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In 2010, President Obama assented to the Affordable Care Act bill to become law (Borelli, Bujanda, & Maier, 2016). The policy’s objective is to offer the United States inclusive reform in health. The ACA, as the Affordable Care Act is commonly known, majorly involves the implementation of insurance reforms that enhance the affordability and accessibility of health insurance to nearly all citizens. The U.S. has had challenges in its health system, whereby a significant number of its residents could not access health insurance, particularly due to the costs involved (Adepoju, Preston, & Gonzales, 2015). However, the ACA is intended to ensure that the population of those individuals capable of accessing health is increased, without being restricted by their incomes. After the implementation of the ACA, the lives of many Americans have been positively impacted because of health care insurance. Since its implementation, the number of uninsured residents dropped to 9.1 percent in 2015 from 43 percent in 2010 (Obama, 2016). This is a great improvement and exhibits the impact of the policy on the health of the citizens. Whereas the number of uninsured residents seems to have improved, there is still a significant number who cannot benefit from the ACA even if they wished. This predicament is based on the observation that some states have decided not to expand the Medicaid. 
Problem statement
When the ACA was implemented in 2010, the objective, as previously mentioned, was to ensure the health challenges in the U.S. were reduced by allowing more people to access healthcare insurance (Adepoju, Preston, & Gonzales, 2015). However, many states have decided not to expand the eligibility of Medicaid contrary to the outlines of the ACA. The decision by some states not to expand Medicaid eligibility leaves many uninsured people without insurance coverage (Deruelle, 2017). It can be observed that in the states that have not expanded Medicaid eligibility, parents’ median income limit is only 43 percent of poverty, which is an equivalent of $8,935 in yearly income for a family of three members in 2018 (Garfield, Damico, & Orgera, 2018). Additionally, in all these states that are yet to expand, adults without children are considered ineligible. Moreover, the ACA had envisioned low-income persons accessing Medicaid coverage, but it fails to provide financial assistance to persons below the acknowledged poverty percentage level for alternative coverage options. Thus, the income levels of a significant number of adults in these states are above the limits of Medicaid eligibility, but below the Marketplace premium tax credits’ lower limit (Borelli, Bujanda, & Maier, 2016). This means that those adults whose poverty levels disqualify them from accessing tax credits, but they still cannot get Medicaid insurance because their states are yet to expand. It is worth noting that 17 states still had not yet expanded the health care programs by June 2018 (Garfield, Damico, & Orgera, 2018). It can be observed that this group of people cannot access Medicaid, not because they are unwilling, but because their states have decided not to expand. 
Issues
Examples of issues associated with the problem include judicial decisions and political inaction. 
Judicial decisions: Whereas the Supreme Court in the United States rules that it was constitutional for citizens to have a minimum health care insurance coverage, it also made it optional for states to expand. This ruling can, thus, explain the observation that 17 States are yet to expand, and this leaves a significant number of families without insurance based on their country’s decision (Garfield, Damico, & Orgera, 2018). 
Political Inaction: This is the political leaders’ inability to motivate other leaders to evaluate the impact of the decision to make it optional. Findings can indicate that a significant number of individuals cannot get insurance even though they qualify because their states’ inability to expand (Garfield, Damico, & Orgera, 2018). From 2012, it would have been possible to evaluate the impact of the decision based on the number of individuals who qualify for Medicaid but cannot benefit because their states’ decision not to expand. 
Solutions
Since the major reason affecting Medicaid is initiated by the judicial decision to make it optional for states to expand, a legal approach may also have to be employed. One of the solutions may be through a referendum to allow citizens to decide. Based on the observation that a significant number of eligible individuals cannot access Medicaid because of their states have decided against expanding as opined by Garfield, Damico, & Orgera (2018), it would be necessary to give the citizens the opportunity to decide through a referendum. 
Additionally, political leaders in conjunction with the health ministry need to create awareness about the impact of the court’s decision based on the number of eligible people, who cannot access Medicaid due to their states’ decision. If the health insurance gap is to be reduced, all people must be given an opportunity to access health insurance. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, it can be observed that the ACA plays a significant role in enhancing access to health insurance. After its implementation, there has been a significant change in the number of people who could access health insurance. However, a significant number of individuals, particularly those in the prescribed poverty levels, cannot access health insurance coverage due to their states inability to expand. It would be important to seek a legal approach to the issues because it was founded on a legal platform.
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