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First Assignment: Notes on Minds, Brains, and Programs
	The modern world experiences a situation where the computer is seen to have similar characteristics with the human’s mind. A computer is said to use programs to do the things that the mind of a human being does. This means that the computer can answer questions about a given occurrence just like a human being. For instance, under the circumstances where the answer to a specific question as per human judgment is NO, the computer will also give NO as the answer given the details of the question and the circumstances that lead to such an answer. John Searle, however, uses the arguments of Roger Shank and colleagues to reinforce his position that a computer can never act in the capacity of a human’s mind. 
A distinction that Searle makes about the computer and humans is that a computer does not understand anything but relies on various symbols to offer meaning to a given story based on the details. Secondly, a computer cannot be used to explain human’s understanding since it does not understand anything. This leads to the idea that computer cannot be compared to the mind of humans since it operates through the manipulation of programs while the human’s mind acts by thinking. Searle adds that humans have beliefs that guide them in their mental work, a factor that enables them to deduce something that is not stated precisely within a story or evidenced in an occurrence.  
In explaining the computer’s lack of understanding, Searle introduces the idea of a robot that is manipulated by a computer to perform specific functions. In this sense, the computer is guided by specific instructions with the results being seen in the actions of the robot. If the computer had all the synapses and nerves that make up a human’s brain, then it could be said that the computer actually understands whatever it does.  
 Intentionality is another element used by Searle to distinguish a human’s mind from a computer. The operations of the human’s mind are not a result of manipulation but intention. For computer, however, a program linked to various symbols performs the target function without an understanding of what is happening or the outcome of the specific function. Intentionality is also linked to action, learning, and perception which are attributes that a computer lacks as they are part of the biological structure.
According to Searle, it is possible for a machine to think. However, by virtue of being a computer with programs installed in it, a machine cannot think or understand as it relies on the manipulation of symbols to function yet the outcome is the intention of the maker of the symbols involved and can only be interpreted by those makers. For instance, when one multiplies 2x2 and gets 4, all these manipulations are only understood by the one applying them. In some instances, an individual can tell when the computer offers wrong results and this becomes a challenge that can only be solved by humans and not the computer. The human mind is, however, dependent on the mental processes and occurrences that are a function of the brain through information processing.  
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First essay: Virtues in Engineering (Virtue of thoughts)
The ethical codes of the professional engineering bodies identify the responsibilities of the engineer. Of equal importance to the codes are the virtues which enable the engineer to fulfil these responsibilities. Therefore, if the proper purpose of engineering is the material well-being of all people, and if its basic societal role is the assessment, management, and communication of risk, then its moral virtues must be grounded accordingly.  One should try to develop good understanding of whatever they work on. Developing a good understanding will help us do the right thing without a second thought. Also good habits protect us by making good use of the human tendency to fall into consistent patterns of behavior. If you consciously develop a good understanding and habit, you are in effect training yourself to do the right thing. Engineers or people with virtue always succeed in their assignments because they have a good understanding of what’s at hand or in other words have a lot to offer their employers and people around them as they prevail in almost every discipline they go into so far they have a good approach/understanding.
This includes intellectual virtues which enable one to excel in his/her profession. Intellectual virtues are acquired over time through practice and experience. Someone might be born with good vision or hearing (mechanism), but no one is born with intellectual courage, open-mindedness, or perseverance. We gain these virtues also through instruction and practice from a professor as students, parents, guardians or mentor/supervisor at work places. Also they are aimed at cognitive goods (truth, knowledge, and understanding). This is what unifies the intellectual virtues and helps distinguish them from their more famous cousins, the moral virtues.  
Furthermore, people with good understanding, developed skills through practicing and gained experience excel in team works regardless of their environment. There is a saying that two (2) heads are better than one which is very true and take people with this capabilities afar. This is because if you put two skillful people or engineers together to work as a team on a project the results will always be greater than just one skillful guy working alone. From my personal experience I’ve worked with both sides; people who seem to know what’s going on and the others who do not. Those with no understanding luck the knowledge to deal and work with people so if you have him/her on your team. As a project manager you know that you are screwed. As a result those who find such people on their teams do not find it easy at all especially in the corporate world where time is an important factor. Companies with good supervision and strict production policies cannot keep people like for more than three (3) months because they are not productive unlike the virtuous ones who are ready to go. They excel on their own and also mixed together with people. In conclusion virtuous people know how to govern and present themselves which is a thing most companies look for while hiring so I encourage people to cultivate the habit of learning on their own from others and practicing even more to be the best at it.
