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Love is equal: How to make LBGT better communicate with society
LBGT rights in society have always faced mixed reactions around the world. People around the world differ in terms of their culture, beliefs, religion, and politics that influence LBGT issues. Historically, LBGTs around the world have faced widespread negativity and prejudice when attempting to communicate their identities to society. It is only in the recent decades that LBGTs have achieved numerous milestones in terms of gay rights and equality. In the U.S, gay rights have evolved to recognizing homosexual marriages as legal. In other countries, LBGTs are allowed to serve in the military without prejudice. Nevertheless, this is not the case around the world. In Asia, gay marriages are not legally recognized meaning that LBGTs cannot openly express their identities to society. The following paper aims at discussing how LBGTs in such regions can communicate effectively with society, thus driving acceptance and equality. The best and effective method for LBGTs communicate better with society is by community-level identity, persistent grassroots activism, media, and internet/technology to inspire and justify expression from LBGTs at the interpersonal and community-level. 
LBGT communities or individuals have faced increased negativity and prejudice all over the world. However, in some counties, there are laws recognizing gay marriages, gay rights, and their freedom of expression. Such countries include Netherlands, America, and Sweden, and Belgium. Most LBGT communities in these countries have had to struggle to communicate and achieve equal rights. Historically, LBGT communities have resulted to riots and violence among other ineffective methods to express their identities and fight for equality (Garretson 10). However, research has demonstrated that there are better ways that LBGT communities can use to communicate with society. Just as other advocacy groups such as women or minorities, the main issues are equality. 
Garretson suggests that community-level identity among LBGT communities has helped American LBGT communities in the last half century (13).  LBGT communities in Asia should follow such a model. From the community-level, LBGT individuals should establish identity-based community groups. This means forming community groups that are exclusively for LBGT individuals. Community-based groups that are identity specific help to enhance interactions within the community. This interaction is crucial for the LBGT community as well as the outside or the rest of the community. Society or a community involves interaction and social life is a process of communication. In the U.S, there are community-level groups that bring together LBGT individuals. These groups help to shape an image or overall message of solidarity as well as activism to the immediate communities (Carroll and Beth 100). In turn, this tends to encourage LBGTs to express themselves in the community-level. 
Community-level identity based groups can help to ensure LGBT visibility while increasing awareness. Whenever a group of people is gathered together, they can make a better impact than individuals can on their own. Moreover, the community-organizations are part of the public education and awareness (Garretson 45). Such groups should then focus on mobilizing LGBT populations to increase awareness on pertinent issues such as health and economic empowerment. One of the main challenges that LBGT groups or organizations face in Asia is legitimacy and support. The LBGT communities and groups should focus on developing legitimacy that can consequently lead to support (Garretson 65). In most countries, LBGT activism begins with legitimate groups that gain political, social, and economic support to drive their agenda, thus enhancing their social interaction as well as acceptance in society. 
Grassroots activism is one of main strategies that helped LBGTs in America and other parts of the world to communicate their gender and express their unique identity (Carroll and Beth 105). This activism has led to the national acceptance of LBGTs to the point of legalizing gay marriages. Grassroots activism enables mobilization of LBGT populations as well as other activists in advocating for equal rights. Chua and Timothy indicate that international donors or NGO dealing with LBGT rights are always keen on helping grassroots activism for social change (1600). However, a key challenge that exists is the ability of LBGT associations or groups to maintain their agendas. Established NGOs as well as LBGT communities should work together to spur grassroots activism that can advance their agendas through legal and institutional channels. For instance, LBGT activist groups and NGOs use legal and institutional channels such as lobbying as well as challenging LBGT issues through the judiciary (Carroll and Beth 110). Consequently, this organization and strategy makes big strides in enabling the LBGT community to communicate their interest politically and socially. Chua and Timothy recommend that local NGOs in Asia such as China and Singapore can help by forming grassroots communities to follow similar strategies (1601). Through such avenues the LBGT community can easily express their identity and communicate better with society. 
The media is also an influential communication channel that LBGT communities should utilize. Mass media is a highly effective tool in enabling and enhancing communication. This is based on a societal level where the masses are influence by what is aired of mass media. It is through this same process, that the Asian LBGT communities should use the media to enhance their communication. Firstly, people rely on the media for gratification. The media enables people to develop and express their personal identities. 
For instance, people can watch television or read a magazine to find models of their behaviors or beliefs. In this same way, whatever the media has to say about the LBGT population influences individuals whether gay or not. The media also plays the role of social interaction and integration. The media allows people to experience what others are undergoing in different circumstances or for different reasons. Therefore, LBGT communities should seek increased media coverage to share their experiences, beliefs, challenges, and agendas. Moreover, it can be a source of inspiration to LBGT individuals by relating to LBGT models on the media. Through the media, the LBGT communities can easily apply the agenda setting communication theory (Griffin 122).  By setting an agenda of equality and freedom of expression, they can easily realize legalization of gay marriages such as in the U.S. 
The LBGT community can also use technology or the internet to communicate better with the society. The internet is a resourceful communication tool within and outside LBGT populations. Most people find friends or even partners through online platforms (Encarnación 112). LBGT communities can also use the internet to relay positive attitudes and messages to society. The internet can connect users across counters, regions, and continents. This communication channels enables people to communicate in a discrete manner rather than face to face. Therefore, it provides a platform for exchanging ideas as well as increasing advocacy. Most LBGT communities can be found online. However, when online channels are integrated with community-level groups and grassroots activism, they can make lasting effects. Participation through such channels also encourages support from international and national LBGT rights and support groups (Encarnación 114). However, there are increased challenges in using the internet and technology such as cyber bullying. LBGT communities should always maintain a positive outlook on shaping their identity. Using technology to communicate and advocate for LBGT rights can be successful in allowing freedom of expression. LBGT organizations and community groups should always use this channel to communicate and mobilize grassroots activism. 
In conclusion, LBGTs should utilize community-level identity groups, grassroots activism, media and technology to communicate and effect social change. LBGTs should accept their identities and form identity based groups in the community level. These groups are effective in enhancing LBGT visibility and mobilization. Such associations can easily receive media coverage or organize activism rather than general groups. Standing out as LBGT groups creates better opportunities for communication and social change. These are also the foundations for legitimacy and social support. Such groups should work to becoming legitimate organizations with an ability to influence political, economic, and social resources. Again, LBGT communities must rely on grassroots activism that applies technology or the internet and attract media coverage. Media coverage inspires LBGT populations to express their identities and join in the same cause. The internet is also useful in exchanging ideas, education, awareness, and activism. Overall, communication is all about strategy and ensuring that the best method is applied to ensure the desired message is delivered. 
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