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Journal Reviewed: Karimu, Olusola O. "The Two Sides of Gun Legislation and Control Debate in United States of America." European Scientific Journal, ESJ 11.7 2015. Pp 400 – 414.
The journal seeks to address the gun control issue in the United States by paying particular attention to both the proponents and the opponents and the arguments they present. It also aims to expand the discussion on gun control and its relation to violent crimes and mass shootings in the US by reviewing previous empirical evidence or research from secondary sources. It is evident from the abstract that the authors perceive and believe that the strengthening of the Federal programs related to guns, background checks or the constriction of the current gun policies would reduce the number of gun-related crimes in the US. Overall, the journal is straightforward and easy to comprehend. Its structure, which is done chronologically, makes the journal easy to navigate, read and understand. This is attributed to the author’s arrangement of ideas which include an abstract to highlight the primary ideas in the essay, a brief introduction on the topic, the body which mostly entails the secondary data on the topic.
At the beginning of the article, the author highlights the issues such as mass shootings and gun violence as the main reasons that have necessitated gun control laws in the US. They are also the same crimes that have increased pressure on the relevant authorities to have laws that control such crimes appropriately. To support such claims as well as arguments in the introduction, the author acknowledges and refers to previous scholarly research and evidence. This helps strengthen the ideas throughout the essay and makes it easier for the readers to get insight on relevant material relating to gun control. 
From the contribution and originality section, it is also easy to infer what the essay is about and the main objective of the journal. The authors specifically highlight the primary issue and the findings from existing research as an approach to enable the readers to understand why the essays focus on both the proponents and opponents of the gun control debate. While numerous studies are included, the authors seem to pay particular attention to research and findings from FBI and the National Institute of Justice (Karimu 402).  This is a great concept as it gives the readers more understanding as to why the topic is of importance. It is also a nice approach to sync the concepts from the introduction towards the rest of the journal.
Based on the research topic, it is wise that the authors chose secondary data as their research methodology. As such information from newspapers, magazines, books, government documents, and scholarly journals are included to support the claims made by the author. The technique used to review the information from these sources is exploratory to provide the readers with an understanding of the issues involved in the gun ownership and gun control debate (Karimu 402). Even though qualitative data is mostly used throughout the journal, quantitative data in form of tables is also included to demonstrate the gun-related deaths since 1993. While this may strengthen the ideas in the journal, including more statistics relating to gun violence and mass shooting in relation to the reforms in gun control policies over the years would enhance the ideas presented even more. For instance, using comparative graphs to demonstrate the mass shootings or gun violence against gun control policies would enable readers to understand the gravity of the situation. The readers would resonate with this more especially if they are proponents for the constriction of gun control policies and laws.
Bearing in mind that the journal’s primary objective is to strengthen the gun control debate, the article’s literature review does an excellent job by acknowledging the claims from both the proponents and opponents of the gun control debate. However, what makes the literature review a good reference point for the entire article is that for every supporting claim from the proponents on gun control laws, the author presents an equally opposing claim from the opponents. From this, it is clear that the article fulfills the primary objective. Moreover, it is from the literature review that the readers can easily take a stand on which side to support since the evidence presented is quite convincing. The literature review also adds credibility to all the ideas presented and to the journal as a whole. However, concrete examples in line with the claims presented would enhance the journal. Also, the information on the reasons presented by the opponents is not detailed enough. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the journal is quite insightful on the debate of mass shootings and gun violence and their relation to the gun control debate. The ideas and relevant evidence are well presented in the journal which makes it an easy read and a significant reference point for the debate on gun control policies. It is also a scholarly journal that is really convincing for both the proponents and opponents of the gun control debate. However, I feel that some important aspects were overlooked in the journal. For instance, only a few examples were included in the article hence it may be difficult for some readers to comprehend some of the points presented in the article. Examples would help in the interpretation the claims presented. Moreover, the use of more quantitative data would have strengthened the journal.
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