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Words have the Power to Change the Course of Action in Othello
An old adage says, “Words is a most powerful weapon, use it carefully because it can make you or break you.” Indeed, words are like a double edged sword; they can make or break. The power in words is too intense that it can change people’s life for the better or for the worse. For a case in point, in William Shakespeare’s “Othello”, words have altered the turn of events, and the reader’s expectations of how the plot would unfold. It is unbelievable how Iago uses words like venom, to poison the mind of Othello until he kills his wife. This is a clear depiction of the power of the tongue, which even when unaccompanied, serves as a deadly weapon. This paper will argue that indeed, words have the power to change the course of events in Othello, as demonstrated by Iago’s poisonous words, which entirely alter the expected turn of events.
At the beginning of the play, the reader expects, and is almost assured of a happy ending of Othello’s and Desdemona’s love story. However, doubts starts rising in the minds of the reader after witnessing the bitterness and hatred in Iago’s words. From the first words that Iago speaks, the reader can see his hatred for Othello, and his determination to destroy him. In fact, it is Iago’s words of mouth that greatly direct the plot development in Othello. Responding to Roderigo’s concern if he actually hates Othello, Iago responds, “despise me if I do not” (Othello 1.1. 8-9). Iago tells Roderigo how Othello preferred Cassio as his lieutenant, while letting down his proposal. After explaining to Roderigo, he asks him, “now sir, be judge yourself, / whether I in nay just term am affined / to love he Moor” (1.1.39-41). Through his crafted words, Iago manages to convince Roderigo of his hatred for Othello. As a result, Roderigo is persuaded to join Iago in his malicious mission of separating Othello and Desdemona.
Also, when they arrive at Brabantio’s house at night, Iago’s words are meant to agitate Brabantio, so that he feel extremely  hurt by her daughter’s marriage to Othello, and therefore be determined to end it. Iago notes, “Zounds, sir, you’re robbed! For shame, put on your gown. / Your heart is burst, you have lost half your soul. / Even now, now, very now, an old black ram is topping your white ewe” (1.1. 87-92). Iago’s choice of words is maliciously crafted so that they can cause unremitting hurt in Brabantio’s image and spirit. Maybe if the new of her daughter’s marriage to Othello had been relayed in a sober way, Brabantio would have managed to see sense in their love, and probably bless this marriage. However, Iago’s poisonous words serve their intended purpose, and Brabantio’s image and spirit are intensively hurt by her daughter’s marriage to the Moor. His eyes are also blinded by Iago’s words, so that he does not understand how Desdemona could possible fall in love with a black man. It is this denial that makes him accuse Othello of witchcraft, and which eventually ushers him to his death. In this case, it can be argued that the power of Iago’s venomous words, contributed greatly to Barbantio’s death.
Also, in Othello, it is Iago’s cunning words that determine the doom of Roderigo. Iago wants to use Roderigo like a puppet in his mission to bring down Othello, and in return, help him get Desdemona back. When their first mission to separate Othello and Desdemona fails, Roderigo resolves to kill himself. However, Iago has another use for him, and he uses words to convince him not to commit suicide. He further convinces him to sell all his property citing that, “she must change for youth. When she is sated with his body she will find the errors of her choice” (1.2.89-90). Enticed by Iago’s cunning words, the gullible Roderigo ends up selling all his property and giving all his money to Iago. After their parting, Iago boasts, “thus do I ever make my fool my purse” (1.2. 320). This means that his cunning way of using words helps him to get money from gullible people like Roderigo.
Most importantly, it is Iago’s words which breaks the love and trust between Othello and his wife Desdemona. To start with, Iago’s hatred towards Othello makes him very determined to destroy him. Also, Iago suspects that Othello might have slept with his wife Emilia. He cannot afford to see them happy, “oh you are well tuned now, But I’ll set down the pegs that make this music,” (2.1. 186-187). This means that Iago is set to destroy them, but the only weapon he intends to use is his words. Through his words, he generates a spark of jealousy and doubt in Othello’s heart. However, he must make the relationship between Othello and Cassio sour, so that besides separating Othello from his wife, he also manages to get the Lieutenant position.
Iago intends to make Cassio drunk with wine, before provoking him with words so that Iago can fight and therefore ruin his reputation. When Cassio resists tojoin the drinking party, Iago pressures him saying, “Oh, they are our friends. /  But one cup. I’ll drink for you” (2.2. 23-24). After he is assured that Cassio is fully drunk, Iago advices Roderigo to provoke him with words, so that he can start a fight. His plan works perfectly fine, and when Othello enquires into the matter, Iago’s explanation incriminates Cassio, resulting to his demotion from the position of a Lieutenant. As such, Iago’s words through Roderigo provoke Cassio into a fight, and Iago’s account of the matter makes Cassio seem like a rascal, and he is therefore demoted from his position.
