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The significance of the Bull in Symbolizing the Incarnation of Jesus Christ
	In the short story, “Greenleaf” O’Connor tells the story of a stray bull that haunts Mrs. May in her dreams. Coincidentally, she wakes up from the nightmare and she realizes that there is a bull feeding on the bushes under her bedroom window. The following morning Mrs. May orders his servant Mr. Greenleaf to restrain the bull before it could interrupt the breeding schedule of her cows. However, Mrs. May still sees the bull unrestrained. She learns that the bull belongs to Mr. Greenleaf’s sons and even after sending them a warning, the bull persists to loiter in her compound. She orders Mr. Greenleaf to shoot the bull, but just before the bull is shot, Mrs. May gets an astonishing experience with the bull. This paper will argue that the presence of the bull in the story is used symbolically to represent the incarnation of Jesus Christ; as depicted in the moment of glory at the end of the story, the physical appearance of the bull, as well as the rejection that the bull receives in the story. 
	The description of the appearance of the bull throughout the story symbolizes Jesus Christ. For instance, at the start of the story, O’Connor notes that “the bull, silvered in the moonlight, stood under it, his head raised as if he listened-like some patient god come down to woo her” (320). In this context, Mrs. May is sleeping peacefully. The fact that the bull is silvered in the moonlight indicates that it is emanating light, in the dark room. This scene is a reflection of Jesus Christ; who is recognized as the light of the world. Furthermore, the physical position of the bull can be interpreted to symbolize a protector. 
	The author further states the “clouds crossing the moon blackened the bull, but after they passed the bull was still in its position” (320). This depicts the unchangeable nature of Christ, even when human suffering (clouds) persists. Something interesting in this context is the appearance of the bull after the clouds have passed. The author notes that “the bull is now visible, silvered in the moonlight and a hedge-wreath …caught in the tips of his horns” (320). Elsewhere, Mrs. May observes that the wreath looks “like a menacing prickly crown” (321)” on the bull’s head. The hedge –wreath could be a representation of the thorn crown that was placed on Jesus’ head during his crucifixion. 
	On the other hand, the rejection that the bull receives is symbolic of how Jesus Christ was looked upon and rejected here on earth. To start with, in her dream Mrs. May hears a lady’s voice as if addressing a dog saying; “some nigger’s scrub bull” (320). In another context, Mrs. May indicates that she would not have the bull for a gift (331). As a matter of fact, the presence of the bull in her compound is tormenting her. She is determined to have it thrown out at any cost. Mrs. May’s rejection of the bull is a reflection of how Jesus was rejected by the Pharisees. Even though they thought themselves more worthy,  they were blind to the Christ. On the other hand, the gentiles and the lowly in society, who were perceived with contempt by the Pharisees, are the one who embraced Christ. Just like Mrs. May, the Pharisees devised all means to bring Jesus down. However, just as the death of the bull justifies Mrs. May, Jesus death on the cross justified the Pharisees and all the sinners who rejected Jesus.
	On another vein, the moment of grace at the end of the story symbolizes Jesus’ grace that justifies all sinners and makes the blind to see. O’Connor notes that one of the bull's horns “pierced her heart and the other curved around her side in an unbreakable grip. After this “she had the look of a person whose sight has been suddenly restored” (342). This context can be likened to the salvation grace. Once Jesus touches an individual’s heart, a nonbreakable relationship develops, and by grace, the sinners’ eyes are opened. Similarly, even at the hour of her death, Mrs. May experiences the salvation grace, her eyes are opened, and “the bull held her in an unbreakable grip” (342). This grip is similar to the unbreakable seal of the blood of Jesus that binds a repentant sinner to Jesus. Her revelation is further illustrated when “she whispers some last discovery into the animal’s ear” (342). By the grace of Jesus May gets a spiritual revelation.
	There are those who criticize the significance of the bull as a representation of the incarnation of Christ in this story. Some argue that the bull represents masculinity. However, there are some incidents in the story that disapproves this claim. For instance, masculinity is characterized by dominion, power, and authority. But this is not how the bull is represented. For example, the bull is described as having a hedge-wreath on its horns. Usually, this is feminine attire, and it could not, therefore, have been used if the bull was meant to symbolize masculinity. Yet, masculinity is closely associated with vitality and energy. However, Mrs. May’s son refers to the bull as a harmless “old bull” (335). This description defies the notion of masculinity. O’Connor description of the bull portrays its gentle nature.  In the same line, even though the bull spent the whole night in Mrs. May’s place, it did not attempt to mount on the cows. As a matter of fact, the bull was eating pasture with the cows but it never showed any signs of authority over the cows (338). If the author was using the bull to symbolize masculinity, the bull would at least possess the basic masculinity traits.
	Other critics argue that the bull represents the social class. Notably, a bull can be associated more with strength than a weakness. As such, in this context, it could be used as a reflection of the powerful class. In that case, then, the bull would be conflicting with the lesser class; Greenleafs. Conversely, the bull is conflicting with Mrs. May. Also, there seems to be a strong link between the bull and Mrs. Mays. If the bull was a representation of class, the same link would be witnessed between the bull and Mrs. May’s sons who are also in the superior class. However, the sons seemed indifferent towards the bull. In fact, Scofield wonders why his mother is concerning herself with an “old bull” that means no harm (335). This shows that among those of the superior class, only Mrs. May was affected by the bull; thus overruling the claims that the bull is a symbol of the social class.
	In conclusion, in the short story “Greenleaf”, O’Connor has used the bull to symbolize the incarnation of Christ. The description of the bull, the rejection faced by the bull, and the moment of grace at the end of the story are some of the strong symbols of the incarnation of Christ. Accordingly, the claim that the bull represents masculinity is overruled by the description of the bull that depicts it as a calm animal; lacking masculinity traits. Also, the claims that the bull symbolizes class is overruled by the fact that, the bull does not seem to have a similar effect on all the members of Mrs. May’s family even though they all belong to the same social class. Further, the bull’s attention on Mrs. May depicts a personal rather than a social relationship. Therefore, there is no doubt that the bull symbolizes the incarnation of Jesus Christ.
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