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 Origins of the Iranian Revolution
Introduction
Political stability is crucial for tranquility and economic development in any country. Iran enjoyed economic development before the revolution due to its political stability under The Shah. The influence by the Western culture saw The Shah unwilling to impose the typical regulations associated with most countries whose populations ascribe to the Islamic faith. However, a section of the people, particularly motivated by Ayatollah Khomeini, felt that Iran needed to be an Islamic State. Soon, the once peaceful Iran starting experiencing riots and eventually, The Shah left for exile. This essay is going to discuss Iran and particularly the birth of the Islamic State and the impact of Ayatollah Khomeini’s rule on the U.S. politics.  
The Shah
The Shah, whose official name was Mohammad Reza, had a desire to see Iran achieve economic growth (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). The Shah can be said to have represented a different brand of leadership by showing a reluctance or unwillingness to exert Islamic rules in the country (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). Soon, however, there were discontents among some residents based on The Shah’s leadership approach. However, it is worth noting that The Shah did not want to quell the unrest by using unconstitutional methods, therefore, he decided to leave Iran after appointing a prime minister who would be responsible for running Iran for the time The Shah would be away (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). It is worth noting that the escalation of the unrests after The Shah’s departure provided a valuable opportunity for the return of Ayatollah Khomeini.
Ayatollah Khomeini and the impact of his leadership on the region and the U.S.
Ayatollah Khomeini was a radical religious leader who came to be instituted as the supreme leader of Iran (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). He served as a religious and political leader and his beliefs were more radical compared to those of The Shah. Khomeini felt that The Shah was promoting westernization and he constantly aired his dissatisfaction with the Shah’s leadership and was eventually arrested. His arrests sparked unrest in terms of anti-government riots. Khomeini was eventually forcibly exiled in 1964 and he settled in Iraq, where he continued to promote the overthrowing of the Shah’s government and the institution of Iran as an Islamic republic (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”).  
According to the BBC, Ayatollah Khomeini spent about 14 years in banishment outside of Iran, where he continued to advocate the identification of Iran as an Islamic country by authoring documents, which he ensured were mailed to Iran from France for the continuous propagation of his ideologies (Iran and the West 1/3).  Khomeini returned to Iran in 1979, after 14 years in exile, whereby he became Iran’s leader and his desire to have the country become an Islamic country was achieved. His return amplified the revolution such that people got the courage to attack and take over police stations and acquiring guns (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). Furthermore, some university students took control of the U.S. Embassy in Iran and took the Embassy’s staff hostage (BBC, “Iran and the West 1/3”). This action had an effect on the U.S. election because it led to the defeat of President Jimmy Carter (BBC, “Iran and the West 2/3”). Therefore, it can be observed that the revolution affected elections in the U.S., where Carter lost because the people felt he had failed to ensure the Americans taken hostage in Iran were released. 
Furthermore, the revolution also became costly to the U.S. particularly the death of several U.S. army personnel in their attempt to rescue the hostages. President Carter had engaged in a secret plan with a section of the military to enter Iran discreetly and rescue the hostages. However, the plan failed with several planes breaking down and the death of several military personnel (BBC, “Iran and the West 2/3”). This incidence contributed to the further deterioration of Carter’s popularity among the populace. 
The revolution also influenced the way Iran and the U.S. perceived each other. To the Iranians, the U.S. could not be trusted and to the Americans, Iran was an “axis of evil” (BBC, “Iran and the West 3/3”). This development led to the imposing of sanctions by the U.S. against Iran such that Iran could not purchase weapons and even its air transport became risky because of Iran’s inability to purchase spares for its airplanes. 
It can also be observed that the Iranian revolution also influenced the United Nations (UN) to appear to be unconcerned with Iraq’s attack against Iran (BBC, “Iran and the West 3/3”). Whereas Iraq was attacking Iran, the U.N. did not publicly condone the attack as expected but rather remained silent on Iraq’s attack on a sovereign Iran. Without publicly condemning Iraq, the UN was assumed to have condoned the war, especially due to Iran’s role in attacking the US embassy in Tehran and taking hostages (BBC, “Iran and the West 3/3”). Furthermore, it is argued that Saddam Hussein used chemical weapons against Iran, but the UN could not punish Iraq (BBC, “Iran and the West 3/3”). Moreover, the rise of the Taliban also influenced the relationship between Iran, the U.S. and the Northern Alliance in attempts to terminate the spread of the Taliban, through the 6+2 meetings (BBC, “Iran and the West 3/3”). 
In conclusion, it can be observed that Iran’s political growth was hampered towards the end of The Shah’s rule. The constant demonstrations and riots hampered economic growth and the eventual departure of The Shah to exile. Ayatollah’s rule gradually eroded Iran’s position as an ally of the U.S. The two countries perceived each other suspiciously and the occupation of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and the hostage crisis further damaged Iran’s relationship with that of the U.S. It can be observed that Jimmy Carter lost the elections because of his inability to secure the release of the U.S. hostages in Iran. Thus, Ayatollah’s reign only contributed to the deterioration of the relationship between Iran and the U.S. 
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