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Why the Reconstruction ended in the South
The Reconstruction period is a reference to the period immediately after the Civil War that involved the re-establishing of the United States (Howard University). After the Civil War, there was a belief that the United States needed to be revamped to alter its reputation by eliminating slavery (Howard University). However, whereas military conflicts had ceased, there was discontentment between the North and the South due to the war and its effects. The North felt a desire to chastise the South for orchestrating the war (Jones 218). Therefore, during this time, the North felt the need to avenge for the war and the impacts it caused in the region, and there were convictions that the South should pay for being responsible for the war. Thus, it can be observed that the reconstruction period played a significant role in the U.S. because of its aim to revamp America by healing the contentment. 
Additionally, there was a need to evaluate how the Confederacy dilemma could be solved. It is worth noting that during the Civil War, about 11 states had split from the Union between 1860 and 1861 (Adler 193). After the split, these countries had operated separately from the rest of the country until their feat in 1865. Therefore, the Reconstruction involved the establishment of mechanisms to bring back these states into the Union. If America was to be re-established, all countries needed to be committed towards a common objective (Howard University). Therefore, it was necessary to discuss how the countries that operated under the Confederacy umbrella were to be accepted back into the Union. 
Furthermore, it was necessary to solve the slavery issue in order to have a smooth Reconstruction (Forde and Bowman). It is worth noting that slavery halted at the termination of the Civil War. Thus, there was a need to evaluate and discuss how the African-American people would be accommodated in the revamped America. Since the majority of the African-Americans had come to the U.S. through slavery, there was a need to devise guidelines that would dictate the inclusion of the African Americans into the revamped America (Skinner). The first step in ensuring that the African-Americans were accommodated in the revamped America involved amendments to the Constitution such as the Thirteenth Amendment.  This amendment officially eradicated slavery in all territories and states (United States Senate). Additionally, there was the enactment of the Fourteenth Amendment which demanded that all states should ensure all male citizens, irrespective of race, obtained equal protection as per the edicts (United States Senate). Furthermore, the Fifteenth Amendment was enacted, thereby giving all African-Americans the voting rights (United States Senate). 
Whereas the majority of the Republicans strived to ensure that the Reconstruction succeeded, the majority of the Democrats fought hard to ensure that the African Americans did not enjoy the stipulated rights. The Democrats felt that the African Americans did not deserve to enjoy the legally stipulated rights (University of Michigan). Therefore, the Democrats resulted in the intimidation of the Republicans, who were mostly, vocal and passionate towards the protection of the Blacks’ rights. The Democrats suppressed the Republican vote, leading to the loss of enthusiasm among the Republicans by 1873 (University of Michigan). 
The Reconstruction came to an official end during the disputed Presidential election in 1876, which involved the Democratic Party’s Samuel Tilden and Republican’s Rutherford Hayes (University of Michigan). There was a dispute with the results, which made the matter to be forwarded to Congress for effective determination. Tilden and not Hayes had won the popular vote. However, none of these candidates had gained the electoral votes majority due to the rows over returns in Louisiana, Florida, and South Carolina- the states where federal troops could still be found (University of Michigan). These troops ensured that the blacks were treated fairly and therefore, the white Democrats perceived the troops’ presence as an affront. 
The Republicans and the Democrats engaged in backroom negotiations regarding the disputed elections, where the Democrats conceded to the Republicans, although the Democratic candidate had won the elections (University of Michigan). The Democrat’s decision was surprising based on the understanding that their candidate had won the popular vote. It can be challenging to believe that the Democrats agreed to forfeit their win and agree to support a candidate that had lost. However, the Democrats’ decision was founded on the agreement that the Republicans, in return, had to withdraw the remaining federal troops, thereby ensuring the Democrats gained control by ending the Reconstruction (University of Michigan). The troops’ removal meant that the African American community could no longer receive the intended equal treatment. In essence, since the white Democrats had not supported the Reconstruction, their support of the Republicans meant that the Democrats could use their influence to disenfranchise the black community (University of Michigan). 
Therefore, it can be observed that whereas there were plans to ensure that the U.S. was revamped after the Civil War, a section of the political class felt the African Americans did not deserve to enjoy equal rights and protection. Eventually, the Democrats identified an opportunity to achieve their desires through the disputed elections whereby they conceded to the Republicans, although the Democrats had won. Therefore, the Democrats ‘coerced’ the Republicans into removing the remaining troops, thus terminating the Reconstruction. Through the Democrats’ action, the Reconstruction came to an end. 
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