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 Upon completing a BSN degree, a nurse can enroll for an advanced degree (MSN) that offers the opportunity of specialized practice with the population of interest, including mental health practice. I have decided to enroll for a BSN as it will enable me to effectively care for different patient populations in an empathetic, compassionate, and caring manner. There are numerous benefits that I will enjoy following the completion of this program, including having a higher earning potential and having improved knowledge and skills, effective for providing better patient care services. Additionally, I have always aspired to work in a healthcare environment where I have much flexibility and am in a position to provide improved quality of care to patients with different health needs. In completing this degree, I will have the chance to enroll for a graduate degree that will enable me to provide high-quality, evidence-based patient care within the desired specialization. However, I have a few concerns about completing this program. Considering that I have never pursued an online course, I have concerns about whether I will efficiently navigate the online learning environment. I can effectively access all the required resources, besides completing the discussions and assignments on time. Besides, I am concerned about whether I can harmoniously balance education, personal life, and work without these crucial parts of my life ragging behind. 
Based on the class reading, successful students' characteristics include effective time management, studying smart, asking for help where required, implanting strategies of enhancing focus, making realistic goals, being proactive, and rewarding themselves (Murphy). Some of the strategies I plan on implementing include effective time management, which will be vital in promoting the achievement of goals linked to my education, work, and personal life. Setting SMART goals, maintaining focus, studying smart, and asking for help are essential strategies I will implement, as they will play a significant role in effectively completing this program. Implementing these strategies, besides utilizing the GCU online and other research materials will be significant in successfully attaining my BSN degree.
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