                                                                                                         Surname     1
Name of Student
Name of Professor
Course
Date
Historical Methodologies
Historians use various methodologies to gather information and learn about past events, and the methods may include primary, secondary, or even oral traditions. However, these methods may have different results based on the credibility of the sources. Herein, Zinn’s article regarding Columbus as a sailor and explorer and the Indians he met in one of his explorations, and the dynamics of human progress, is evaluated. In the article, different accounts regarding Columbus and his achievements are provided by Columbus’ testaments, Las Casas-the Priest, and Morrison. Furthermore, a comparison of how these accounts present information, their effectiveness and bias, are undertaken. Moreover, there is an evaluation of how the accounts mask their subjectivity by using narrow biases, and how the different accounts relate to Zinn’s highlights of power configurations. 
From Columbus’ account, the event-exploration-was successful; he could always claim of success in his exploration voyages. For example, Columbus asserts of how he was successful in dominating over the Bahamas Islands’ Arawaks in his quest for gold (Zinn 1-3). In his testimonies, Columbus would exaggerate the information he provided to people such that the stories appeared successful even where he had failed. For example, he exaggerated that the Arawaks’ land was full of gold and the community would never say no to a request to provide or show where the gold was situated (Zinn 1-2). 
The exaggeration led the stakeholders in the exploration expedition to provide him with seventeen ships, which exceeded the previous expedition’s ships (Zinn 3). Additionally, the stakeholders provided Columbus with more men to assist him in the journey (3). Columbus’ exaggeration reveals the problems and challenges associated with first-hand testimonies. It shows the dynamics of language whereby oral statements can be believed based on the orator. People believed Columbus’ stories based on his status in society as an explorer, and it would not be imagined that he could lie or exaggerate. This trend to believe what the orator says coincides with the dynamics and elements of the Pueblo narrative, whereby to the Pueblo, narratives are shared between generations, and they are believed as they are told (Silko 48-72). Therefore, in language and literature, narratives are typically believed in their entirety. It appears that even the exploration stakeholders also believed Columbus’ narratives as told. 
In contrast, it emerges that the narrative methodology can have different perspectives on the same story based on what the orator intends to emphasize. Las Casas, the priest who came to the Indian society after Columbus, provides the same information about the community, but from a different perspective. Las Casas provides an in-depth narrative about the women and the community as a whole in the hands of the Spaniards (Zinn 4). Regarding women, Las Casas appears to be mesmerized by the observation that women were treated differently, more as equals in the Indian society, than in the Spanish community (4). 
Las Casas concentrates more on the non-existence of marriage laws and the freedom given to women especially on choosing and leaving their mates. The women could opt to leave their husbands as they pleased, without anger, jealousy and offense (Zinn 4). Whereas Columbus only concentrated on the community as a whole and their lack of interest in clothing, Las Casas saw the marriage law variations between the Indians and the Spaniards. Interestingly, Las Casas was quick to emphasize on religion, unlike Columbus, who showed more interest in forcing the community to get gold. Since Las Casas was a priest, he was quick to note that the Indians lacked a religion and that they did not have temples (Zinn 4). Las Casas emphasized on what the community prized such as beads, colors, and the other things they adorned such as stones on their lips and ears (Zinn 4). However, the Indians, according to Las Casas did not value gold and did not practice commerce. Additionally, Las Casas also emphasizes the cruelty of the Spaniards towards the Indians, unlike Columbus who only asserts of forcing them to do whatever he wanted. Moreover, Las Casas describes in further information about how the Indians were treated in the mines regarding digging, splitting rock, moving stones, and carrying dirt to wash in the rivers while bending all the time (Zinn 5). 
These two narratives, although varying in the emphasis and perspective, present information. Columbus’ version presents information because he narrates as a highly respectable person in society. As an explorer, his contribution to society was great, and the community perceived and regarded him dearly. Therefore, since he was taking part in a noble cause, his statements were believed, and this presented information. Las Casas’ narrative presents information because he was in the same region where Columbus visited. As a priest, Las Casas was also a witness to the happenings taking place in the Indian community, and due to his status as a priest, his account of events can be believed. 
The effectiveness of the information provided by Columbus and Las Casas is based on their intentions. For example, Columbus’s narrative was intended to make the stakeholders happy and hopeful of financial gains, hence the exaggerations. Columbus wanted the stakeholders to fund his exploration expeditions, thus his tactics to exaggerate his success and potential to get more gold from the region (Zinn 3). Las Casas’ narrative is also biased, and its effectiveness is limited to his perception of the world as a priest. Las Casas’ assertion that the community is non-religious just because they do not have a temple is biased because the information is used to perceive the community from the orator’s perspective and profession. Since Las Casas is a priest, he perceives the community from the religious perspective and is quick to declare them non-religious based on what he knows as religion. It is possible that the community may have had their traditional religion and therefore, it is not fair to judge a community as non-religious based on the priest’s religion. Morison also provides the same narrative about Columbus but from a different perspective. He appears to be on a mission to convince the reader that Columbus defects are also his greatest qualities. Therefore, the reader may be unable to see the dark side of Columbus based on Morrison’s narrative and his determination that the reader should view Columbus as indomitable and outstanding (Zinn 6). By deciding to argue that Columbus’ defects translated to his greatness, Morrison shapes the path he intends the reader to follow. Therefore, Morrison’s statement becomes information based on his emphasis to view him as a great person and the translation of his weakness to greatness. 
These narratives tend to mask their subjectively by exhibiting narrow biases in the way the information is relayed. Las Casas is biased that the Indian community is not religious, just because they lacked temples. For the Indian community to be declared truthfully non-religious, research needs to be conducted to ascertain that the residents did not worship any deity. However, it would be unfair for any person to declare the Indians as non-religious just because the community does not pray according to what is typically considered the norm. It would have been possible that the community believed in a traditional god or religion, only that Las Casas may not have known. Additionally, Columbus was biased to assert that the community was harmless just because they did not have iron spears (Zinn 1-2). The community had their way of protecting themselves, and they were experts in bows and arrows and therefore, it is not fair to classify a population as inferior just because they use different tools. 
Zinn’s configuration of power is highlighted, based on the information that women could kill their children to protect them from the mistreatment (Zinn 6). The power instituted by the Spaniards as they tried to exert control over the Indians. The Spaniards believed they were powerful and superior to the Indians and, therefore, they used all means to exercise that power. However, the Indians felt oppressed and used their tactics, such as killing children, as a way to escape the mistreatment. These trends show power struggles between two cultures as they try to exert control over the other. 
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