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Riots in Ferguson, Missouri
Missouri is historically known as a peaceful city and riots hardly occur in the city even during the major urban disorders in 1960. However, this changed in August 2014 when riots broke out in the aftermath of the death of a teenager, Michael Brown who was shot by a police officer, Darren Wilson. Despite the fact that Brown was unarmed and had no previous criminal record, the police justified the shooting by accusing him of a robbery at a nearby store. Brown’s killing by the police became an issue of national controversy focusing on the recurrent issue of racism and police brutality among young black men in America (Cunha, 2014). Even though the shooting was the immediate cause of the shooting, the racial tensions between the police and the minority communities as well as police harassment in Ferguson were the underlying cause of the riots in Missouri.
The cause of the riots is as a result of racial biases that exist in the criminal justice system. Research indicates that the police officers in the United States are quick to arrest or shoot African-Americans than any other individuals from other races. This is evident from Darren Wilson’s testimony, the police officer who killed Michael Brown. In his testimony, in the grand jury, Wilson insinuated that Brown was a violent and an unstoppable person who could easily harm him or kill him even with one punch (Lopez, 2016). This testimony shows the stereotyping that exists in the American criminal justice system which is to blame for the increasing number of deaths due to the police brutality on the black community in the US. As a result, riots erupt as this is the only way that their voices can be heard and ensure that justice is served and equality is achieved since there is a minimal representation of the black community in the local government.
The concept of frustration induced criminality can be used to explain and understand the cause of the riots in Ferguson, Missouri. As explained earlier, it is evident that there was more to the riots than just Brown’s shooting and frustration induced criminality best explains the reason behind the riots. Frustration induced criminality simply suggests that blocking a behavior that is directed towards a particular goal enhances a person’s arousal and enhances the need to reduce their frustration (Bartol &Bartol, 2012). This is evident in cases which involve riots where those protesting feel that they are justified to get what they want. In the case of Brown’s shooting, the protests emanate from the frustration of racial profiling and police brutality to the young black men in America which prompts the need to fight for justice and equity among the minority groups.
Frustration induced criminality identifies offender to be either socialized or individual offenders. The social offenders are described as the people who constantly break the law because of consistently learning behaviors from their environment (Michelson, 2015). The individual offenders, on the other hand, are people who violate the law because of constantly being disappointed or frustrated. With that said, it is clear that Michael Brown’s shooting was a case of a social offense by the police officer based on the fact that Brown was not armed and he had not robbed the store as stipulated by the police officer. The fact that there is stereotyping that exists in America’s criminal justice system that perceives all black young men to be criminals may have contributed to the police officer killing Brown. Even though the US Department of Justice and the Grand jury gave their verdict that the police officer did not break any laws, a separate justice department report indicated that the police officer had violated the rights of African-American citizens in America, which makes the police officer a social offender.
Frustration induced criminality also entails a concept of frustration induced riots which explains the behavior of looters during riots. In this case, the grand jury’s decision not to indict Darren Wilson, the police officer ignited violence during the riots in Ferguson as most people in the black community felt that this was an unjust decision. Those rioting also felt that the police officer had violated the civil rights of Michael Brown since he was unarmed hence the verdict was unfair which prompted the need to riot for appropriate action to be taken (Lopez, 2016). Also, the riots portray the distrust and fear that the African-American community has on the US law enforcement hence the demonstrations are out of fear that their loved ones will be the next victims. 
The issue of police violence against the black community has been a problem that has been widely discussed and caused a lot of controversy for a long time even prior to Michael Brown’s shooting. Furthermore, racial disparity in the criminal justice has also been a problem. However, the focus and discussions on racial profiling have escalated following the deaths of various young black men in the recent years. For instance, apart from Michael Brown’s death, other young African-American men were victims of police brutality in America. Consequently, the riots and conversation about police brutality revolve around victims such as Jordan Davis, Trayvon Martin, and Eric Garner (Lopez, 2016). Thus, it is evident that the riots in Ferguson emanated from the continuous frustration of the black community towards the constant racial profiling by the American Justice system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The riots in Ferguson are also an indication that something has to be done with regards to the racial profiling in the criminal justice system in the US. Police brutality against the young African-American men is something that has been present for a long time and something must be done to prevent more cases in the future. In Ferguson’s case, for instance, the best action to take would be increasing the number of black representation in the local government. This will help solve some of the issues concerning police brutality that the black community faces. This way their issues would be easily addressed and they will not have to protest for them to be heard. Therefore, we cannot ignore the fact that racism exists especially in form of police brutality hence elimination of racism would require immediate actions to deal with the criminal injustice  against the blacks in the US.
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