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American History
The USA has always been considered the founder of democracy in the contemporary world. This form of democracy is founded on the respect of the law and the provision of rights to citizens to elect their preferred leaders. The democracy is also founded on the need for all citizens, regardless of their political and societal status, to operate under the prescribed laws. In essence, the laws are the domineering concepts in the USA and not the people. This statement means that even the government is subject to the same laws that govern the subordinates, hence the edicts taking the dominating stance. This essay argues that the US is still a free democratic republic. 
The most dominating indicator of democracy in the USA is the separation of powers. The USA is founded on the separation of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of governance (National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)). Thus, each of these arms enjoys its autonomy, but at the same time, executes its mandate as per the stipulated edicts, and each can also be checked by the other to ensure power is not misused (National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSLb)). 
To evaluate whether the USA is still a democratic republic, it would be important to evaluate its position based on its founding principles and where it stands currently. It can be observed that after independence, the USA has been vocal in maintaining separate arms in the government in terms of legislative, judiciary, and the executive. Today, these arms still operate separately and each is subject to the provided laws. Therefore, based on the independence of the government arms, it can be deduced that democracy in the USA has not changed (National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)). Had there been changes whereby the arms of government are considered to have lost their independence, it can be deduced that the USA is no longer a democratic republic. The government is still accountable to the citizens as it has been and, therefore, the USA still remains a democratic republic. 
Democracy in the USA has also been etched on human rights (U.S. Department of State). The USA emphasizes on human rights such as liberty from torture, women’s rights, minorities’ protection, freedom of expression, and children’s rights (U.S. Department of State). Therefore, USA citizens are free to enjoy those rights without discrimination. There are also regulations to ensure that all people enjoy such rights and that residents who have been denied their human rights can seek justice through legal means (U.S. Department of State). 
Furthermore, the USA holds other governments accountable when they appear to contravene human rights. Additionally, the USA government embarked on efforts to strengthen and reform the institutional capabilities of the United Nations Office for Human Rights. Moreover, the USA coordinates activities associated with human rights with significant allies such as the European Union and other organizations in the region (U.S. Department of State). 
Furthermore, it is important to evaluate USA’s democracy based on the people’s opportunity to elect their leaders. In the USA, citizens have the responsibility of choosing their leaders through the ballot (Holcombe 3-8). Participating in the process of electing leaders is a right that has not changed. Therefore, since there have been no changes in the way people elect their preferred leaders in the USA, it can be deduced that the country is still a democratic republic. Had the people been denied the opportunity to choose their leaders, it could have been deduced that the USA has ceased being a democratic republic. Furthermore, had leaders been acting in disregard of the law or in a matter that appears to lean towards autocratic leadership, it can then be deduced that the country is no longer a democratic republic. 
The democracy of the USA can also be evaluated through the observation of any changes in press freedom. As a democratic republic, the USA has always been a firm believer in press freedom (Voltmer 36-40). This statement means that the press is allowed to operate independently without fear of intimidation or oppression of journalists (Voltmer 36-42). In some countries, the press does not enjoy any freedom and they can be arrested, jailed or even murdered, as a way to instill fear so that journalists could not play their role of informing the public (Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)). To this day, journalists in the USA still enjoy their freedom based on the observation that they are not intimidated or threatened with prison by the government for carrying out their roles. Journalists can still inform the public about all issues they deem important, without fear that the government may arrest or jail them as happens in other countries (Harsanyi). Therefore, since press freedom is one of the pillars of democracy etched in the USA, it can be deduced that the country still remains a democratic republic. 
However, there are some arguments that the USA is not a democratic republic because of the government’s stand on immigration. It is worth noting that the US government has taken stern stands regarding immigration especially those from certain countries such as Korea, Somali, and Iran, among others (Golshan). Additionally, the government wants undocumented residents to be deported to their countries of origin (Human Rights Watch). However, it is worth noting that just because the USA wants to limit immigration does not mean that the country is not a democratic republic. The USA’s government decision to limit immigration and to deport undocumented residents is only meant to benefit U.S. citizens. A country is not undemocratic by limiting the number of people accessing its country, especially if there are threats involved. It can be argued that a country’s first priority is to safeguard its citizens against any threats. Since the U.S. believes there are potential security threats to its citizens if it allows citizens from countries such as Somalia and Iran to get into the USA, as asserted by Golshan, then it cannot be justified to accuse the government of being undemocratic. On the contrary, the USA can be said to be a democratic republic because of its stance to protect its citizens. The government has a responsibility of protecting its citizens and ensuring that they achieve their objectives as they carry out their respective activities. Therefore, the USA does not lose its democracy by tightening the requirements of immigrants it believes may pose threats to its citizens. 
From the provided information, it can be deduced that the USA is still a democratic republic. Its citizens are free to engage in important rights such as voting. Additionally, journalists enjoy their liberty without fear of intimidation or oppression. Furthermore, the human rights of citizens are respected regardless of their status in society. Moreover, the arms of government still remain independent and impunity is punished in the USA. Since there have been no changes in the way the country runs. The citizens continue to enjoy their freedoms as they did years back. Therefore, the U.S. still remains as a democratic republic.
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