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Introduction
The notion of biodiversity conservation and protection of native habitats is one that attracts attention in the education field as well in the public domain. Biodiversity is of concern as it embraces every living thing on earth and the natural habitats that enhance their well-being and stability. There are various institutional arrangements that involve the utilization of policies and strategic plans in conservation efforts and protection of native habitats. These institutional frameworks form the foundation of the commitment of various stakeholders concerned with biodiversity conservation and the undertakings associated with the same. This report embarks on the identification of key institutional arrangements and key stakeholders involved in the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and native habitats in Australia. A conceptual model that illustrates the relationship between the stakeholders and the institutional arrangements will also be constructed. The report will further discuss the challenges and opportunities in the biodiversity conservation endeavours in Australia and offer recommendations in alignment with the challenges.
Key Institutional Arrangements
Biodiversity preservation and enhancement entails activities that embark on ensuring the wellness of everything within a given region, including humans, animals, plants, and their habitats. Humans have a major role in biodiversity endeavors as they are the ones who are mostly involved in preservation as well as destruction activities. The idea of caring for the animals and plants and ensuring their well-being in their native habitats is at the core of preservation efforts (Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council of Australia, 2010). 
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act of 1999 (EPBC) acts as the foundation for the federal government’s efforts in biodiversity preservation activities. Through this act, the government embraces the role of everyone who lives in Australia and their contribution to biodiversity preservation effort. The act is a tool through which collaboration between governments at all levels, the community, landowners, and the native people are promoted. The act also promotes the use of traditional knowledge in preservation effort as deemed appropriate by the natives (Department of the Environment and Energy, undated). All the efforts made by the government, whether at the state or regional level are geared toward the actualisation of the benefits associated with the same, particularly in alignment with tourism (Green, 2014). 
A focus on New South Wales, one of the states in Australia, provides insights into the planning and strategisation of biodiversity preservation efforts. The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act of 1979 (EPAA) is one of the policies through which the biodiversity preservation stipulations are executed. This act promotes the protection and utilization of the environment to the best interest of all: emphasizes the protection and preservation of trees and other vegetation; and also the protection of native animals, plants and other organisms in their natural habitats (Mooney, Kelly & Farrier, 2007). This act is helpful to the local government in planning for land use, funding conservation efforts, initiating land use mechanisms, and planning for education programs (Mooney et al., 2007). 
The Threatened Species Conservation Act of 1995 is another plan that aids in biodiversity conservation measures by considering the well-being of endangered species. According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), species in Australia are faced with various threats, which include fires that destroy natural habitats, predators, land degradation, illegal trade and wildlife poaching, and global warming (WWF, 2018). This argument is reinforced by the International Monetary Fund (2013) which posits that these threats affect the sustenance of Australia biodiversity despite the country’s high ranking in biodiversity richness. It is for this reason that the government cannot succeed alone without seeking partnerships and the collaboration of the other stakeholders, such as the Non-Governmental Organizations, industrial sector, community members, and the international players.  
Stakeholders involved in the Preservation and Enhancement of Biodiversity
The biodiversity conservation endeavor requires the involvement and engagement of various stakeholders though this involvement does not always guarantee success (Young et al., 2013). Trust among the stakeholders is one attribute that may yield success in conservation engagements. There are some stakeholders without who such undertakings cannot proceed and these are identified as key stakeholders (Sterling et al, 2017). In alignment with the Office of the Environment and Heritage of the New South Wales (NSW), the key stakeholders involved in the biodiversity preservation include the following: 
	Government Sector
	Private Sector
	Community Sector

	Department of Premier and Cabinet, Department of Primary Industries, Environment Protection Authority, Local Government NSW, Natural Resources Commission, National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council, Biodiversity Conservation Trust (Office of Environment and Heritage, 2018)
	Humane Society International, The Wilderness Society, NSW Forest Products Association, Nature Conservation Trust of NSW (Office of Environment and Heritage, 2018), Landcare Australia, Greening Australia, Conservation Volunteers Australia, World Wildlife Fund, Bush Heritage Australia, Australian Wildlife Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, The Wilderness Society, and Wetland Care Australia (Freudenberger, 2014), among others.   

	Farmers
Landowners

	
	
	


