[bookmark: _GoBack]How do you define failure? 
Before reading through Hughes's notions of failure, I would define failure as an unsuccessful attempt at an action. However, now I define failure as a learning tool that helps people deal with the consequences of their actions and drive them to be better at a particular thing or task.[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Hughes, Joanna [2017], 10, 2.] 

In what ways, can facing one\'s fear of failure by taking risks, specifically in writing and learning opportunities, build character and new skills?
As a student, the writing process is a practice that discourages students from handling assignments as they feel they are likely to fail. Writing emphasizes grammar, punctuation, phrasing, and choice of words, which differ from person to person due to native language influences. LaBrie explains that unpublished author is most discouraged since they receive a flow of depressing words and rejections about their writings.[footnoteRef:2]. As such, the writing process is often painful, and the fear of failure makes it worse. [2:  Labrie, Sarah [2019], 16, 3.] 

Despite this, writers can face their fears by looking past their failures as a stepping stone to learning what cannot work and devising other strategies to correct their mistakes[footnoteRef:3]. Additionally, understanding that everyone struggles with failure and that it is necessary to ensure a successful learning process motivates learners to invent new strategies to make a learning process successful. Formulating new strategies enhances critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and creativity, which are essential in tackling daily challenges.[footnoteRef:4]. Therefore, instead of focusing on condescending comments, society should tell learners in writers the truth about the writing process; it is difficult and painful. They should also know that the pain and discouragement are part of the writing and should not prevent them from improving. [3:  Hughes, 10, 4 ]  [4:  Labrie, 16, 11] 
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