“A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman
This is a short poem in which the author keenly observes a spider, and relates its life to his. The choice of words such as; “isolated,” “vacant vast” “detached” “Ceaselessly musing, “depicts a sad and lonesome tone. In the second stanza, the poet draws his focus from the spider and reflects on himself. Just like the spider which “stood isolated,” his soul is also “… detached, in measureless oceans of space” (7).  The repetition in the first stanza, “…filament, filament, and filament out of itself” (3) is used to emphasize the action of the spider making a web. The web could have been used metaphorically to represent a trap or confusion. This confusion is also reflected in the Whitman life when he notes, “…venturing, throwing, and seeking the spheres to connect them” (8). It is like the poet is hopeful for something in his life, but he takes too long to achieve it. The last two lines indicate his longing and hope, “Till the bridge you will need be form’d, till the ductile anchor hold/Till the gossamer thread you fling catch somewhere, O my soul (9-10). Only when he achieves what he desires will he be peaceful. 


