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Religion is a core concept of societal culture. It is a system of traditions, norms, and beliefs in a supreme being with superpowers that is believed to control the universe (Zinnbauer et al.). Different communities have their own religion. However, some religions like Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism have been adopted on a global scale with Christianity comprising the majority of the subscribers to religious beliefs. Islam is another major religion practised around the world. It is believed that Christianity and Islam have somethings in common. This work cross-examines the Christian and the Islam religion  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christianity is one of the mainstream religion in the world that is believed to have been founded by Jesus Christ. It is a monotheist religion where Christians believe in one God that encompasses three parts namely the holy spirit, the son and the father (Novak 256). The son refers to Jesus Christ and the father is the supreme being that is invisible. The trio is referred to as the Trinity in Christian religion (Novak 256). Christianity is believed to have started during the teachings of Jesus Christ and gained momentum when the disciples received holy spirit after the death and ascension of Jesus Christ (Novak 239).
Other renown men believed to be followers of Christ came up with literature believed to expound the teachings of Jesus Christ among other doctrines that conformed to Christian theology. The Christian religion is guided by a collection of scriptures written by various disciples and followers of Christ as well as men of God who lived before the era of Christ (Novak 329). This collection is referred to as the bible and is a primary source of guidance for the Christian faith. Additionally, there are other Christian literatures composed by other followers.
Christianity has evolved over time. Initially, Christianity was pioneered by Catholic and the Apostolic faith. Later there was disunity with the Catholic mainstream which gave birth to the Protestants and the Orthodox denominations (McLeod et al. 5). In the contemporary world, there are uncountable denominations within the Christian religion. Christianity believes in the forgiveness of sins through repentance and that the ultimates price for the sins was paid through the demise of Christ the cross. It also believes in life after death and hell for those who will be found faulty during the judgment day. In Christianity, death is just a transition from a body with soul to the bodyless soul which continues to live (Novak 257).
Christianity is also guided by teaching that advocate for various virtues such as kindness, mercy, love, humility, forgiveness, patience, faithfulness, grace, gratitude, persistence among others (McLeod et al. 7). The Christians particularly strive to emulate the exemplary life of Jesus as the emphasizes the life of Christs with a bigger section of the bible narrating the life of this iconic founder of Christianity. Christianity also, believes in the resurrection of the body after death, just as Jesus did as a few others like Lazarus, Jairus daughter and the son of the house of Nain (Novak 238). Moreover, their other prophets in the holy bible that are believed to have played a significant role in laying a foundation for the Christianity religion.
There is one interesting teaching of Christianity found in Novak book (Novak 242). Christianity teachings on love which advocates for love for one another. Love is very significant in fostering human relations and existence. For people to live together harmoniously, love must be a core ingredient in formation of relationships. Father Isaac, a Catholic monk in the interview, rewrites the virtues of love as emphasized by Christian teachings (Father Isaac interview). This interview also highlights the importance of repentance and forgiveness. These two are a core concept in Christianity for its believed that Jesus Christ the founder of Christianity died so that believers would be granted penance when they repent asking for the forgiveness (Novak 257). 
Another mainstream religion is Islam. It arose in the peninsula. Islam is a monotheist religion that believes in a supreme invisible being. Additionally, prophet Muhammad is believed to be the most revered prophet of Allah the highest God. According to Novak (296), it is guided by the holy book “Quran “and is believed to be founded on five pillars (Novak 296). The first pillar is referred to as “Shahada” which is basically a statement that contains profession of the Islam faith. The “Shahada” states that there is no true God but Allah and Muhammad, His prophet (Novak 296).
The second pillar comprises of “Salat” (Novak 297). The “Salat” in Islam refers to daily prayers. Prayers to an Islam faithful is very important as it brings spiritual nourishment on the believer. In fact, “salat” is should happen five times a day (Novak 297). There is usually a call to prayer that is referred to as “Adhan”. These prayers emphasize on reverence to Allah and humility. The third pillar is “Zakat” or arms-levy. This is a mandatory giving a believer must give to those in need annually. This core principle extends the virtue of love to those in needs (Novak 297). 
The fourth pillar is “Sawn” that is the compulsory fasting during the holy month of Ramadhan (Novak 298). Believers fast and present their petitions to Allah through “Salat” and believe that Allah will grant them their wishes. Muslims believe that the “Quran” was brought down to the mankind during Ramadan (Novak 298). The last pillar is the “Hajj” which is the annual pilgrimage that a very believer should attend at least once in their lifetime (Novak 299). The pilgrimage usually takes place in Mecca, a city where Muhammad is believed to have lived (Novak 299).
Moreover, like other religions, Islams has got its own Muslim groups all subscribing to the larger Islam faith. The infighting within Islam gave rise to Sunni, Shia, Sufi, Wahhabi, and Shiite among other growing branches (Kusserow, and Pawlak 2). It believes in human virtues such as forgiveness, charity, love for each other, kindness, peace among others. Particularly, Islam emphasizes a lot of taking care of the needy in the society and treating humanity with respect (Novak 310).
Similarly, Islam believes that in hell and heaven where people will go after death (Novak 294). Muslim pedagogy teaches its followers that actions have consequences either good or bad ones and that they are judged by the intention behind them (Mufti). According to Mufti, Islam believes in Angels, Day of judgment, revealed books in the Quran, the prophets divine destiny and decree and One true God (Mufti). It particularly, emphasizes on prophets such as Muhammad, Jesus, Moses, Ibrahim and others (Sheik Amin Ali interview).
This religion has similarities as well as differences with the Islam religion. For instance, they are both monotheistic religion that believes in the same God. Additionally, they share some prophets, for instance, Moses, Jesus, Abraham among other historical religious figures. Similarities most of the virtues advocated for by these religions are similar, like love, kindness, humility, compassion among others. The two religions believe in hell and heaven (Novak 294). They also recognize Jesus as a great prophet (Sheik Amin Ali Interview).
Similarly, the two mainstream religions have notable differences. Christianity believes that Jesus is the son of God Almighty while Islam recognizes Jesus as a great prophet and not son of God or God himself (Sheik Ali interview). Islam emphasizes one true God who alone is worthy of worship but Christians believe in a God that is three in one comprising of the holy spirit, the son and the father (Sheik Ali Interview). Another key difference is Islam’s disbelief of the death of Jesus on the cross. The  Muslims believe that Jesus did not die on the cross where Christians beliefs died for the sins of humankind (Novak 311).
In conclusion, religion is a key concept that determines our cultural identity. It inculcates social virtues that foster social cohesion as well as influencing and determining personalities and character of people. Religion gives life a deeper meaning and sense of purpose. Additionally, it provides a solution for phenomena, scenario, and events that no other explanations seem to hold satisfactory reason. Despite the diversity of religion in the world, religions are a major unifying factor for so many communities around the ground.
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