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	Point
	Description
	Description

	Broad Topic Area/Title
	Relationship between short message service reminders and reduction of outpatient colonoscopy nonattendance rate
	Physician influence on hospital costs

	Define Hypotheses
	Short message reminders are associated with a positive impact on reduction of outpatient colonoscopy nonattendance rate
	Different physicians and physician characteristics have varying impact on the hospital costs.

	Define Independent and Dependent Variables and Types of Data for Variables
	Independent:
Short message reminders
Dependent:
Outpatient colonoscopy nonattendance rate 
	Independent: 
Physicians- categorical
Physician characteristics- discrete
Dependent: hospital costs- continuous

	Population of Interest for the Study
	Individuals with scheduled outpatient colonoscopy appointments
	Physicians 

	Sample
	The authors included a sample of 1079 patients in the intervention group who received SMS notification reminders, and 1146 patients were included in the control group. 
	All payer data was used in retrieving participants (physicians) from two states, Arizona and Florida representing 15 237 physicians and 2.5 million hospital visits.

	Sampling Method
	The researchers employed randomized sampling technique to assign the 1079 patients in the intervention group who received SMS notification reminders, and 1146 patients were included in the control group
	The authors employed purposive sampling method in selecting the 15 237 physicians and 2.5 million hospital visits across the states of Arizona and Florida for analysis on the impact of physicians on hospital costs. 

	How Were Data Collected?
	The data was collected by randomly assigning the participants into the intervention group (SMS sent): 1079 patients. Control group (standard care):  1146 patients. The authors compared the attendance rates between the intervention and control group with the intent of establishing whether SMS reminders positively impacted outpatient colonoscopy attendance rates. 
	The data was collected by accessing the all payer data for the states of Arizona and Florida and retrieved data for 15 237 physicians and 2.5 million hospital visits for analysis on the impact of physicians on hospital costs.
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