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Enforcement and Effect of Jones Act 1920
The Merchant Marine Act of 1920, also referred to as the Jones Act, is one of the controversial legislations in the United States. The controversy is yielded by the criticisms emanating from some Congress members and the public in the face of support of the such laws by others who support the act. There have been calls for its repeal under various circumstances amidst arguments that it has failed in the purpose that motivated its creation and implementation. This report presents a case for repealing the Jones Act, or parts of it, to meet the standards anticipated by various stakeholders in enhancing national security as initially targeted when this act was introduced.
Background 
The Jones Act (JA) is a legislation that was enacted in 1920 in a bid to enhance national security and commerce involving the US, domestically and internationally (Gregg, 1921). In alignment with security, the Jones Act becomes the legislation of reference in the provision of auxiliary support for naval activities and the military in times of war or emergencies. In this light, the Jones Act offers guidelines about the operations of ships within the US ports. It states that only a ship bearing the flag of the US should move cargo or passengers from one US port to another. Again, the ship should be owned by a citizen of the US, built in the US, operated by employees who are from the US, and documented in the US laws (Beason et al., 2015). JA also requires that crew members who operate without licenses must be US citizens, legal permanent residents in the US, or foreign students registered with the US Merchant Marine Academy.
The Need for Repeal
JA has opponents and proponents, a factor that yields controversy as each side has its argument to justify the continuity or elimination of the legislation. In this sense, repealing the act to fit the benefits anticipated and perceived by the citizens may help in addressing the differences on both sides of the continuum. One of the factors that may necessitate a repeal of the act is that there is no variety from which the consumers can choose. This hampers the quality of service offered and also increases the risks rather than reinforcing security, the purpose on which the JA was founded. Grennes (2017) argues that JA has failed as the American vessels are so expensive, replacing one is burdensome. As such, the vessels used in America are older than the foreign-owned and this is one of the factors considered in an accident whereby a ship sailing from Jacksonville to Puerto Rico sank and all the 33 crew individuals died. Arguments ensued with one of the statement claiming that the technology used in building modern ship could have enabled successful propulsion and saved the crew from death. The ship, named El Faro (Grennes, 2017) was 40 years old while a foreign-owned ship of the same type is nine years old. The high cost of buying a new ship, coupled with the lack of competition (Gius, 2013; ), makes it difficult for a ship owner to replace old ones. If the foreign-owned ship were included in the fleet, then competition would ensue and this would translate into quality service which at times necessitates the replacement of old vessels or frequent servicing of the vessel.
Another factor of consideration in repealing the act is that it affects regions unfairly as there are those targeted while others are excluded. In this light, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Alaska have been in the limelight as bearing the burden of the act despite arguments that the legislation was enacted for the sake of national security. Arguments, therefore, emanate from the need to subsidize the effects of the act to ensure that every state has a share of the burden since security is a prerequisite for every individual and not some (McMahon, 2018).    
Counterargument
Just like the enactment of the JA raises controversy, repealing it is even more controversial than having it remain as it is. Competition may be a prerequisite for quality service to the consumer but it comes with implications for the environment and employment. Again, the incorporation of foreign vessels is not a guarantee that the cost of shipping goods would be lower than the charges of the American fleet since the foreigners will also be affected by the costs of operating within the US as stipulated by the law (Beason et al., 2015: Frittelli, 2003). In fact, the cost of running a foreign-owned vessel may be higher than for an American vessel and this would mean no benefits to the consumers as may be anticipated. Again, Grennes (2017) argues that the costs of JA are equally spread and every American contributes approximately £5.50 annually and this very little for some people to notice or find reason to lobby against the act. 
Recommendations
It is hard to repeal JA based on the controversial arguments emanating from the opponents and proponents. One issue of concern, however, is the replacement of old vessels which are posing risks against the purpose of security which necessitated the enactment of JA (Grennes, 2017; Frittelli, 2003). Policymakers should, therefore, devise ways of dealing with the huge costs of buying new vessels, a factor that has seen the American vessels being rated as extremely old as compared to foreign ones. 
Conclusion 
JA was created with the purpose of enhancing commerce and security within the US borders. There is controversy in repealing the act as opponents and proponents engage in heated debates in alignment with issues of costs to the consumers and threats to security. Competition is cited as one of the factors that could necessitate repeal. This is, however countered by the notions of the risks to the national security as well as loss of jobs for the Americans. The idea of replacing old vessels emerges prominently as one that would necessitate repeal to ensure enhanced security and the competitiveness of the American vessels. This leaves policy makers with a task of addressing the huge costs of vessel as a way forward.   
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