Source: Office of environment and Heritage, Australian Government
The Biodiversity Conservation Trust (BCT) was founded under the Biodiversity Conservation Act of 2016 whose main aim is to ensure the protection of biodiversity. BCT’s work is to execute government’s plan in private land by fostering the participation of landowners in voluntary land preservation agreements. BCT also provides monetary support to those willing to participate in conservation activities of private lands (Office of Environment and Heritage, 2018).   
The Department of Primary Industries NSW operates to promote agriculture, aquaculture, biosecurity, fisheries, and forestry. It is guided by various acts, such as Agricultural Industry Services Act of 1998, Biological Control Act of 1985, Fisheries Management Act of 1994, Forestry Act of 1916, and Fisheries Act of 1935, among others (NSW Government, 2018) 
The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) is another important stakeholder in the government sector which was founded under the NRC Act of 2003 and is concerned with the efficient use and conservation of resources for sustainable development (NSW Government, 2018).
Within the community sector, the main stakeholders in biodiversity conservation endeavours are the farmers. However, this category of stakeholders is unique as it contributes more to the eradication of biodiversity than enhancement. The activities of farmers which are geared toward self-interest culminate into the destruction of the natural habitats through forest clearing in search of cultivation space. Farmers have also contributed largely to land degradation through the removal of vegetative cover in the course of expanding their lands (Carthew, 2012).
Landowners form another category of stakeholders as some of them offer their lands for biodiversity purposes, such as the protection of endangered species. These work in collaboration with Biodiversity Conservation Trust while guided by the Biodiversity Conservation Act of 2016 to ensure the success of biodiversity undertakings (NSW Government, 2018).  
The private sector plays a prominent role in biodiversity undertakings and are usually overlooked and their commitment underestimated (Freudenberg, 2014). In partnership with the government, these organizations engage with the community in the groundwork and implement various plans that actualise biodiversity conservation undertakings. The government offers monetary support to most of the organisations that show commitment in biodiversity conservation but the same are required to submit a report in alignment with the strategies they execute (Freudenberg, 2014). A major role of NGOs is to create awareness among the community members and other stakeholders about the need for conservation. They also influence the actions and policies of local governments by determining the priorities in conservation undertakings based on the urgency of various issues (Romero-Brito et al., 2016). In this sense, the private sector can be said to be at the core of biodiversity endeavors where it collaborates with the government and community to implement various policies and plans that enhance biodiversity.     
Conceptual Model
Federal Government


Environment Planning and Protection Act 1979
-Meaningful use of the environment 
-Protection and Preservation of trees
-Protection of native animals, plants and other micro-organisms


Local Government

State Government

Regional Government

Department of Primary Industries
-Forestry Act of 1916
-Biological Control Act 1985
-Fisheries Act 1935
-Fisheries Management Act 1994
-Agricultural Industry Services Act 1998


Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016
Environment and Biodiversity Conservation Act  1999


Biodiversity Conservation Trust
-Funding private land owners to engage in biodiversity endeavours
-Fostering participation of private land holders in biodiversity conservation

Threatened Species Conservation Act of 1995




-World Wildlife Fund
-National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council





From this model, policies are made at the federal government level and passed down to the local, state and regional governments who then come up with plans that enable the execution at the grass roots. The Environment and Biodiversity Conservation Act of 1999 enabled the development of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 under which the Biodiversity Conservation Trust works. The latter offers monetary support to landowners and landholders to enable their participation in biodiversity conservation undertakings (Office of Environment and Heritage, 2018).  
The local government implements the Environment Planning and Protection Act of 1979 which embarks on the meaningful use of the environment, protection and preservation of trees and other kinds of vegetation as well as the protection of native animals, plants and other micro-organisms (Mooney et al., 2007).
The state government through the Department of Primary industries implements various acts in alignment with biodiversity conservation. The Forestry Act of 1916, for instance, embarks on the well-being of forests as natural habitats for wild animals and various organisms. 
Institutional Challenges and Opportunities
A major challenge in the biodiversity conservation endeavors is that humans continue being a threat to the biodiversity which they are supposed to protect (Hunde, 2007). Forests are being cleared to offer land for settlement yet these are the areas which the government, in partnership with the private sector and community constituents, tries to protect for the sake of wild animals and endangered species (Richie, et al., 2017). Farmers who are part of the community sector key stakeholders are also striving to find extra cultivation land and this further necessitates the clearance of forests leading to land degradation and destruction of natural habitats (Carthew, 2012). 
Human activities have also led to the concentration of green gas emissions in the atmosphere. Deforestation increases temperatures at a high rate and this leads to the immigration of birds and other animals that cannot adapt to the high temperature (Cowie, 2007). The implication is that there may come a time when the natural habitats of wild animals and birds would be no more and this would increase the rate with which extinction of the Australian biodiversity is experienced.  
The engagement of community members in the biodiversity endeavours offers an opportunity to enhance efforts by the government and other key stakeholders in biodiversity conservation. This is in consideration that the community is the primary stakeholder as most activities that threaten or boost biodiversity emerge from its members (Watson et al., 2016).
Recommendations
Climatic change is a major determinant of whether Australia’s biodiversity richness will continue into the future. The government should, therefore, embark on measures that will prevent major offenses to the climate, such as harmful gas emissions (Booth, 2012). The idea of environmental conservation is of importance here and this calls upon the local government to ensure the implementation of the Environment Planning and Protection Act of 1979 in the most efficient way.
 	Community development should be a strategy that the Australian Government should reinforce as a way of ensuring success in campaigns aimed at sensitising community members to be part of biodiversity efforts. This includes provision of timely information, skills, support, and contacts to ensure individuals’ engagement and control of issues in their regions (Department of Environment and Conservation NSW, 2006). 
In alignment with acquisition of protected areas for farming, mining or any other human interests, strict laws need to be established to deal with such offences as they are a threat to biodiversity (NSW Environmental Trust, 2015). 
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