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I believe that health care is neither a right nor a privilege. According to O’Rourke (2017), a right is a legal or moral claim to obtain or have something while a privilege is a special advantage, right, or protection offered or available to a specific individual or groups. Most, people in the U.S are covered by government healthcare insurance. However, not all citizens are covered or guaranteed healthcare coverage. Out of all those covered by the government, only 25% receive free health care coverage or pay for nothing. The other people are required to make certain contributions to receive certain healthcare services. 
Again, healthcare is not essential for supporting life since there is no guarantee that those who lack access to healthcare die. Healthcare is not a privilege because it is not reserved for a particular group of people. A certain individual such as the disabled is offered privileges in areas where they may not be equal to citizens. However, healthcare is available to anyone with the ability to pay for the charges. Therefore, healthcare is merely a service industry where there are supply and demand(O’Rourke, 2017). If people never got sick, there would be probably no need for the healthcare industry. I believe that healthcare should be neither a right nor a privilege. The government should take the responsibility of ensuring that each American has access to quality and affordable healthcare. I believe that certain developed nations have proven that this is possible without the complexity of rights or privileges. The UK is a great example where people access basic healthcare services free of charge, something that has not been achieved in America.  
The current healthcare environment has greatly changed over the past few decades. This has affected my practice in numerous ways. Firstly, healthcare quality has improved demanding for regular improvement in education and skills development. The current practice requires one to gain skills on the go to remain competent to meet the rising quality of care. Additionally, technology has played a great role in making healthcare delivery efficient and effective. Technology has improved the recording keeping, communication, and patient-doctor relationships (Jacobs &Skocpol, 2015). Patients and healthcare professionals can now communicate and develop relationships easily through the internet. 

However, the current healthcare environment still has its downsides. Some of the technologies are not well utilized, especially for EHR. These technologies have brought about mixed reactions and results because technology changes rapidly. Moreover, healthcare costs have increased complications with patient outcomes. This is because patients may lack the coverage for certain healthcare services. Insurers also make it challenging to get the right or suitable coverage. This is because as indicated earlier, healthcare is a service industry. Insurers often seek to make profits and thus are reluctant to rely on evidence-based healthcare. Such actions end up excluding or discouraging certain procedures to patients, which could potentially enhance patient quality. 

In conclusion, healthcare has improved tremendously especially in enhancing the quality of care. Technology has enhanced patient care, increasing engagement, as well as offering valuable information. However, healthcare should be viewed as a service industry where the government should take responsibility to ensure that Americans access free basic healthcare.
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