Given that Othello and Cassio’s relationship has been compromised, Iago next step is to use words to establish jealousy and mistrust in Othello’s heart. However, he first has to make Cassio come close to Desdemona, so that he can accuse him of having an affair with her. He advices Cassio to go to Desdemona and “confess yourself freely to her, / importune her help to put you in your place again / she is of so free, so kind… /she holds it a vice in her goodness not to do more than she is requested” (2.2.33-35). Had Cassio gone his way after he was sacked, maybe Iago would have been made the Lieutenant and Othello’s love and trust towards his wife would prevail.  However, Iago’s words changes the course of action by bringing Cassio and Desdemona together, thus giving Iago an opportunity to accuse them of having an affair.  By following Iago’s advice, Cassio is just putting himself into more problems with Othello.
After facilitating Cassio and Desdemona’s meeting, Iago makes sure that Othello sees them together, and then goes on to use words to fan the spark of mistrust that he has implanted in Othello’s heart. He says to Othello, “Cassio, my Lord? No, sure, I cannot think it / That he would steal away so guilty-like / seeing you coming” (3.2. 37-39). In this case, Iago cunningly uses the word “guilty-like” to make Othello believe that Cassio’s meeting with his wife is not genuine. However, the way Iago frames his words makes him seem honest, while Cassio seems wicked. 
Iago is very clever with words; a fact that makes those he talks to believe what he is saying, but only leading them to their doom.  Were it not for Iago’s toxic words, Desdemona would have managed to convince Othello to restore Cassio to his Lieutenant position, and their love would have continued to flourish. However, Iago’s words sow seeds of doubt where there is trust, and jealously where there is love. He then uses more cunning words to fan the sparks that he has generated, until his victims are in his full control. Iago starts a conversation that compels Othello to ask him what he thinks about Desdemona and Cassio. He therefore gets a chance to accuse Cassio and Desdemona without incriminating himself. “Oh, beware, my Lord of jealousy! / It is the green-eyed monster which doth mock / The meat it feeds on” (3.2. 170-171). By making Othello aware of jealousy, Iago intends to make sure that whatever information he will gives Othello would rouse interest and jealous in him. 
He further goes on now to accuse Desdemona, phrasing his words in a very shrewd way that makes him seem like a concerned friend of Othello, “I would not have your free and noble nature / out of self-bounty be abused. Look to ‘t…/ In Venice they do let God see the pranks / They dare not show their husbands” (3.2. 204-208). Iago’s well framed words are meant to raise Othello’s interest in the subject, as well as test his reactions. Iago is not a fool who would talk about such a sensitive matter in a straight forward way that will most probably incriminate him. He tests the water before proceeding. When he notes that Othello is falling to his trap, he proceeds, “She did deceive her father, marrying you” (3.3. 211). His intention is to make Othello believe that besides the loving and good natured side of his wife, there is another dishonest side.
Othello believes Iago’s words, and this belief implant a seed of doubt in his mind, a seed that would eventually bring his downfall. He who previously loved his wife more than his own life now regrets saying, “why did I marry? This honest creature doubtless / sees and knows, much more, than he unfolds.” (3.3. 248-249). Through his cunning words, Iago manages to fan the spark of jealous and mistrust that he has established in Othello’s heart, until Othello is totally confused. Othello notes, “by the world, / I think my wife be honest and think she is not / I think that thou art just and think thou art not…./ her name, that was as fresh / As Dian’s visage, is now begrimed and black / As mine own face” (3.2. 393- 398).  In this case, it is evident that the power in Iago’s words has managed to influence even the most admired and strong man in Venice. It has managed to alter a love so strong, turning it into hatred.
The eventual intention of Iago is not create doubts in Othello, but to force Othello to react to those doubts, so that he can divorce his wife, and have intense hatred for Cassio. Therefore, everyday, Iago crafts his words and uses them to fuel the burning fire of jealousy and mistrust in Othello’s heart. All this while, he also uses words to prove his “innocence”, in the whole matter, so that Othello does not realize his dishonesty. While Othello asks for prove of his accusations, Iago responds, “I see, sir, you are eaten up with passion. / I do repent me that I put it to you…would you, the supervisor, grossly gape on,/ behold her topped” (3.3. 401-402, 405-406). These words are meant to make Othello imagine his wife in the act of adultery with Cassio, and thus aggravate his fury. Eventually, Iago manages to provide Othello with the false evidence, which makes him kill his wife. Also, Iago convinces Roderigo to kill Cassio. However, by acting according to Iago’s bidding, the foolish Roderigo ends up dying while Cassio is spared. By the time Othello learns that Iago has been lying to him all along, he has already killed his wife. It is at this time that he realizes that he has been blinded by Iago’s words, to an extent of doing an abominable act of killing the woman he would have given his life for. This realization is very exasperating, and he therefore opts to commit suicide. 
In conclusion, words are a powerful weapon that can be used to create or to destroy. Unfortunately in Shakespeare’s “Othello”, the words of a hateful, vengeful and bitter man Iago changes the turn of events throughout the play. His provoking words magnified Brabantio’s loss after his daughter is married to the Moor, an effect that partially contributes to Barbantio’s death. Also, Iago’s words makes Roderigo lose all his property, and lose his life while fulfilling Iago’s bidding. Most importantly, Iago’s words poisons the previously pure mind of Othello, and blinds him towards his wife’s faithfulness. Out of Iago’s false accusation, Othello ends up killing his wife and killing himself after his eyes are open to the true and destructive nature of Iago. Indeed, Iago’s venomous word have managed to alter the turn of event in “Othello”
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