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Wisdom and Understanding
	This paper will analyze the meaning of wisdom and understanding from a biblical perspective,  and use these meanings to illustrate how men of faith such as Renee Descartes believed they could discover God’s natural laws by an observational study of the universe.
	The term wisdom is described in the book of Proverbs as the possession of moral skills in leading a successful and moral life “in wise dealings, in righteousness, justice, and equality” (Proverbs 1:3, 3:7, New International Version). Wisdom also incorporates intellectual understanding:  “to understand words of insight” (1: 2b, 6). Wisdom also entails seeking insight and increasing one’s learning (4:7). Wisdom is acquired by having fear of the Lord (9:10). Similarly, understanding is obtained from having the fear of the Lord (1:7a). It entails seeking wisdom and instruction (1: 7b). Also, understanding can be interpreted as knowing the next course of action by obtaining guidance from the Lord (3:5). In short, understanding is being able to evaluate information and extract the appropriate meaning from such information; as a way of acquiring insight. Conversely, wisdom is knowing which principle to apply when faced with a life situation and having intellectual insight.
	In view of this, it is understandable that Renee Descartes believed that he could discover God’s natural laws by an observational study of the universe. Certainly, by observing nature Descartes could obtain information about God; given that nature is one way in which God communicates to the world.  Subsequently, through understanding, Descartes would be able to derive meaningful insights from the observations. Then, wisdom would guide him in knowing the appropriate course of action to take in regard to these insights.  If the course of action is well guided by having reverence for God, then he would be acting in accordance with God’s natural laws.
