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Extinction
Throughout human history, extinction has been mostly fueled by human activity. A recent animal that has gone extinct in the last 20 years is the Pinta Giant Island Tortoise (Chelonoidis abingdonii). This tortoise was a occupied the habitant in Pinta Island found in the Galapagos Islands. A large body and ability to live survive without food or water for many years characterize the giant tortoise. However, the last known Pinta Giant Tortoise was a male named Lonesome George died in 2012 making it species extinct. Lonesome George was discovered in 1971 and held captive in a zoo where scientists tried to reproduce the species to no avail (Cayot, et al., 2016). Increased research has failed to find the same species in the Pinta Island and around the world. This means that there is no pure abingdonii species found anywhere in the world. 
The population of the Pinta tortoise was over 2000 in the 19th century, but reduced drastically due to human activity in the 20th century (Cayot, et al., 2016). The Pinta Island was in its original state as a normal habitat for the Pinta Tortoise until the 1950s. According to (Cayot et al., (2016) in 1959 fishermen released three goats in Pinta Islands as a way of getting meat for their long fishing trips. However, the goat population escalated to about 40,000 by 1970 decimating most of the vegetation and grass eaten by the Pinta tortoise. Again, in the 19th century, the Pinta tortoise became a major food source for mariners and whalers, eventually hunting them to extinction. 
As evidenced, the Pinta tortoise went extinct due to human activity. By the time conservation efforts were being established, the Pinta was already extinct. One of the main things that should have been done to protect the Pinta tortoise is legislation and regulation prohibiting the hunting and trade of the species. Moreover, the Pinta Island should have been restored to support the natural habitat of the Pinta tortoise before the 1970s (Cayot, et al., 2016). This includes eradicating the goat population that was not native to the island. Additionally, efforts should have been made to secure the species before it was extinct for captive breeding. The Pinta Island is a small habitant compared with what it has faced in regards to human activity, thus the sudden and rapid extinction of the Pinta tortoise. Overall, lack of these efforts led to the eventual extinction of the Pinta Tortoise. 
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