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Causes of Juvenile Crime
Since time immemorial, juvenile crime has been a rather disturbing issue. Many have tried seeking answers as to why some children steal, set fires or damage property. As a result, many theories on the causes of juvenile delinquency have been developed over the years, but it is until recently that extensive research has been conducted on the causes of juvenile crimes. In particular, educational bodies, child welfare associations, juvenile courts have been instrumental in gathering information on juvenile crimes which makes it easy to deduce their primary causes as well as who may be liable to such crimes based on the law. Therefore, juvenile crimes entail any action against a person or society committed by the child who is above seven years of age or of age based on the law concerned (Patacchini& Zenou, 2009). A child who is seven years and above is deemed by the law to be of mature understanding hence he/she is liable to any of the crimes committed. 
Following the attention that juvenile crimes have invited among researchers, sociologists, legislators, and social reformers, several causes of the juvenile delinquencies have been identified. In most cases, crimes are perceived to emanate from an individual’s inability to adapt to difficult situations. Thus, factors contributing to such difficult situations combined with the mental conditions that impact on an individual’s ability to adapt to difficulties experienced effectively are attributed to be the cause of juvenile crimes. As such, the reasons may be psychological, social or physical.
The psychological factors are associated with the mental state of the child. These factors determine delinquent behaviors in several ways. For instance, certain mental illnesses are attributed to causing felonious acts or behaviors. Specifically, obsessive imagery mental states may make a child commit a crime. Mental illnesses such as bipolar disorder may make a child be involved in criminal offenses due to uncontrolled impulses or emotions. Therefore, crimes associated with the child’s mental state, are perceived to be a child’s attempt to compensate for their mental illness.
The social factors include anything that affects a child’s ability to interact well with others and issues relating to family, wealth and lifestyle. As such elements such as drug abuse, domestic violence, mistreatment by family members, and peer pressure in school or unsanitary conditions enhance juvenile crimes. For instance, when a child is continually exposed to domestic violence, the/she perceives it as an acceptable way of dealing with problems. As a result, they may not fear using violence in their everyday life (Ryan & Lane, 2011).  Moreover, mistreatment by family members may make a child harbor a lot of anger and bitterness which may make them result in committing crimes. As for peer pressure, a child may be pushed by their friend to commit a crime, and since the thought of rejection may be difficult to handle, they end up committing the crime just to please their friends. The physical factors mainly revolve around drug addiction. Having a drug abuse problem entails finding ways to support the habit, and unfortunately, this may involve crimes such as stealing to support the habit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]While the causes of juvenile delinquency have become clear, the current judicial system is quite flawed especially when it comes to administering punishments or sentencing to the children (National Research Council, 2001). Thus, reforming the current judicial system is essential as currently, the emphasis is more on the punishment is given to the child rather than helping the child understand why what they did is wrong and why they are being punished for it. Moreover, in as much as punishment is necessary, a system that focuses on rehabilitation would have a significant impact in reducing juvenile crimes and also helping to reform behaviors. Rehabilitating the juveniles would be better achieved by offering counseling and structured activities that help correct behavior and build good characters.
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