Week 6 Discussion
The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) is a non-profit organization with members including the nursing regulatory bodies in the 50 states,  the District of Columbia, and four U.S. territories (NCSBN, 2022). The mission of this organization is empowering and supporting nursing regulators in their mandate of protecting the public, while their vision is leading regulatory excellence worldwide (NCSBN, 2022). The NCSBN is composed of state boards of nursing who are charged with regulating, overseeing, and enforcing nursing practice throughout a jurisdiction as provided by the state’s nurse practice act. In achieving their mission, vision, and goals, the NCSBN  provides a platform for the regulatory bodies o act and counsel together on matters of common interests and concern affecting public health, safety, and welfare (NCSBN, 2022). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The NCSBN is part of the nursing regulatory bodies that protect the public’s health and welfare by assuring that safe and competent nursing care is provided by licensed nurses (NCSBN, 2022). In ensuring the provision of competent nursing care, the NCSBN monitors the licensure exam to ensure that they align with the current practice. The NCSBN also provides accreditation and approval services and monitors and sanctions nursing programs through statutory authority (NCSBN, 2022). The NCSBN also facilitates communication among the different state boards of nursing that facilitates the discussion of creative and visionary ways of regulating nursing programs. The approval is carried out somewhat differently by the 60 board since nursing regulation is state-based. 
The Maryland board of nursing is charged with preserving the field of nursing by advancing safe, quality care in Maryland through licensure, certification, education, and accountability for public protection (Maryland Board of Nursing, n.d.). The Maryland board of nursing serves as the regulatory oversight of the practice of nursing in the state and operates under the Maryland Nurse Practice Act. The Board is mandated to regulate the practice of Registered Nurses (RNs), Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs), Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs), Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs), Certified Medication Technicians (CMTs), Certified Dialysis Technicians (DTs), Licensed Electrologists (LEs), Licensed Direct Entry Midwives (DEMs), and Licensed Certified Midwives (CMs) (Maryland Board of Nursing, n.d.). 
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