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Festivals and Celebrations in Religion
Religion can be viewed from the origin of life, afterlife ideologies, salvation, nature of life, nature of God, perspectives on good and evil, festivals and celebrations, rituals and practices among other dimensions. In my stance, festivals and celebration is the most suitable dimension of discussing and comprehending religions. The justification for this choice is that celebrations and festivals are common to all religions and are therefore the most suitable basis for learning and understanding various religions. In fact, the study of celebration and festivals in religion are important because they help us to commemorate religious culture, tradition, and heritage. They remind us of important events that happened in the past and forged the current religious practices. Festivals create joy, harmony, and unity through celebrations. Many religions observe their own distinct festivals and celebrations. Therefore, this essay examines the concept of festivals and celebrations across various religions and their importance in these religions.
To begin with, the Islam religion has fewer celebrations and festivals in comparison with other religions around the world. The “Eid-ul-Fitr” also breaking of the fast celebration is observed at the end of Ramadan month and is started as soon as the moon is sighted (Miles 22). During this festival, Muslims share their love with the needy, do charity work as well as pray. Also, “Eid-ul-Adha” also called the feast of sacrifice is where Muslims slaughter an appropriate animal to commemorate the sacrifice made by Abraham (Hakam 3). During this festival, every homestead shares part of the meal with the needy. This means that the festival foster love and compassion for the needy.  Also, the three special nights namely, Laylatul-Qadr  (the "Night of Power"), Laylatul-Bara'ah, the "Night of Record", Laylatul-Mi'raj, the "Night of Ascension", are utilized by Muslims to fast and celebrate in commemoration of various religious events that form their religious tradition (Miles 27). Also, the feast of “milad, maulud” in the Maghrib which commemorates Muhammad birthday is globally celebrated and Muharram, the Islamic New Year (Miles 8). There are other minor celebrations within the Islam religion. It is evident that these festivals and celebrations have one thing in common, commemoration, and compassion for the needy as well as merrymaking.
Additionally, the Christian religion has a diverse collection of festivals and celebrations. Christmas, Dedication of a child, Easter, Lent Season, Palm Sunday, Epiphany, Saints day, Pentecost day, Holy weddings, Ordinations, Holy week, Confirmation and Baptism are a few of the many Christian celebrations and festivals (Hunter 8-38). They serve the purposes of commemoration, merrymaking, compassionate work for the poor, thanksgiving, repentance, dedication and many others. In fact, the Christian calendar is riddled with festivals and celebrations. These celebrations remind Christian of their religious traditions, heritage, and culture (Stökl Ben Ezra 2). Judaism too celebrates Passover, “Hanukkah” festival of lights, Rosh Hashanah, New Year festival and Yon Kippur among others (Miles 8-30). These festivals bring people together and enhance cohesiveness.
Furthermore, Hinduism religious festival such as “Holi” which disregards social norms and advocates for merrymaking (Miles 14), “Diwali” the New Year celebration of lights (Miles 36) and “Shiva Ratri” are celebrated by most Hindus (Shinde 2). Other major festivals include Dussehra which celebrates the victory of Rama over the evil Ravana and Kumbha Mela where many Hindus go to river Ganges to bath (Miles 36). There are other minor festivals and celebrations. During these festivals, Hindus share, fast, merry,  spend time with family, and decorate houses and streets, visit and worship temple deities as well as doing charity works. Related to Hinduism is the Sikhism, which celebrate Guru Nanak birthday, Diwali, the martyrdom of Guru Arjun and Guru Tegh among others. These festivals like any other in the other religions create harmony, love unity, and cohesiveness in the society. Worshippers meditate and pray during these festivals.
Moreover, Buddhism religious has many religious festivals and celebration all in honor of Buddha. The New Year, Buddha day, Sangha day, Ploughing festival, Observance day, Bowls Floating festival are the main festivals (Plutschow 59). Also, Shinto that shares similar ideologies with Buddhism observes the “Matsuri” thanksgiving festival where their religious deity is praised and honored through songs, dance and merry (Hartz 85). Additionally, Daoism and Taoism have common festivals. Lanterns festival, Tomb Seeping day, Dragon boat, Chinese New Year, All Souls Festival, Mid Autumn Festival and the Hungry Ghost festivals are celebrated (Eng 19).
Lastly, indigenous religion too has festivals that involve dancing, chanting, sacrificing, drumming, horn blowing and storytelling, sharing of resources. Sacrifices to religious deities are made through priests and priestesses to appease these spiritual deities. These festivals promote cohesiveness of the community and enhance reverence for these spiritual deities. Additionally, they create harmony, love, peace, and cohesiveness and preserve the traditional heritage of these communities. Religious festivals are part of our lives. For instance, Christian festivities such as Christmas and Easter affect a lot of people in my community, Christians, and non-Christians. Businesses boom around during these festive seasons.
In conclusion, festivals and celebrations play an indisputable role in enhancing cohesiveness through bring people together to rejoice and commemorate various events. Furthermore, they preserve the religious cultural heritage by ensuring that people are reminded about historical and traditional events and taught their significance in the religion. This way, people can trace their religious roots and comprehends the evolution of their religious as well as appreciating and valuing it. The routine nature of these festivals makes them a default reminder of our tradition. Strikingly, festivals foster compassionate actions in most people because people share with the needy more during these festivals.
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