	     Surname 4


Student’s Name:
Professor’s Name:
Course:
Date:
Persuasive Essay: The Negative Effects of Developing New Technologies
Technological advancement has affected society significantly. Almost everything is more accessible and efficient because of its advancement. As such, technology has gradually become intertwined into people’s daily lives including their way of doing things. Most tasks such as reading, writing, and calculation can now be done efficiently with the use of computers. While this may be beneficial to some extent, it also comes at a cost. The adverse effects it has on human health has made technological advancement an area of interest. Notably, people’s overreliance on technology has paralyzed their cognitive abilities prompting the need to analyze the negative effects of developing technologies.
One of the negative effects of technological changes is that it affects how we think. Computers, in particular, have been found to influence our thinking negatively. The efficiency they provide has made people addicted to them and even rely on them in solving analytical issues. This kind of overreliance is detrimental to one’s cognitive abilities. In support of this is Turkle’s article, “How Computers Change the Way We Think” where she vividly articulates her experience on how computers have gradually changed our thinking. To demonstrate this, she gives an example of how the computers changed the thinking of students. She states that the transition of the slide rules to the calculators significantly affected the ability of the students to deal with issues of scales. Unlike the use of calculators, using slide rules required the students to insert decimal points themselves (159). While the use of calculators had promoted great efficiency, many students made frequent errors indicating that calculator use affected their accuracy as well as the ability to do the calculation themselves. This is a clear indication of the effect that computers have on our thinking.
Human beings ability to think critically has also been eliminated by the extensive use of technology which is so developed to the extent that it is capable of resolving any problems or challenges that a person faces. Also, analytical skills have been affected as well as people now depend on technology to get the answers. It, therefore, affects our natural ability to think. We rely on online platforms such as Google to do our research. While this provides comprehensive information, our creativity and other cognitive skills are under-utilized in the process affecting our critical thinking in the long run.
Another significant effect of new technological development is increased social isolation. Specifically, the increased use of smartphones and the internet are subtly destroying the importance of face to face interactions resulting in imminent separation from contemporary society. The fact that technology entertains a myriad of forms highly contributes to isolation. Furthermore, the rise of social media platforms has intensified reduced face to face interactions as people can easily message one another making them believe that they are making a human connection. Unfortunately, this is not the case as online interactions significantly differ with face to face interactions since there is lack of human contact or emotions. As Tuckle points out in her article, such technological avenues make it difficult for people to develop their authentic selves. For children especially, expressing their actual feelings may be challenging due to increased social isolation. Tuckle also suggests that “For those who are lonely yet afraid of intimacy, information technology has made it possible for them to have an illusion of friendship without the demands of friendship (161).” This shows that building intimate relationships is equally as hard due to isolation or lack of connection caused by technology.
Technology also negatively affects how we absorb information. This is attributed to shorter concentration spans propagated by the numerous distractions that emanate from viral videos online or the notifications from various social media platforms. Such distractions affect our creativity as well as our abilities to learn. Moreover, constant updates of unnecessary information disrupt our creativity and our contemplative abilities because we do not get any value from such information. In his article, “Is Google making us Stupid?” Carr acknowledges that the developments in technology specifically the internet have made it difficult for people to concentrate when reading. He states that “the more they use the Web, the more they have to fight to stay focused on long pieces of writing (166).” To make matters worse, our ability to absorb information has deteriorated to the extent that we cannot read long articles or more than two or three pages without checking a site on the internet (Carr 166). The author even admits that it is also difficult for him to concentrate on his reading while he is online. Indeed, this is proof enough that technology is disruptive to the extent that our abilities to absorb information are affected.
The constant interactions and disruptions associated with technology have turned most people to superficial thinkers (Carr 2). These interactions certainly divide our attention hence affecting our work and productivity. The brain is modeled to focus and sustain concentration. However, continued exposure to unnecessary information on the internet makes this challenging. Therefore, in an instance where a person is reading pieces of information, they can only effectively absorb it only when they are fully focused. However, access to the internet not only increases the possibility for one to digress but also affects their concentration and ability to absorb the information. For instance, when staring at mobile phones or computers, the brain is unable to form the neural links associated with in-depth thinking. Our memories become weak while our thoughts become incoherent affecting our thinking and ability to absorb information.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lack of privacy especially when online is another significant effect associated with technological advancement. Confidential information is no longer safe as people could easily gather another person’s information from various online platforms. Notably, instant messaging, online blogging and web browsing leave electronic traces making it easy for hackers to access private information (Tuckle 160). This not only puts the users at risk, but it also makes their devices susceptible to viruses which may result in losing important and confidential information.
While technological advancement has led to numerous developments, it has adverse effects, especially on human beings. It has paralyzed our thinking to the extent that most people rely on search engines such as Google to find information. We have forgotten the good old fashioned way of doing extensive research in the libraries as the web has become the default starting point for all our work. As a result, our creative capabilities have slowly diminished due to overreliance of these online platforms. Moreover, technology has influenced our reading habits negatively since we are unable to absorb information appropriately. The disruptions as a result of phone notification have made it worse. The technological addiction that makes us spend too much time on social media platforms or playing video games has played a role in social isolation. Indeed, these effects demonstrate the severity of technology advancement on human beings. We have been blinded by the benefits that technology has which has slowly damaged our intellect. Thus, Tuckle and Carr make valid points on the effects of technology, and it is high time that we took control of our lives by being conscious of how we use it.
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