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Programs Used by the Obama Administration to Reduce Unemployment
The US government reported unemployment rates to be 10.2 % in October 2010 which is the highest rate since 1983. This rate was an increase from 9.8 % in September (Goodman). The fluctuating unemployment rates during this period are attributed to the great recession. Notably, the recession caused structural unemployment due to a profound disruption of the local industries that moved operations elsewhere. As a result, it was difficult for the low-skilled workers to find jobs. There was also a subsequent decline in self-employment during this period hence reducing employment opportunities in the labor market. It is also during this period that Obama started his first presidential term. Following the high unemployment rates at the beginning of his presidency, his main agenda was to curb the high rates and introduce policies and new initiatives that would better position the unemployment insurance systems, facilitate job sharing as well as transitions and training to employment.
Wage insurance is one of the programs that President Obama proposed as an initiative to prevent the income losses for the workers. These incomes losses mostly occur when the workers are starting over in their new jobs. In most cases, the workers are likely to earn 10 percent or more below what they earned in their previous jobs. Particularly, workers with over 20 years of experience tend to earn 25 percent below their previous jobs (White House).. The wage insurance program aims at offsetting the wage losses experienced by workers when taking up new jobs that pay them less than their previous work.
 Most importantly, the wage insurance program is an initiative that encourages workers to take up new jobs instead of staying unemployed for a long time due to income losses experienced after being unemployed for a long time. Furthermore, research indicates that being unemployed for a long time may be detrimental to one’s career since it is a challenge to get a job. Statistically, people who have been unemployed in the long-term have a 20 percent to 40 percent lower probability of getting hired as compared to those who have been unemployed for the short-term. It is, therefore, crucial to helping unemployed people to get jobs quickly to enable them to continue supporting themselves and their families (Korte). It is also an initiative to give people some stability before they get re-employed as well as reduce unemployment rates.
Also, the president proposed work-sharing programs that would help reduce job loss or unemployment in the country. This is an approach to prevent organizations from laying off workers by encouraging them to adopt job sharing programs that reduce the number of working hours. As a result, employees can work part-time while receiving employment benefits. In addition to reducing massive layoffs in organizations, work-sharing programs also allow employees to claim unemployment benefits if their working hours are reduced. Through the Middle Tax Relief and the Job Creation Act of 2012, most states have managed to reduce the unemployment rates (White House). Notably, 28 states have introduced work-sharing programs that conform to Federal Standards. It is reported that almost 24 million workers have been able to benefit from this programs in 2008-2013.
The president also proposed an initiative to train employees. In addition to receiving unemployment benefits, people who are unemployed would also receive apprenticeship or on the job training. This would specifically benefit workers that have been unemployed for a long time as they would gain new skills that are essential in getting new jobs. The career navigators would, therefore, reach out to those who are not able to get part-time jobs, those who have been unemployed for a long time and match them with appropriate training programs. Other than helping people get employment, it would also boost their earnings. For instance, in Nevada, the training programs were found to increase workers; earnings by $ 2611 in few months and reduced the amount of time they spent unemployed. Thus, it is an initiative that has had significant impacts in reducing unemployment rates.
Through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, President Obama’s administration was able to provide additional aid by ensuring that more workers had access to the unemployment insurance benefits and that those benefits increased. More than thirty states were able to benefit from the unemployment insurance reforms. This is attributed to the fact that the Act made significant changes to unemployment insurance benefits. For instance, it extended the eligibility of employees who left their jobs due to inevitable circumstances such as leaving their jobs to take care of a family member or other compelling reasons. This is an approach to help workers who lose their jobs and bring them out of poverty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Indeed, these programs and initiatives introduced during the Obama administration had a crucial role in reducing the high unemployment rates in the United States. Perhaps, this is one of the most significant achievements of Barack Obama during his presidency. Other than the fact that the unemployment benefits have been able to help most workers, it has also been a great initiative to increase the chances of the long-term unemployed workers to get jobs easily by enabling them to get new skills through training. Furthermore, we cannot ignore the fact that Obama’s administration was responsible for bailing out the US auto industry which helped save over three million jobs preventing a further increase in the rates of unemployment in the US (Fletcher).
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