Reply for First Essay
	I agree that an understanding of one’s responsibilities in engineering is important in helping one to do the right thing. Virtues also enable one to succeed in various undertakings as one does his or her best to adhere to the rules and principles specified in the work environment. To clarify on your point here, virtues do not necessarily mean that one understands what is required in a given context. However, a virtuous individual will always seek clarification in a bid to do what is right or required of him or her. 
	In connection to virtues and teamwork, I agree that a virtuous individual is more likely to succeed in teamwork than one who is not. This is particularly so because, a virtuous individual strives to act in accordance with the specified instructions and tries to put himself or herself at the level of other team members to ensure harmony and mutual understanding that is important in accomplishing the group goals.  
Second essay: Intelligent Design
Intelligent Design is the idea that the universe was creatively designed by a higher power, usually referred to as God. This theory argues that all things in the universe have a designer, and that designer can create complex systems. An example given in class was of the watch, famously articulated by philosopher William Paley. A mechanical watch has many different parts, and a very intelligent designer can create these parts. Once set in motion, these parts work together to create a highly sophisticated mechanical system that can keep track of time.  This theory is often used in conjunction with the watchmaker analogy. The watchmaker analogy is the idea that a higher power, like God, has created the universe, and set the various parts in motion. Then this watchmaker, a higher power, steps back and allows the universe to run itself. Therefore, an "intelligent designer imposes immutable laws on mechanically interdependent parts" (Estrada 2018).
Many of the philosophers who helped develop the theory of Intelligent Design did not necessarily view it as being opposed to science or scientific principles. They view a higher power as designing the universe to work based on various scientific forces, and this designer probably is thinking like a human. One way to describe this idea is that "The material universe resembles the intelligent productions of human beings in that it exhibits design" (Ken Himma). However, Intelligent design is often seen to be in conflict with evolution. Evolution explains how living things adapt to their environments over time. In philosophy circles, evolution is sometimes seen as supporting atheism (Intelligent Design vs Evolution). The "theory of evolution tells us that humans evolved from non-human life as the result of a natural process, one that was both gradual, happening over billions of years, and random" (Ker Than 2005).
Intelligent Design is a very fascinating concept. On the one hand, it is hard to believe that there is no higher power and that the universe has just always existed. Intelligent Design attempts to refute this idea by proposing that God has created the universe, and this also gives people a purpose, or telos as Aristotle might have called this. So, intelligent Design states that humans are designed for a higher purpose. In contrast, we say that evolution is about survival of the fittest. This means that in order to be considered to evolve, humans cannot also have a higher purpose. However, other philosophers argue that evolution has helped us develop the idea of a meaning of life, and become capable of abstract thoughts. Philosopher Barbara Forrest has stated "It's evolution that gives us the advanced nervous system we have so that we can interact with our environments at a highly conscious level". Philosophers who agree with this statement think "that it is because of evolution that we are capable of living meaningful lives" (Ker Than 2005).
Closely aligned with the argument for Intelligent Design is the simulation argument. The simulation argument states that the universe as we perceive it is a simulation, and everything that will happen will be determined by complex natural forces.
Intelligent Design does not necessarily have to be in conflict with evolution or the simulation argument. Evolution can explain how the advanced biological and physical systems that created the world were developed over millions of years of changes. Belief in an intelligent design could suggest that a higher power may have devised the universe, but then set the universe in motion. By setting the universe in motion, evolution occurred which allowed humans to develop and our evolutionary development helped give us larger brains that further enabled us to develop. The simulation argument can be compatible with Intelligent Design if we accept that the greater power that designed the universe is also the one currently powering it. In summary, Intelligent Design is an interesting theory but is effective in explaining how the universe works.
Reply for Second Essay
I agree with you on the points about intelligent design. It is an interesting theory that can enhance one’s understanding of the universe and how humans came to be. By relating the theory to creation, it emerges that the earth was designed intelligently by a superior being, a factor that can enable one perceive the possibility for the existence of God. As opposed to the theory of evolution, the intelligent design theory helps to explain why things are the way they are. It is because a higher power designed them to be so. 
I also agree with the points about evolution. Although founded on scientific arguments, it is hard to believe that a human can emanate from a non-human being. An additional point is that evolution is said to be a continuous process, a factor that leaves one with so many unanswered questions. As such, intelligent design is more of a credible theory than evolution as it helps one to understand the creation story in succinct terms.
