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Dealing with Memories
	In “In Cuba I was a German shepherd” O’Connor tells the story of two Cuban and two Dominican men living in Miami. The four men spend most of their time in a Miami park playing domino. During their time of play, Máximo, who is the protagonist in the story, gives various jokes that are related to his past. Through these jokes, and other contexts in the story, the author has managed to portray how Máximo deals with his memories. Conversely, in “A Late Encounter with the Enemy,” Ana Menendez narrates the story of General Sash, who is in complete denial of his bad memories, and who wishes to focus his life on the one and only good memory in his life; the day he received the General’s uniform. Everything in the General’s life seems to revolve around this memory. Somehow he leads a happy life until the memories he had been evading catch up with him (the enemy referred to in the title of the story) during the minute of his death. This paper will explore both stories to depict how the two protagonists Máximo and General Sash deal with their memories.
	Most of Máximo’s memory revolves around his life in Cuba, and depicts the resentment, hope, and a desire to back to Cuba.  This is first evident in the title of the story “In Cuba I was a German Shepherd” which is used symbolically to depict how the exile to a foreign country had transformed him from a “somebody” to a “nobody”. This bitterness is further emphasized when the author notes that in Máximo’s hotel,” a generation of former professors served black beans and rice to the nostalgic” (348). In Cuba, Máximo was a professor. However, he had been reduced to a food hawker at a bus station in Miami; after the option of cutting sugarcane proved too hard for his old age. Conversely, his hopefulness and desire to go back home is depicted in his jokes. For instance, he tells of a joke where Clinton wakes up from his death, and when he asks a Cuban how things are going on at home, the Cuban replies “I can feel it in my bones. Any day now Castrol’s gonna fall” (Menendez 344). Of course the fall of Castrol meant that his horrid communism and totalitarianism would end, and the exiles would go back home. In another incident, Máximo tells of a joke where Castrol is on the coastline with other Cubans who are preparing to migrate to Miami. When Castrol confirms to one of the rafters that he too was leaving, for Miami, the rafters are very happy, citing that if Castrol was leaving then they would remain in Cuba. These jokes depicts bitter imaginations stimulated by Máximo’s desire to go back home. 
	On the other hand, General Sash is in complete denial of his bad memories.  For instance, the general did not want to remember the state war in which he had a lower rank; probably a foot soldier. In the same manner, the author notes that “the General “did not remember the Spanish-American war in which he had lost his son; he didn’t even remember the son” (157). These two incidents depict a high level of denial. Unlike Máximo who acknowledged his hurtful memories through his jokes, the general was in complete denial of his hurtful memories. In fact, the author notes that General Sash did not have any use for history; because he never expected to meet it again” (157). This indicates that, unlike Máximo who uses the hurtful memories to build his hope for a better future, General sash does onto want to relate his hurtful memories with his present life.
	Secondly, Máximo uses his jokes to hide the bitterness generated by his memories, and to express his desire for the Cuban life. The author notes that maxima used to tell his friends that “over the years he’d learned a thing or two about the meaning of laughter” (O’Connor 343). Although he was always ready to make his friends laugh, for him the laughter and the jokes was a way of hiding from his sorrowful memories. In fact the author notes that Antonia, who was among Máximo’s comrades knew that his friends were laughing at the jokes out of ignorance of “all the layers of hurt in the Cuban jokes” (O’Connor 348). This clearly indicates that Máximo was using jokes to hide the sorrows generated by his memories. This reaction to his memories had made him fail to embrace his current life, and instead seek comfort in a fantasy world, expressed in his jokes; making him a miserable and lonely life.
	On the other hand, the General expressed his only good memory in a very proud and exaggerated way. The author says that “there is only one event in his past that had any significance for him; that was twelve years ago when he received the general’s uniform and he had been to the premiere” (157). This one memory made the general to be very confident and optimistic in life. He always longed to be invited in events where he could be displayed wearing his general’ uniform and carrying his sword. On the other hand, even Máximo’s good memories only added to his sorrows. His denial had prevented him from appreciating the good memories. For instance, there are the good moments that he shared with his wife and family before she died. However, those memories only occurred to him in the form of tormenting nightmares which he refers to as “the god’s punishment” (O’Connor 348). His memories added more sorrows to his miserable life.
	In another context, Máximo’s memories seem to affect him psychologically. For instance, after selling his hotel, the author notes that Máximo felt “lost and dizzy” while walking past the hotel (O’Connor 347). The memories that he had shared there with his dead wife and his Cuban exiles seemed to overwhelm him emotionally. In the same line, the author indicates that after sharing the beautiful stories of Cuba that always seemed to have a horrifying ending, Máximo would get nightmares. Yet, after the death of his wife, he experienced delusions of the memories he shared with his wife. Máximo’s memories affect his identity because he seems to live in denial. His imagination of a better Cuba prevents him from appreciating his life in Miami.  
	Conversely, the general’s tendency to block his mind from the bad memories alienates him from his loved and the society. All he cares about his uniform. For instance, while his granddaughter is enthusiastic about his grandfather’s presence in her graduation, the old man does not care about the graduation. All he wants is to wear his uniform and be paraded at the graduation square for everyone to see him. He does not want to associate with people who would remind him of the past. As a result, when historical events take the theme of the graduation, the old man, unable to evade the speeches of the ugly past eventually dies.
	 In conclusion, it is evident from the way Máximo deals with his memories that holding on to the past can bring frustrations, denial and emotional outbreaks. This prevents him from appreciating his past and present, and makes him live in an imaginary world. On the other hand, the general’s denial of his bad experiences from the past is a way of preventing himself from the bad effects caused by such effects. On the other hand concentrating on one good memory, the general found something to live for until his bitter past catches up with him on the day of his death. 
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