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How the Class has changed my Perspective
There is no doubt that every generation is typified by various characteristics.  I have learned many important things throughout the course of this class. One thing that has amazed me is the realization that a person may be living in a particular generation, without actually realizing how the characteristics of such a generation affect him/her. However, after going through various learning resources provided in this class, my perspective on life has changed in some areas and widened in others. In this paper, I will describe how this class has changed my perspective on life, in reference to various authors/ readings.
	One of the things that I have realized is that personal behavior and humanity are influenced by cultural context within which an individual is living. This claim is clearly supported by David Brooks in chapter ten of his book “The Road to Character.” His comparison of Unitas and Namath; both of whom are prominent quarterbacks depicts how rowing up different cultural backgrounds affects the perception of life. For instance, Unitas grew up in “the old culture of self-effacement and self- defeat” (Brooks 240). As a result, he grew up in appreciating the process of attainment, and this made him emerge as a humble being. 
On the contrary, Namath grew up in a rather individualistic society, where personal efforts are more valued than the teamwork. As such, he grew up as an individualistic person, who cares less about others, and who enjoys the best that life has to offer. He appreciates his achievement more than the process that led to the achievement. Comparing both cases has made me take a reflection of my life, and how the cultural context in which I am living affects me. Furthermore, I have realized that as years pass by, moral deterioration is progressing. Previously, I thought it was normal to focus on individual happiness. 
However, this reading has made me realize that social morality is yielded by the focus on collective happiness and contentment. This notwithstanding, I do not think it would be possible to reverse the current moral universe. As it is, more people are okay with seeking individual gains and living in a morally degraded society. While I cannot change the way the world thinks or behaves, I have realized that I can actually change my way of thinking and my conduct. This realization has made me more conscious of my actions, and how to leverage them in order to benefit from the positive cultural influences, while I evade the negative cultural influences. 
Indeed, the Ecclesiastes reading has widened my the point of view to a very large extent. Previously, I was looking at life in terms of physical possessions. I wanted to get a good education, a good job, a good house, a good car, and other good things which could make me lead a “happy life.”  However, after going through this class, I can confidently link the moral decay and degradation of humanity to ignorance. People think that egocentrism could lead to happiness. On the contrary, the book of Ecclesiastes has changed my view regarding this. I have undeniably learned that the pursuits of this world are actually vanity. As the philosopher says “Then I turned [to look] at all my deeds that my hands had wrought and upon the toil that I had toiled to do, and behold everything is vanity and frustration, and there is no profit under the sun.” After the philosopher had done everything that he thought would make him happy, he reflected on everything and realized that all he had done was vanity.
This reading brings me to a closer understanding of the fact that, there is a gap in the hearts of humans that cannot be filled with the things of this world. I have realized that natural effects such as humanity are worth more happiness than material things. Indeed, the world would experience true happiness if we would go back to our moral roots and retrieve our conventional moral guidance. But only a few people have gotten this revelation. Therefore, in the meantime, the deprivation of humanity could be the cause of the evil things that are happening in this world. There is too much wealth, yet too little happiness and health. Alien sicknesses, advanced criminal activities, insecurity, hatred, individualism are the fruits of the degradation of humanity. 
Certainly, after going through this class, I realized that moral corruption and the degradation of humanity are partially yielded by lack of knowledge. In my case, the knowledge I have acquired from this class has positively impacted on my perception of morality and humanity. In this regard, I found Viktor Frankl’s book Man's Search for Meaning to be very insightful. Certainly, knowing the meanings of one’s life could divert the minds of men from a personal focus to a communal focus. Frankl’s describes his miserable life and how the love for his wife gave him hope and resilience. By inventing the theory of logotherapy, Frankel’s proves that indeed the desire for meaning is more vital to the experiences of humankind, than the desire for power or pleasure. This biographic description of the desire to practice humanity no matter his situation brought me to the realization that, if men would find the real meaning of life, they would thirst more for humanity than material things. They would, therefore, lead a fulfilling life.
To a greater extent, my perception has changed after going through the class material and taking a closer look at how the insights offered by the authors are mirrored in my life. Take for example Brook’s article “If It Feels Right.” Before, I read this article; I did not actually realize that just like the young people that Brooks mentions in the article, I was actually very poor in describing moral issues. In the same vein, I was an advocator of doing it if “it feels right.” What I had not realized is that what is right for one person could actually be wrong for another. As such, this realization changed my scope in that, all of us must take a personal responsibility in bringing back sanity in our society, by being aware of moral issues and how they affect not only us but others.
But this takes more than meets the eyes. It is said that “as a twig is bent, the tree inclines.” In this context, the young generation will shape tomorrow’s society. However, in reference to Smith et al’s Lost in Transition: The Dark Side of Emerging Adulthood it is clear that today’s young people are not aware or even concerned about the moral issues in the society. Once again, this scenario made me apprehend the role of the cultural context in shaping humanity.  I realized that actually, the cause of the degradation of humanity in our society is deeply rooted in the way we bring up our children. Of course, I would not expect an individualistic parent to bring up a child in a different way. Parents who have no moral consciousness would in no way teach their children about morality. 
The situation is even worse because unlike in the past where the child would partially be shaped by the society, there is no hope that today’s young people would learn anything positive from a society which is outrightly corrupt.  Previously, I used to think that moral unconsciousness was a personal problem. However, in view of this analysis, I realized that moral and degradation of humanity are two vices that are nurtured by the parents and the society at large, and passed on from generation to generation. As such, we would only expect tomorrow’s society to be worse than todays; at least as far as morality and humanity are concerned. 
In conclusion, today’s cultural context is typified by moral unconsciousness and degradation of humanity. In this class, I have learned that the society we are living in contributed greatly to the current status. However, two elements are essential if we were to restore morality and humanity in the universe. Firstly, people must understand moral issues. They must realize the vanity of individualistic gains. They must know that love would yield a meaning to their lives. Secondly, people must take personal initiatives towards a better society. One person may not change the whole society. However, if a few people change for the better, the society would change gradually too. 
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