Topic 4 DQ 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]The standards of practice guidelines are significant in patient care as they establish competent care. The standards of practice developed by the American Nurses' Association (ANA) provide guidelines for nursing performance from a legal and ethical perspective to achieve the desired and attainable level of performance (Brunt & Russell, 2022). The ANA’s standard of practice constitutes three components, including the professional standards of care that define the diagnostic, intervention, and evaluation competencies (Brunt & Russell, 2022). The second component is the professional performance standards identifying the role functions in direct care, consultation, and quality assurance. Last is the specialty practice guidelines, which are the care protocols for specific populations. 
In the United States, American Nurses Association (ANA) is responsible for developing the nursing standards of practice. In developing and revising the nursing standards of practice, the process incorporates six questions, including who, what, where, when, why, and how, that all facilitate designing the nursing standards of practice within the three aforementioned components. The Who question enables the classification of the nurses, the professional organization, and nursing education (Brunt & Russell, 2022). The what question aims to establish the nurses' unique impact, while the where question concerns an understanding of nursing specialty practice. The when question is focused on establishing the nursing specialty, while the why question is aimed at determining the need to fill a gap in the nursing specialty. Lastly is the how question that is focused on the process of preparing competent nursing specialists. 
Different entities are involved in developing the nursing standards of practice in the state of Maryland. The primary entity involved in developing and revising the nursing standards of practice in the state of Maryland is the Maryland Board of Nursing (MBON). The MBON develops the standards by establishing an expert committee that reviews the nursing scope of their curricula and recommends changes to the course and other aspects covered within the nursing standards of practice (Persaud, 2021). The MBON further submits the developed or revised standards of practice to the American Nursing Association for review and approval (Persaud, 2021). The Maryland Nurse Practice Act (NPA) is another entity involved in developing the nursing standards of practice in Maryland. The NPA provides the Code of Maryland Regulations that determines the legal scope of practice (Persaud, 2021). While the NPA develops the scopes, the MBON designs appropriate curricula that meet the scope and practice requirements. 
The standards of practice significantly impact the nursing process for all the nurses working in diverse clinical settings. The standards of practice offer guideline protocols and expectations for practicing nurses, facilitating the provision of the highest quality care services (Gomez et al., 2017). From the patient assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and evaluation of treatment modalities, nurses are expected to strictly adhere to the standards of practice, as they protect the patient from any possible harm. 
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