Topic 2 DQ 2
The general public view of nursing is diverse based on past experiences, among other influencing factors. On one side, the general public perceives the nursing profession highly and wouldn't hesitate to recommend their loved ones join this noble profession. These individuals believe that nursing is a noble profession that involves high levels of selflessness and that nurse's primary role is providing safe and quality care without any form of discrimination. However, a portion of the general public has a poor perception of the nursing profession and thus has a high stereotype against this profession. These individuals believe that the nursing profession is hard, powerless, and lacks the autonomy of practice as in other forms of practice, and thus consider nursing a low social status profession. 
Different factors influence whether the public will perceive the nursing profession as a noble one or in a stereotypical and tainted manner. The first factor is the media, which portrays a nurse's image and line of work in a manner that is far-fetched from reality (Godsey, Houghton & Hayes, 2020). Specifically, the media creates the picture of nurses as slim-figured with flashy dressing, which creates a flawed expectation that a typical nurse should look and behave. Past experiences with nurses also determine an individual's perception of the nurses and their recommendations to others (Godsey, Houghton & Hayes, 2020). Although experience can indicate how one is likely to be treated by a nurse, different personal factors determine how individual nurses treat and handles their patients. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The general public can be educated about the professional nurse's role and scope of nursing within a changing healthcare system in different ways. First, the media is a fundamental tool for mass education about nurses, their credentials, training and education, and their scope of practice (Stokes‐Parish et al., 2020). Specifically, the nurses can hone their messages regarding their profession through media interviews and by letting the public know what constitutes the nursing profession. Nurses can increase their visibility by using professionalism to educate the public about their work.
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