessary in diagnosing or treating a medical condition. However, the medical conditions must meet the mandated standards of medical practice. In the same vein, Medicare part B covers preventive services such as what you have indicated (mammograms). Besides the mammograms, Medicare part B covers a wide range of preventive and screening services including HIV screening, glaucoma tests, diabetes screening and self management trainings, as well as flu, hepatitis B, and Pneumonia shots; just to name but a few. Indeed, I agree that Medicare part B also covers telehealth services which must be conducted in real time communication. However, I do not think that this service is covered only for patient in rural areas. After all the telehealth services is applicable for a wide spectrum of treatment and care services including subsequent nursing facility visit, psychotherapy, smoking cessation services, and nutritional therapies among others.
