Introduction to Literary Study Paper #1 Prompt

HARD COPY DUE IN CLASS FOR PEER REVIEW – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4TH
FINAL PAPER + PEER REVIEW COMMENTS DUE – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11TH 

**Please format your papers in 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1” margins. Recall that late papers lose a letter grade per day, so you will want to turn this paper in on time. You may wish to consult the CCNY Writing Center as you complete your essay.** 

Read “When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” by Walt Whitman (in the course reader), in your head and aloud. Make sure you understand what is going on:

· Examine every detail you can to understand the poem, looking up any words that are unfamiliar. 
· Try to see and hear everything that happens in the poem.
· Make sure you understand what each line says and means as well as how they follow one another logically. What “story” is the poem telling? What “situation” does it present? What is the speaker’s opinion about that situation? What is the relation between the speaker and their environment in the poem? What mood does the poem evoke?
· What do you think the poem is “about”? Does it offer an insight on something? Does it attempt to portray reality in an unusual way?

After determining the above information, start thinking about how the poem does all this. How does it get its meaning across? You will need to practice close reading in answering these questions. Close reading is an analysis that gives a descriptive account of a text, highlighting a few of its special concrete details or characteristics. Using these details and characteristics, a close reading makes an interpretive argument about the text’s meaning. It’s what we’ve been doing in discussing the poems we’ve read in class. 
Write a 2.5-3 page essay responding to the questions below. You should approach the questions in order, but the end result should be a unified essay. You may think of it as having three sections, responding to each of the three questions listed here. 
1) On a basic level, what is the poem about? What happens in the poem? Where does it take place? How is the argument sequenced throughout the piece?
2) Describe the poem’s form: how long are its lines? how do the lines start and end? how is it punctuated? what kind of language is used? where are the turning points? what is its rhythm like? what pronouns are used? and so on… Focus on two or three of these aspects that you find most significant about the poem’s form. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) Describe the relationship between the poem’s formal aspects and its thematic content. That is, figure out not only why Whitman wrote this poem, but why he wrote this poem like this? What does this poem want to teach the reader or express about being in the world? Reference the structure of at least one other style of poem we have studied and discuss the differences between it and Whitman’s poem. Discuss the advantages of Whitman’s formal choices, compared to those options, in making his point. 
NOTE: It is not necessary to draw on any of the “poetics” we have read—that is, writing about poetry by Hollander, Pound, or Whitman—but, if you find any of what they say useful to your overall argument, you are encouraged to make reference to them.
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