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Picasso’s Harlequin-An evaluation
Picasso’s Harlequin is a unique piece of art based on the way it has been prepared and painted. Regarding colors, it can be observed that Picasso uses a mixture of bright and dull colors to bring about tranquility. The combination of red, beige and blue colors appears to fit in this piece of art because the dull colors appear to tone down the bright colors. It can be observed that Picasso is interested in bringing variance in this piece because the entire artwork is a combination of colors. Additionally, the different colors appear to provide an echo in the picture based on the way they have been applied. For example, it can be observed that the application of the blue, red, and beige colors and their integration with the repeated application of the blue color brings about an echo. The concept of the echo emerges because there is a repetition of the color. The artwork can be argued to constitute a repetition of the blue, red, and beige colors in combination with the blue color. Since an echo can be said to be a repetition of a particular sound, the artwork appears to have a color echo. The colors and shapes are constantly repeated to bring about the echo feeling, which makes the Harlequin beautiful. This echo concept makes the artwork appear elongated like an object in motion. This ‘motion’ concept can be observed from the way Picasso repeats the color application to give the ‘continuity’ image. Thus, the Harlequin can be said to be a ‘continuous’ art piece that is bravely communicating of its existence due to the commanding tone of the bright colors. 


Moreover, it can be observed that Picasso utilizes lines to exhibit balance in the artwork. For example, it can be observed that Picasso uses lines to project a balance in the use of the diamond shapes. Picasso alternates the way the diamonds are placed and painted in the picture to give out a perfect balance to the artwork. Whereas some diamonds are drawn facing up and down, others are drawn facing to the right and the left. This trend means that there are no two diamonds that are touching each other and facing the same direction. Had they all been facing the same direction, it could have appeared as if they were not strong. 
However, the way Picasso presents them appears to exhibit robustness and harmonic balance. The drift that could be achieved by those diamonds facing up and down is cancelled by those diamonds that face to the right and the left. Therefore, in a way, the application of lines projects balance in the Harlequin artwork and shows the meticulous nature of Picasso. 
Additionally, there is a way the diamonds have been painted that appears to project a central intersection of the diagonals they make. This statement means that Picasso draws the diamonds in a way that appears to show an outline of diagonals. By following the diagonals with the eye, they appear to emanate from a central point. This central point appears unique because it is not dominated by a particular status of the diamond design (those facing up and down do not appear to dominate those facing towards the left and right and vice versa). Thus, it appears that there is a central point, from where the diamonds ‘emerge’ and promote the continuous aspect previously mentioned. 



Furthermore, it can also be observed that the artwork exhibits a geometrical concept. The entire artwork appears to promote geometry in the way Picasso employs lines to form shapes such as circles, rectangles, and diamonds. For example, the Harlequin’s top side is composed of a circle and a rectangle. 
Additionally, its body is a combination of a large rectangle with what can be termed as an embedment of diamonds. Thus, it can be observed that Picasso utilizes a geometrical concept on Harlequin based on the combination of shapes. It is also worth noting that these shapes provide a pattern that appears to add depth and heighten visual interest. The edge of the Harlequin’s body appears to have a pattern, which emanates from the end-sides of the diamonds. The half part of the diamonds appears to assume triangular shapes, which based on the different colors applied to each piece, reveal an exciting pattern. This pattern enhances visual interest because of the rhythmic movement it creates. The zigzag pattern made by the edges of the diamonds and their different coloring projects a movement in the form of a sharp wave. These patterns play further significant roles of outlining the compound artistic nature of Picasso and his mastery of the use of symmetry. Additionally, it can also be observed that Picasso utilizes the different shapes and colors to promote unity. Whereas he uses different colors and shades, Picasso appears to achieve the promotion of unity in a painting. The shapes and colors appear to be in harmony in the painting such that the ‘sharp’ diamond and triangular edges appear neutralized by the application of colors such as blue, white and beige. Therefore, the entire artwork appears harmonious. 

