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No man is ever really free; he will always be a captive of knowledge and the tools utilized to gain knowledge

Human beings have always invested their energy in learning new things and inventing novel methods of accomplishing tasks. People have invested in ideas that enhance communication such as reading and writing. Additionally, new improvements that enhance the communication process continued being improved to increase efficiency. However, as humans continue in their inventions, they tend to become more attached to and dependent on their inventions. This essay avers that no man is truly free, but that he will always be imprisoned by knowledge and the tools used to attain knowledge. 
No man is truly free based on how they become imprisoned by the knowledge and the tools employed to attain knowledge. For example, it can be observed that before individuals gain knowledge about how to read and write, they are ‘insulated’ from the world. During that time, individuals are not influenced by what they do not yet know. However, the moment individuals start seeking knowledge, their lives change. For example, before Douglass learned how to read, he was content with life as it was at that time as a slave (Douglass). The moment he started to learn how to read, Douglass’ eyes were opened to a horrible pit because he came to know what it meant being a slave, and started detesting slavery (Douglass). Douglass even envied fellow-slavers because they did not know how to read. Thus, Douglass’ desire to continue learning how to read and write grew further and he could not stop. Therefore, it can be observed that with the pursuit of knowledge, man loses his freedom. He longs to learn more in order to understand more, and the yearnings make him more dependent on the new knowledge. The knowledge becomes his benchmark from which to base other ideas or perceptions revolving around the environment in which he lives. This explains how man has lost his freedom and become dependent on knowledge to learn more and to make decisions.
Additionally, it can also be observed that man loses his freedom to the tools he uses to gain knowledge. In the advent of computer technology, for example, people have become accustomed to these machines to achieve their intended objectives. The use of computers is intended to assist people to attain enhanced efficiency by easing the way they carry out the desired tasks such as typing. However, the evolution of these tools, such as word processing in computers, has done more than just improving lives. For example, through word processing, texts can be manipulated on computer screens and people can visualize how the texts appear faster than people can perceive the meaning of the words (Turkle). In such instances, it can be observed that people can lose the capability to compose words and rely on the computer to analyze the texts and edit them on their behalf (Turkle). People’s reliance on the computer to rearrange paragraphs and revise texts, for example, depicts people’s loss of freedom and their reliance on a machine to work on their behalf. The computer thus takes the major role in ensuring the texts are correct in terms of grammar. People have become dependent on the computer on matters such as spelling and meaning. The ease with which computers have enhanced typing means that people have become more dependent on them for editing. Thus, people have lost their freedom and become slaves to computers. 
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