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Ethnic Community and Conflict associated with Political Struggles
Question: According to Hutchinson and Smith (1996), “ethnic community and identity are often associated with conflict, and more particularly political struggles (p.3).” Discuss.
Hutchinson and Smith (1996) document ethnicity as being a recent phenomenon though the concepts linked to it, such as group solidarity, kinship, and common culture are ancient. Ethnic communities have been present in every era and continent and have had a prominently important role in societies. They have always been considered as fundamental as they are at the core of building communities and enhancing human coexistence (Hutchinson & Smith, 1996). Common ethnicity has for long been considered as being at the core of individual’s identity. Despite the connection between ethnic community and identity, there are conflicts inherent in the same and which are founded on political struggles in various globals regions (Hutchinson & Smith, 1996). This essay focuses on conflict inherent in political struggles in alignment with ethnic community and identity in the context of Aotearoa, New Zealand.  
Aotearoa: An Overview  
Aotearoa is used in the Maori Language to mean New Zealand. Initially it was used in reference to the North Island but it was changed to refer to the entire nation in the 19th Century (The Telegraph, 2009). Although the original meaning is still unknown, there have been attempts to give the name a meaning with which the Maori people can identify. The most common meaning is “The Land of the Long White Cloud” (The Telegraph, 2009, para.2). This means that thinking about Aotearoa as an ethnic community involves a consideration of all the ethnic groups that make up New Zealand.  
 Ethnicity and conflict
Spoonley (1993) defines ethnicity as a term encompassing the identity of various groups of people who share a cultural experience. An ethnic group is a collectivity of individuals within the large society and who link their origin to a common ancestry and also share memories of a historical past and focus on cultural symbolic elements that are at the core of their identity. In this sense, ethnicity is an aspect through which a group of individuals derive their identity and which is founded on shared cultural and historical aspects that reinforce their unity and social cohesiveness in various situations. Spoonley (1993)argues that cultural practices or norms are among the aspects that distinguish an ethnic group from another. As Hutchinson and Smith (1996) suggest, different ethnic groups are cooperative and peaceful but ethnicity and identity are conflicting, particularly when political struggles mediate the interconnections between those within a given territory. This can also be inferred from the argument by Spoonley (1993) ethnicity and its association with politics gained prominence as a response to the use of cultural identity in political struggles. Conflict is, however, founded on the presence of more than one ethnic group within a given territory (Hutchinson & Smith, 1996). As such, there are rare cases where conflicts based on political struggles would emerge between people belonging to the same ethnic group. In this light, conflicts linked to ethnicity find meaning where there are political struggles between two or more ethnic groups with each trying to depict strength over the other or seeking to belong to a specific territory.
To comprehend the conflicts inherent in issue of ethnicity, Spoonley (1993) narrates that ethnicity is a term that came after race with an aim to reject the notions of colonialism and segregation. There was a change in the way citizens of various oppressed nations viewed themselves after the 1950s and 1960s, a time when most of the oppressed nations gained their independence. This yielded an ethnic revolution that was characterised with resistance to imperialism and oppression, particularly for women and the blacks (Spoonley, 1993). With independence came a new era where the citizens of the newly created independent states would no longer accept oppression or injustice. As reported by the Office of the Historian, Bureau of Public Affairs, United States Department of State (n.d.), there were about 36 nations that were granted independence in the 1950s and 1960s in Asia and Africa. The distinction between a free and enslaved individual was not only evident in these nations but also in the international forums. This can be inferred from the change experienced with the United Nations where the representation of Asia and African nations rose from 12 toward the end of World War II to 57 in 1964 (Spoonley, 1993). This independence had to be felt by everyone, particularly the colonisers. There was, therefore, the emergence of writers who combined efforts with various social movements to promote anti-colonial and anti-racism agenda. Social movements used activist activities to push for various demands while promoting the content of the emergent writers whose main focus was anticolonialism (Spoonley, 1993). This resistance was historic and has been evidenced in various contexts across the globe where some ethnic groups seek recognition by others within a similar territory. Hutchinson and Smith (1996) use the term ethnicism to refer to the use of resistance and protests against an oppressor or exploitative outsider. In this light, it is worth noting that anyone who is not a member of the ethnic group involved in the protests is an outsider. 
From a global perspective, countries that were pioneers in industrialisation anticipated a situation where outsiders would probably reject their ethnicity to adopt an identity that aligned with their new environment of economic progress (Spoonley, 1993). New Zealand, Australia, Canada, and the United States were among the nations that expected migrant groups to develop a new identity in connection to the nationalism of their settlement. Instead, there was reinforcement of one’s traditional identity which was associated with the oppressive experiences of the past. There was no way that these people would forget where they had come from despite the prosperity linked to industrialisation and other development in their lands of settlement (Spoonley, 1993). This happens to be one kind of political struggle where the inhabitants of a given nation anticipate a situation where outsiders will perceive their culture as superior. On the other hand, there is a tendency for an ethnic group to perceive superiority in the elements of its culture rather than in those of others who do not share any aspect. As such, immigrants have always perceived their culture as desirable and superior even in situations where the land of settlement favours them more than their nations of origin. 
