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Maltese Terrier
Maltese Terriers are a small breed of dogs, mostly white in color and which are known for their affectionate, active, energetic, and playful nature. However, they are prone to dental problems due to plaque and tartar accumulation. Additionally, the puppy can also suffer from loose teeth to the extent of their roots being exposure. It would be important to brush the puppy’s teeth on regular basis to assist in the prevention of mild dental issues. 
A Maltese puppy is also susceptible to Portosystemic Shunt, which is hereditary. Since this condition is hereditary, it would be significant to be on the look-out for incidents of blindness, diminutive growth, seizures, excessive sleeping and diminished weight gain (Tobias). The identification of these symptoms should necessitate a visit to the veterinary to ensure that the situation is treated. 
It is also worth noting that the puppy is susceptible to Patellar Luxation, which involves the inability of the kneecaps to stay in the expected place (Fierheller). This condition, if unmanaged, forces the puppy to drag its legs while walking and to limp in great pain (Fierheller). From an early age, it would be important to exercise the puppy’s leg muscles through soft massages. Additionally, efforts should be taken to ensure the puppy is fed properly to acquire the necessary nutrients for strong joints. 
Since the puppy is 8 weeks old, it needs to be vaccinated. It is worth noting that between 6 weeks and 8 weeks, Maltese puppies need the DHLPP vaccine, which assists in the prevention against hepatitis, distemper, parainfluenza, leptospirosis, corona, and parvo (Brannan). Regarding feeding, Maltese puppies that are 8 weeks need to free-feed. This method ensures that the puppy is always exposed to fresh food (PetMaltese). This approach is important because there is the risk of young puppies developing hypoglycemia- a rapid reduction in sugar levels in the blood- and a major cause for this condition is the lack of sufficient feeding (PetMaltese). 
Internal and external parasites can affect dogs’ health and it is important for dog owners to take necessary measures against the parasites. Puppies are prone and susceptible to external parasites such as fleas and ticks (UVMA). Periodic checks for flea eggs should be carried out on puppy beddings. It is also important to seek relevant medication. Ticks are harmful because of their potential to deplete puppies through sucking blood, leading to anemia, ehrlichiosis, Lyme disease, tick paralysis, and Rock Mountain fever (Elsevier). Internal parasites include tapeworms, roundworms, whipworms, and hookworms. To avoid these parasites, it would be important to ensure the puppy does not come into contact with contaminated soil that contains larvae. The compound and the puppy’s immediate surrounding should be clean always. All pets in the home should be fumigated to avoid the spread of parasites. Additionally, it is important to always visit the vet for further medical assistance. 
The dog’s fur needs to be brushed before the dog is bathed during the grooming process (Fulda and Siino 47). Then shampoo and conditioner should be applied. Then the puppy should be dried and its coat brushed. The nails should be cut and filed, as well as, cleaning the ears. Dental care should be achieved by brushing the puppy’s teeth at least twice a week to avoid periodontitis, gingivitis and premature tooth loss (Paul and Fierheller). 
At 8 weeks, the puppy is ready for the neutering process, which involves the removal of the testicles, surgically (Welton). The dog’s testes are removed together with the spermatic ducts and testicular blood vessels. Neutering is beneficial because it diminishes the dog’s aggression and dominance (Welton). During the first few weeks, the puppy needs to free feed. It is important to keep important records such as the breeds’ seller, date of breed purchase, vaccinations prior to purchase and vaccinations after breed’s purchase. Also records for the dog’s weight and foods given at specific dates, as well as, records for the dogs’ age. 
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