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Reflection Paper
During my time in class, I have learned several important concepts that were new to me while I had a different view of others. I understood some of the terms I have encountered deeper and understood their whole meaning. One of the concepts I understood better is neoliberalism. Although I thought those teaching children to run their life like a business is beneficial, I have understood that it has more drawbacks than benefits through the cause. Some of its benefits are that it promotes accountability, self-reliance, and other vital skills. However, it has led to some of the significant problems encountered today like anxiety, depression, insecurity, stress, and increased the gap between the rich and the poor. Also, schools that adopt the neoliberalism concept in teaching start treating the students as a consumer of the product rather than a learner (Hastings, 2019). Such an approach discourages the students from embracing learning as a lifelong process. 
 Other concepts that I have understood in-depth through the class are whiteness, white supremacy, and white racists. Initially, I thought that white supremacy was associated with whites; however, I realized that this concept involves people from any race believing that white people are better and should be given more opportunities (Lipsitz, 2006). I understood those white supremacists are people who favor the white in real estate, businesses, education, and other sectors and believe that it is the right thing to do. The next issue I have learned about throughout the course is the concept of hegemony and class relates to education. Class is an excellent determinant of how different people are treated in society. It leads to the creation of gaps such that some people feel that they do not deserve good things, which may lead to stress. The term hegemony explains how the oppressed unknowingly participate in their oppression. This demonstrates that the oppression of the poor should not be blamed on the powerful entirely. Another takeaway from the course is that racial inequity is still present in society today, but because of color blindness, it makes people ignore what the minority goes through daily. 
Another concept that I will take away from the class is that the government should not be blamed entirely for society's failures. The American people are partly to blame since they disagree with ordinary reality, losing faith in the government. Therefore, they create conflicts between groups of people who believe the government cannot be trusted and those who trust the government. Also, during this era of social media, it is easy for the citizens to be deceived. Therefore, people must learn to differentiate between fiction and reality. 
Lastly, as a teacher, I learned essential skills for a successful career. First, I realized that it is vital for teachers to use different strategies to teach students from varying backgrounds. Also, I learned about the challenges of teaching a new class. For instance, in the six-word story, a teacher shares an experience where one of the students sneaked into a catholic school and witnessed the children praying. However, since the student attended a public school, he asked the teacher why they did not pray. In response, the teacher explained that it was a public school where students had different religions and religious beliefs. The story demonstrates the spirit of a teacher. As a teacher, although I may receive resistance from staff members and students, I should look forward to teaching each day. Although the process is tiresome, it will help students to be successful (McLaren, 2016). Also, teaching students in small groups allows teachers to learn about students’ strengths and weaknesses. 
The experience I have acquired through the class is eye-opening. Before joining the class, I realized that I used to see things from the wrong angle. However, through the course, I now look at concepts and terms from a different angle, especially those in education. For instance, I would blame the powerful for oppressing the poor or even blame the white for promoting racism. Through the class, I have learned that all people, regardless of their class, race, or background, actively participate in inequality. Also, the course is very enlightening to the teacher since it equips one with the necessary pedagogical skills and the know-how about inequality in the school setup. The advice I would offer to new students in the course is that they should be open-minded and ready to relearn and unlearn some of the things they know. Having such an attitude will have a smooth flow during the course. 
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