Hutchinson and Smith (1996) use the term ethnocentrism to refer to the individual- and interpersonal level interactions in which a stranger is despised. This is an aspect of political struggles and which yields conflict, particularly because every individual desires attention within a specific context where interactions must take place. Ethnocentrism may also involve depictions of uniqueness or virtues of an ethnic group in relation to other ethnic groups within a given context. A major aspect in ethnocentrism, however, is that it involves the exaltation of once ethnic group and may, therefore, include aspects that despise other ethnic groups of comparison. Bizumic (2014) associates ethnocentrism with centrality where an ethnic group views itself as the most superior and judges itself as better than any other group in existence or that will ever exist. Following this definition, it is evident that ethnocentrism does not offer an opportunity to appreciate any other group rather than one’s own (Bizumic, 2014). It is for this reason that political struggles define a nation as belonging to a certain group, the natives, while others are outsiders. Amidst these struggles is the idea by outsiders to be recognised as part of the nation as has been the case with African-American who have experienced racial segregation in America since time immemorial. Spoonley (1993) argues that ethnicity is viewed as a viable strategy through which to mobilise individuals for a political purpose. In this sense, African-Americans formed ethnic groups in America which included symbolic practices inherent in the food they ate, as well as their religious and musical engagements which integrated both the African and American way of life.  
Ethnicity, Political Struggles, and Conflict in New Zealand
There is no one nation in the world that can be highlighted as being free from political struggles, particularly in the contemporary context where cultural diversity is inevitable. New Zealand is a nation with various ethnic groups and each tries to seek belongingness as a prerequisite for contributing to the betterment of the nation. As highlighted in the above example where industrialisation yielded expectations for immigrants to identify with their land of settlement, New Zealand was among the nations that had such expectations (Spoonley, 1993). 
The Maori were the original inhabitants of New Zealand. However, they form the largest group among minority groups in the contemporary context. Actually, Te Reo, the name given to the Maori language is an official language in New Zealand (New Zealand Now [NZN], 2018). Again, the name Aotearoa for New Zealand has its origin in Maori Language. The majority of people in New Zealand are of European descent. According to the census of 2013, the population of New Zealand was estimated at 4.69 million (NZ Stats, 2016). 74% of this population attributed their origin to Europe. 14.9 % were Maori and were the majority among the minority groups. 11.8% and 7.4% were Asians and Pacific Islanders respectively (NZ Stats, 2016). 
Based on the results of various census engagements, most of the conflicts connected to ethnicity and which have the element of political struggle are evidenced between the European settlers who are the majority, and the Maori who are the indigenous. During the 1971 and 1975 census in New Zealand, the issue of ethnic origin was prominent (Cormack, 2010). The first colonial census which had taken place in 1851 and every three years up to 1874 had excluded Maori and they were enumerated differently from the settler groups. There was a counting of the Maori people in 1857 to 1858 and which was necessitated as a provision of the passage of the 1867 Franchise Act which had demanded the representation of Maori people in parliament (Cormack, 2010). There were also instances in the colonial times when there were categorisations of the natives as either half-castes of full-blood as determined by whether an individual of Maori descent lived in within a tribe or as part of European community. This was a reflection of an interest in assimilation the Maori in a bid to change their identity (Cormack, 2010). In this instance, an individual was Maori if he or she had 50% and above of Maori. One was classified as European if the blood content was less that 50% Maori. This caused tensions about intermarriages and intermixing. 
With the emergence of ethnic origin as an aspect of inclusion in the census of 1975, the Maori Affairs Amendment Act was passed in 1974 defining Maori as anyone with Maori descent rather than the 50% and above blood prerequisite fixed by the colonial settlers (Cormack, 2010). In this light, the political struggles yielded various kinds of conflict with the Maori trying to seek recognition of their nativeness by the colonisers. The latter, however, sought to dominate New Zealand and assimilate the Maori so that they could then claim ownership of the nation. Although Maori thrived as a distinct ethnic group and which is still strong in the contemporary times, conflict inherent in their status as the indigenous people are still prominent despite the dominance of the Europeans as a majority group. The 1960s saw the formation of the Maori Protest Movement which has been at the core of Maori resistance to oppression and colonisation. With this movement, the Maori have managed to secure back their grabbed lands from Europeans and also pushing for the recognition of the Maori language as official in New Zealand (Hill, 2009). This is a major depiction of the accomplishment of the cooperation inherent in an ethnic group with individuals gaining power from the experiences of the past and striving to make better the future.
Conclusion 
The Maori are not different from other ethnic groups documented in world history as their struggles yielded commitment to fighting the adversities that would eradicate their existence. By succeeding in officiating the Maori as a national language, it will always be evident that the Maori were the original inhabitants of New Zealand, a history that can never change irrespective of conflicts that emerge today or in the future in alignment with political struggles with the dominant group.
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